
PLANT CHARACTER STUDY
DiffArent individual! rf>quir» tftrfcrent trtfttmtBt, viijoy dirfcml

pUaiuras, dr«Kd different danKeri, and nre threatened or orerebadowed by
different aorrowa.

.Mmoat In the name way. all plant life la made up of nature forcM,
VMtly contradictory. The nnal reaulta of the working-out of theae force*
apoll life—or death.

Like human beinca, planta are threatened "vlth different dangera. They
•re immune from certain dlaeaaea, or they are prediapoaed to tti^ nnie. TiMy
are proof agalnat the ravagea of certain inaecta. certain vermin, certain
molda, or they are very auaceptlble to the life-draining effeeta of auch.

Certain planta require rich, nutrltloua aoila. which aame aoila would
Ottlcklr cauftf other planta to mold, rot, or, on the other hand, would pro*
duce a rank and unnatural growth, too Intolerable to be permitted.

Certain planta require warmth above ground, warmth below ground,
a Bice modicum of molature, and a cloae protection from draughta. Thee*.
by the way, are thoae that revel in lonellneaa. They love to be left undla-
turbed. In aole poaaeaaion of earth, air and curreuta—and they breathe out
TEe fragrancea of heaven itaelf.

Again, we find planta that need an conalatent attm^iona aa youns
children. They muat be coddled. Above all thlnga, they muat be lovod.

They want their facea waahed dally. They love a dally tepid bath. Ttaoy
ahlver and grumble when they get wet, cold feet. Adverae winda, an ua-
fortunate draught, hot or cold, almply crlnklea them up. They get thoir
facea and llmba aunburnt If they atand in the aun before they are quite di .*.

They become unhealthy If they are too muffled up.

And so runa the story. As with humans, Juat so with plants. A aue-
ceasful mother knows her children. They do not realize, yet, that she do«»
know them. They have a divine intuition that sends them running to her
to be "kissed and made well." In some cases the hurt la not too real, and
quite often the hurt is very real—but bearable; with the help of mother
love, forgotten.

A successful gardener knows his plants. If lie adds a member to hla
collection he sets about learning the nature of that plant. He studies It*

habits, its needs, its nature—and uses common-sense and mother love.


