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course of which his men received many donations

of supplies from places through which they passed,

Coxey and his army arrived at Washington on
the 1st of May, and were allowed to parade to

the Capitol under police escort along a designated

route. When Coxey left the ranks, however, to cut

across the grass to the Capitol, he was arrested

on the technical charge of trespassing. The army
went into camp, but on the 12th of May the au-

thorities forced the men to move out of the District.

They thereupon took up quarters in Maryland and
shifted about from time to time. Detachments
from the Western bands arrived during June and
July, but the total number encamped about Wash-
ington probably never exceeded a thousand. Diffi-

culties in obtaining supplies and inevitable colli-

sions with the authorities caused the band gradu-

ally to disperse. Coxey, after his short term in

jail, traveled about the country trying to stir up
interest in his aims and to obtain pplies. The
novelty of his movement, howev had worn oflF,

and results were so poor that on the 26th of July

he issued a statement saying he could do no more
and that what was left of the army would have to

shift for itself. In Maryland the authorities ar-

rested a number of Coxey's "soldiere" as vagrants.


