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Tlie uiir in whUh ih»' Ilrltlch Kmplre
hnit bi't-n liuulved duilnff tht> list two
years and a-hnlf. oon*<idereil tospther
with Ihe tr^mt-ndciud 1shu*'« which have
teen at Btukn, inukcH It a duty lo every
cItiz.M! tc» study the .lanuei- w,' have
bpen In, and to take jiiich ftijis itit art-

jORmhlo 1(1 prevent a repetition of so
dangcrou? a ulsls. The rni.-Rtioti Is

not one a« Tu the Fafrty. proffi-p««p nv
iiro^iteiity f.i ihat one paiiliulai- portion
-•f the Enipin- In which uf may have

ir home, but It \h a. .[u-stion i.f th'-

safety and prosjjerily i>r thf* vast unit
cf which we foim a part. The openly
declart^d hostlilty of most of the foflen
Powers. showM us. aa Lord Salisbury
pflys, that "We have no sccuilty ex-
cept in the elflcacy of our own de-
fence, and the stren,^th of air own
right mm.*' Kveryonc of )ur grt>at lend-
ers has warned uh f»f the danger which
we stand In, and even so cold and dls-
rn^RfoneU a man as Lord Klnibcrley
tells us: "Never was ther' so unfriend-
ly a feolInK all over Euiope towards
this country as there is now."
This strrm of liostlUty does not

threaten Great Brilnin alone; it endan-
gers an brrnchea of the BritlPh Empire*
i.nke. r-anada. New Zealand, Austral-

I ia. British India, every continent or Is-

j
land where the British colors fly. Let

Hnipii- with h.r b.aind-
ur ev.i-iiioaderiinK Kiig-

th.tl oc,M
icHH honitu
land."

I pr-pos.. in a f.w chapters to j^oint
out thf iiiiideciuaty of our pn-ceni t-yp-
I. in to 1, .^'t Ihe hostility of a possible
i>mblMall()n of our enemies, whose mili-
tary Htivn^th I will put iH'fore yuu. I
udl .-P'lt-avor to show that it n-nis with
niiistlve» to injike our delencg .suffl-
iient to meet any poshlhU- wtiain, and
I hope to be i.ho ;,hle to mak- you
understand Ihat it Is our dulv and nl-
fo to our ndvantaK" thn we should
fhaiv the burden of a Kreat national
oldigatlon.

THE NAVY.
The British Kmi.iie has incteased in

the power of our island home be brok
eii. and but a short time would elapse
before the other p'^rtlons of our heritage
would be Ktrugffllng to maintain and
defoi d their Independence. T'^e British
Empire must stand as a wi ole. and
each part of It is identified with the
necessity of maintaining the pre-emin-
ent position of that portion which la
the heart of the whole organisation. I
allude to that

"One Isle, one Isle,

That knows not her own greatness: if
she knows

And dreads it we are fallen":

population fioni 2.*.ftOO,Ot>0 (n ISiX) to
M.'.ooo.ooo In 1S!W. Hf area has incieas-
<d ill ihiit period of time from l.r.iX(.0<iO

tu 11.400.(100 s.juare miles. if« ivvenue
has risen from £.'!7,5O0.0O0 lo JEIW 0OO.0O0.
Th** exr>oria and Iniport.t froia t;67.(H>0.-
00(» in 1800. amounted In ISUS to C7«4

-

*><)0.000. while the tonnage of British
shipptng.whU^h in IS.XJ v\ m^ l.sr.e.Oft) tons
was in im W.S2->.im. . i.rotect our
first line of defence is the British Navy
—and here at once I enter my first plea.
that It is the iuanlf*8t duty and it
should be the willing dutv of every
portion of the Britf.^h Empire to bear
ts share of the burden in guarding the
Interest of this vast iK..-!>-e.«.*ion .ind
trade, and to take its proportionate
share in the maintenance of the Navy,
which srlvea security to the whole Em-
pire.

It Is the opinion of our highest po-
lilical and naval authorities that our
fleet mu.st be kept up to a strength
not less than will equal the possible
combination of any two other Powers.
Such a balance of naval power we now
possess and there is no reason to be-
lieve that any government which may
come into power will be allowed to
neglect the m»intenanre of our naval


