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Jrench-CanadiHU people beyond the line of defending their own
land from agjn-easion was an elemental wrong, not merely to
them but to humanity at large. Had their sentiments been
studied with a little more insight and sympathy the debacle

t
"**'*'.'"*' P"de by which this country was swept from its

feet during the Boer War would never have occurred. As Lord
^Salisbury and many other public men realized that Kngland
put her money on the wrong horse" when the Crimean War

was entered on, so we Canadians of British origin are beginning
to realize that in the Boer War something went wrong—that a
wind was sown which may yet be reaped as a whirlwind. The
later developments of the German naval policy can be as clearly
traced to the Boer War as any other cause and effect, and this
111 turn has started Canada on the vain quest of "sea power"
--that realm of national hypnotism out of which the people of
Canada will one day awake to find themselves iu the grip of
the same kind of armament interests that are now so well repre-
sented m the legislation and the policy of Great Britain.

And 80 the reaction goes on while the bills, in various
forms are coinmg in for the people to pay. In flnaucial cost
alone the tree is bearing pretty heavy fniit alreadv. For sev-
eral years preceding the Boer War the expenditure of Canada
on military affairs was about $1,500,000 a year, and but for
Canada s hrst war of aggression that sum would have been
more than ample to-day. But the excess of cost due to that
departure makes a total up to this year of over $62,000,000, and
the permanent policy" has not yet been announced.

it is the writer's belief that if the conscience of the Cana-
dian people were laid bare the true convictions of the people
in 1914 would confirm, and not deny, the principles of defence
laid down m 1865. It is because the frothv elements, carried
away by race pride and pa.ssion, have so warped and per-
verted the sober sense of the people, that men are scared to
litter these convictions. The responsible leaders of the two
parties are afraid of this froth and noise, and therefore permit
this counterfeit loyalty to pass as genuine coin. So fearful
are the political leaders that every man has more of this coun-
terfeit coin than genuine money in his pocket, that thev are
ttlraid to tell the people they must get back to a sound money
fta.s:s. And so it happens that when the truth seeker asks for
ight, the party politician, if he is a Liberal, will tell him
tje salvation of the country depends on a navy built in Can-

I^V- it.?
^oJis^rvative, the seeker will be warned that the

British hmpire will fall if a contribution of $;J5,000,000 is not
handed over to be spent by the armament rings who are sitting
on the backs of the British taxpayers. In other words, so
long as the party shibboleths are correctly pronounced it
seems immaterial whether the basic principles of self-defence
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