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restriction on the generality of a and b. The laws govern-
ing the r aerations with arithmetical numbew are taken as
applying to the system made up of positive and negative
numbers, and in this way operations an mnltipli- ation and
division are deBned, and come to have a meaning for nega-
tive numbers.

After the simple rules are treated, methods of resolution
into factors are considered and brought into close i-ela-
tion with the direct processea that .uggest them. This part
of the subject is treated at aifth on account of its
importance in relation to the .nation, and to affoi- %
variety of exercise in acquiring readiness in manipu! .h.. ^

expressions. *

In Chapter XII are given certain methods and results
of great impo» .ance yet of some difficulty. It seemed best
not to give these here and there through the book TheWcher will naturally treat them as leems best to him
deferring the chapter or parts of it until such time as theymay best be taken up.

^
The study of the equation being resumed, the idea of the

function IS introduced, and the circumstances under which asymbol as « or x is to be regarded as a general number, a
certain deflaite number, o. - variable, -e considered. No
apology for giving the function special .atment is offered,
all who have considered the maUev being of one opinion
and -those most qualified to sp,,.! insisting on its eari;
recognition. Closely ..nocted ..th this idea is that of
the graphic representauo.i of the function. The course

yMft'" "«V :r"r""""^ ^"^- '^^« ^«Ph renders
vivid the march of the function or the relations of the con-

bZr T,f'"' r^ '^ '""""* ^' corstructcd until the
bolder of these relations are grasped. It then exhibits


