
Barley at 2C.7 and Oats at 4r,A. h\ tlic matter of values tl.e
liRiircs are equally favorable, as the following coinpaiisoii will
show

:

3 ^1 - $1 r,^.4or,.2rr.

ly^y
:5fi l,o:i7.(il7

The total value of the field ciops in Ontario for llic past four
ycai-s exceeded the total value for the previous four vears Iiv
$:iC8.779,(;4(;.

' ^

This refers only to field crops, in addition there sliould he
considered the tremendous production in live stock and dairy
products.

Roads
The importance of good roads as a factor in Ihc economic

development of the Province has heeu an estahiishe<l i)art of die
policy of the Government, llijrhway improvement has nnde
remaikable advances under the Hearst athninistrutlon. .\n out-
standing feature of that policy is seen not al«»nc in the cnl.irgo<l
expenditures on road construction from year to year, hut in :!ie
inc-cased percentage in the amount given by ire Covcriwuent for
liighway betterment.

Good roads are recognized as among the most important of
a country's assets. An effort has been made i.i Ontario to pc-rfort
a sjrstem of organization and as.<!istance that will bo cf|uilable,
efficient and financially stable, and at the same time be Xh". n!e: ns
of extending the benefit of goo<I roads to every section of tho
Province. That the Government is succeedins: in this ob.jo«'t is
the opinion of the Surveyor and Municipal IJigineer, a leading
authoi-ity on municipal affaiis in Great Dritain, which, in a re-
view of Ontario highway legislation says::

* It will be obserred that not only ha» tlie pitneiplc of rnnln roadu b«ln»r mnpldprnl• a national charge been recoKnizcd. but that a fnirly olalorkie KVBtcm of >rra<lim»«l
eharifes l,etwe«>n township, county and i.rovinte. with joint coniml. ha< I ."en i-et up.
Thus, bctnnmnjr with statute laJor. ax this country di.l. Xh- Trovinre of Ontario hn^
arrived earlier at the n^ul of c<iuitnblp hirhway finnnre. Thr o>:>ip-pIe. in it* hmnd
lines. Is one which mlitht well be considerfd with a view to the adoption of a similar
plan in tho Mother Country."

A Comprehensivo Plan
Following an investigation and report l)y the Pulilic IJnads

and Highways Commission, appointed in lOi:]. tho Covormiipnt
annoimced its plan and secured its ciulorscnicnt in legisl;iti.»n.

The Department of Highways was created, prosi(!ctl over liv the
Minister of Public Works and Highways, with n Depiitv Minister
of Highways in immediate charge. Under the i)lan adopted tlnMO
are main clas.«!es of roads, namely:

Provincial highways—Toward the constnu'tion of whifh
the Government pays 70 per cent, and the mnnifipnl-
ities 30 per cent. The cost of maintenance is ditribulotl
on a similar basis.
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