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acci^sible only upon tlie completion >£ the Grand Trunk Pacitic railway in 1914, held

for a still further i)eriod from commercial exploitation by the (ireat War, and now

requirinK the completion of the Pacitic (ireat Eastern railway and the establishment

of traiisiiaeific shipping line? from Prince Rupert to enable its development to l)e

proueeuted in a thorouKh manner. To the historian, however, it is the " Old Briti-ii

Columbia," explored and occupied previous to any other mainland part of the provinee.

Fur trading and gold mining blazed the way for the ocenpation and settlement of

British Columbia and the fields of tliefe earliest activities lay in this, the central part

of the province. Fort MacLeod, on ifacLeod lake, has the distinction of beinp British

Columbia's earliest establishment and dates back to 1805. It is thiry-eifrht years older

than the capital, Victoria. Fort St. James, on Stuart lake, and Fort (leorge, at the

contiuence of the Fraser and Xechako rivers were establitihed in 1S(M1 and ISO", and

were thus also over a quarter of a century old when the Hudson's Bay Company estab-

lished a post on the site of the present capita! city. Prince IJupert is the newest sea

port on the coast, yet Fort Xass at the mouth of the Skcena and later Fort Simpson

(Now Port Simi>snn) were important coast jjosts before the days of either Victoria

or Vancouver.

Alexander Mackenzie, tlu' first while man to rcacli th«' Pacific overland, travelled

across the province and back af;ain entirely within tliis central belt in the year IT'.^o.

Over one hundred years a^o trade routes by canoe and train were well established

throufihout this district. The Skeena and Xars rivers on the coast, the Fraser,

Nechako and Stuart in the interior, and the Parsnip, Finlay and Peace flowing; • -terly

were well travelled avenues of trade while the Yellowhead pass had witne--ed a

century of travel by foot before the first train rushed throuf.'h.

Original surveys for the Canadian Pacific railway led throusrh this pa^s and

had they been adhered to conditions would have been reversed with respect to the

southern and the central parts of tlie province. The building of tiiis transconti-

nental railway brought in an inriiix ot' work(M'> and >cttl<'rs aliuig its route whi 'h.

u-nfortunately for the central district-, was located well to tiic smith anil crossed tlie

Koeliies by the iCicking Horse )ias-. About the Pac-itic terminal of this great road

ha? grown up the city of VancMiiver a':id for nearly fifty years the benefit of this

railway has been in favour of the develnpnienl of tlu' niurc southerly parts of the

province.

The building of the Orand Trunk Pacific railway, however, whii'h take- tlie

route of the Yellowhead pass, Fraser. Xechako. liiilkU'v and Skcena riveiv to meet

the coast at the newer city of Prince Kuiieil, brought to the central belt upon it-

completion in 1914 the advantagi-s that tlie more southerly i^arts re'Coived by tlic

completion of the Canadian Pacific railway in 1 >•»,";.

Xo ^r< nor h::.! ihis t rair rent inciital railway bei-ii comi>lcted tlian tiio gr.-at

Furopeau war broke out, thus practically paralyzing the ex()ecti^t development along

its route and holding in alieyance fiu' five or six years longer the s(>ttlemctit of its

iidjacent territory.

Posei'bly there may be advantages in these circumstances. At the conclusion of

the war Canada finds herself burdened with a heavy debt and facing a serious prolilem

in the re-establishm*'nt of a large army of men. The raising of funds with which to

jneet her obligations and the finding of homes for thousands of men present a


