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"Of all heasta he learned llie lan^uaKe,
Learned their names, and all llieir >ecret»,

How the beavers built Iheir Knijfes,

Where the squirrels hid their ai-orns,

How the reindeer ran so swit'tly.

Why the rabbit was so timid,

T.ilked with them, when e'er he met them.

Called them, Hiawatha's brothers."

Here was an ideal teacher of nature. There was no disserting but an

interest in what they did.

By some such simple method, the child should, in the course of an ordinary

school life, become acquainted with the names of all our common trees and plants.

As si>on as he is able, he should nole likenesses and differences, lie>;inning with

the grosser and jjradually extendin>{ to the liner details, but the teacher must

keep within the limits of interest, direct his elTorts, yet see that knowledge is

acquired throujjh his own >elf-aclivily. Classification into orders, genera, and

Hpecies, should be left for advanced public school work or for introduclion to high

Kchool work.

While becoming acqu.iinled with the names of trees and plants, quite young

pupils can begin systematic work which requires only keen eyes and an interested

mind to accomplish. They should note where the plants grow ; the kind of soil;

the color, etc., and prepare lists of plants aci'ording to habitat :

Plants growing in water, sagittaria, eel gr.iss ; plants growing in sandy soil,

clotbur, evening prinnose ; plants growing in woods, lily, anemone.

If such work as this is begun in a second form and continued throughout the

school course, the child would h.ivi- a store of information about plants which

would be of the gieatest value, whatever his future might be.

Another line ot work, similar in nature, is gioupiM< plants according to lime

of flowering, at first by seasons, then by moiillis, ami later by definite limiting

dates, showing earliest and latest appearance in bloom.

As a guide to teachers, and as an indication of the work that n)ight be done

bv the pupil in the course of seven or eight years, a list of common plants is given

in the appendix, grouped iiccording to habitat and color of flowers, with the time

of floweiing indic.iled by figures, denoting the month, and letters denoting the

seasons.

The study of plants so far, in the schools of Canada, has been almost entirely

limited to minute descriptions of individual plants with a view to tlieii- exact classifi-

cation. While this work isquile in place for the advanced student, it isq: leunsuit-

ed to the younger classes. Furthermore, t he h.tsis of classification has bci-i, :lie flowei

to the exclusion of the leaf. As the latter is a much more permanent pirl of the

plant than the flower, a classification b.iscd upon it has many advantages. In

any case children should be trained to recognize plants by their leaves and

general appi'arance, so that they can gather tliein at any time during the season

and examine them.

Alter a class has learned lo know a plant, it should be collected at

regular intervals, say every month, and its development and changes noted. Tin

illation mav be seen in the case of the dandelion, whicinnpurtance ol such exami

immediately after flowering season should be examined daily, until the fruit


