
n-HFAT GROWING 1\ CANADA

The United States prt^luce* large

quantities of wheat, tufti ent to meet
the demands of the home market for

the feeding of a population of nearly
80 millions, and leaving a surplus, in-

cluding flour for foreign export, equal
to about 335 million bushels of wheat.
From recent crop reports we learn that

the total area under wheat in the Unit-
ed States in 190a, including winter and
spring varieties, was 46,203,434 acres,

which gave a crop of a little over 670
million bushels.

It does not follow that all 'he land
fit for settlement in Manitoba ..CiA the
three Provisional Territories is suitable

for wheat growing. There are some
localities where the season is too short
to make wheat a sure crop, and farm-
ers in such districts will find i nore
profitable to carry on mixed f ming;
but from the ,j'ood crops wl .^h have
been harvested during some years past
in most of the settled or partly settled

regions, it is evident that the greater
part of the country is well suited for

the growing of wheat of high qustity.

Another consideration which would
reduce the area annually available for

wheat is that the land, to get the best

results, should be summer-fallowed
every third season, 'vhich means that

it should not be cropped that year.

Further, while many excellent farmers
advocate the growing of two crops of
wheat in succession, one on fallowed
land, the second on stubble to be fol-

lowed by fallow, it may be found more
profitable in some localities ';o grow
wheat in rotation with other crops.

On the other haii 1, the yield per acre

of wheat in Canada is larger than it is

in the United States. In igo3 the
a e age crop given fo*- *he whole of the
United States, incluamg winter and
spring wheats, is about 14.5 bushels
per acre. The sar"e year the average
of spring wheat in ^laaitoba was 26
bushels, and in the Northwest Terri-

tories 25 bushels. In 1903, when the

season was so unfavourable, the yield

in Manitoba averaged 16.42 bushels
per acre. In Ontario, in 1902, winter
wheat averaged 25.9 and spring wheat
18.7 bushels

The average of a t^n years' record
tells much the same story. A ten
years' average for Manitoba from 1891
to 1900 gives 19 bushels of spring
wheat per acre. During the same
time South Dakota gives 10.04 s'ld

North Dakota 1 a.07. The wheat , .eld

for the whole of the United States for

the same period was 13 3 bushels per
acre; while in Ontario, the only Piov-
ince with statistics covering this period,

we have an average of 19.4 of fall

wheat and 15.3 per acre of spring
wheat. This larger yield in Canada is

no doubt partly due to the land being
more productive, and partly to a more
favourable climate, and in some meas-
iL 'o better farming.
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