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has behaved well to his country, and has handsomely paid

the debts— of Arsene Lupin!"

A month later Don Luis Perenna and Mazeroux em-

barked in the yacht which had brought Don Luis toFrance.

Florence was with them. Before sailing they heard of

the death of Jean Vemocq, who had managed to poison

himself in spite of all the precautions taken to prevent him.

On his arrival in Africa, Don Luis Perenna, Sultan of

Mauretania, found his old associates and accredited Maze-
roux to them and to his grand dignitaries. He organized

the government to follow on his abdication and precede

the annexation of the new empire by France, and he had
several secret interviews on the Moorish border with

General Leauty, commanding the French troops, inter-

views in the course of which they thought out all the

measures to be executed in succession so as to lend to the

conquest of Morocco an appearance of facility which

would otherwise be difficult to explain.

The future was now assured. Soon the thin screen of

rebellious tribes standing between the French and the

pacified districts would fall to pieces, revealing an orderly

empire, provided with a regular constitution, with good

roads, schools, and courts of law, a flourishing empire in

full working order.

Then, when his his task was done, Don Luis abdicated.

He has now been back for over two years. Every one

remembers the stir caused by his marriage with Florence

Levasseur. The controversy was renewed; and many
of the newspapers clamoured for Arsene Lupin's arrest.

But what could the authorities do?


