
THE WAR AND THE RACE QUESTION

' And no better relation substituted for it
*—^that is the

great issue of the present crisis. We have been forced

by events into a position where saf y is to be found only

by going forward. We are being called to new things

;

the fatal thing is to stand <=itill. While we are rightly

glad and proud at the cordial advance of India, while the

air is full of congratulation and applause, quiet reflection

may recognize that the entry of India upon the scene has

its dangers. It is big with possibilities of evil. For one

thing, it means inevitably a disturbance of the situation

in India. Yes, but it is big too with possibilities of good,

because that disturbance of the situation may open the

way to something much better. It would be a mistake to

suppose that in the loyalty of India at the present moment

we had attained everything ; we have really attained little,

except an immense opportunity. It depends how we

use it. We shall be less able after the war than before to

take our stand in India on some supposed superiority of

the white man, as such. We have given way on that

ground. And to any one who would tell us that our

sacrifice of the white man's prestige is rash and foolish,

we can answer that in any case, even apart from the war,

circumstances were forc.'ng us from that ground. As

European education 8pr€a.d in India, as India awoke more

and more to the modem world, that ground would have

become increasingly untenable. Sooner or later, if

India remained a member of the British Empire, it

would be because India chose the association voluntarily,

intelli„. atly, with head held high. By admitting India
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