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prps.sion, and Un- lighting and niunicipal [iur|i(>sos. The r'ity of
Xolson o[)oratps a inuniripal i)hint on the opposite side of the river.

Mackenzie Basin—The drainage area of this l.asin is nearly 70(1-
000 s.iuare miles. The .\thal)aska and I'ea.'e rivers unite to form the
great .Mackenzie, which pre.sents a feu p<,\ver po.ssil.ijities, aithoii.fh
it flows to the .\rctic in an almost even grade. Tiiev, however
admit of navigation, with interruptions at t'.rand rajiids and at
lort Smith rapids, from .\thabaska Landing to the .\rctic. a dis-
tance e<|uivalent to that from Winnipeg to Halifax. .\n ide.a of tlie
coming development of this great ba.sin may I.e had from the fact that
a flour null ha.s, for years. Iieen operated on the Peace.

The j.rairie rivers of .Manitoba. .Saskatchewan ;ind .Mherta drain
nearly a million miles of territory -tli.at is, twice the drainage area of
the St. Lawrence through two outlets, the Xelson and the .Mackenzie
rivers. It is rather a fortunate circumstance that the precipitation is

not as great as that in the ea,«t, and that the are;, is u.it covered with
a dense timber, because it would prevent a gradual melting of the snow
by the sun .luring .March and early April, an.l would <'.-ui.s,. the whole
flood of melted snow and spring rains to pour down together durin-
the latter days of .\pril.

"

Lake Winnipeg Basin— It is not generallv .ippreciated that
lake Winnipeg is the size of lake iiiie. that is. nearlv lO.OdO S(|u,-ire

mile.s in area. The b.isin that drains into this lake i,s IJ.JO.OOO .s.m.re
miles in extent, or nearly the size of Trance and Spain, which two
countries sui)port ,i pojtulation of ."jS.OdO.OOO. The S,-iskat<diewan
river, which drains l.'.S.SOO square miles of this area, extends west to the
mountains and from Kdmonton to the 4nth parallel. Tiie motmtain
streams constituting the sources of this gre:.t river are verv numerous.
Many of them are fed by glaciers and offer a continuity of flow that
promises well for '.-.it(>i-p<,wer when an iucivasing population provides
the demand.

The next great tributaiy of lake Winnipeg is the lied river, rising
in .Minnesota aiwl flowing north to Winnipeg, where it is joined'bv the
.Vssiniboiue. rr(,m there it itinues through the St. Andrews rapid
to the Lake. Both the Red and the As.siniboine. like the Saskatch-
ewan, are alluvial rivers worn deep down in the prairie soil to an
almost even gr.-ide, and are. in general, without the valuable falls
over rocky ledges that so easily lend them.selves to power develop-
ment, 'iheir swift running floods and ever changing shoals are a
great detriment to navigation, esjiecially on up-stream trips. As
there are no lakes along these rivers, the spring thaws and early rains
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