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Women still seen as threat in male-dominated sport
BY MICHAEL PIASETZKI "Women don't add anything“I trained mainly with 

the guys and most of them were to wrestling. They actually de
great. However, there were a tract from it,” Chodat says, 
few who had an attitude and

MONTREAL (CUP) — When 
Elana Rabinovitch tried out for “They now have a world
Concordia University’s wrestling weren’t that friendly towards championships of wrestling for 
team last fail, she attracted a lot me,” she says.
of interest and attention. That's “I also think Victor Zilberman they're taking cash away from 
because she was attempting to still has a mindset about women the guys — and if they take 
become the first women to com- wrestlers. He wouldn't admit money away from the male ath- 
pete for the university in a it, but in his mind he might letes and give it to the girls, 
male-dominated sport. have been thinking that way,” that's wrong," he continues.

As it turns out, Rabinovitch she adds. “After all, would you rather
gave up her quest to join head Rabinovitch also says the first watch the major leagues or 
coach Victor Zilberman's team woman who trained at the Mon- softball?” 
in late October. She decided free- treal Wrestling Club. Anna. Chodat further comments 

8 style wrestling wasn t for her. wasn't accepted as an equal at that amateur women's wrestling
Ihese days, Rabinovitch all and really had to prove her- is a side show, 

continues to train and compete self. She is also amazed about
in Brazilian jujitsu wrestling and Concordia heavyweight David Chodat's comments come from 
in the sport of grappling, a Chodat’s remarks about worn- a fear that women will walk into 
martial art that resembles en's roles in amateur wrestling, the world of amateur wrestling 
wrestling but requires an oppo- Chodat, an Olympic hopeful, and take over, 
nent’s submission rather than a believes "the only way 
pin-fall to win. wrestlers are judged by

But when asked about her im- most male wrestlers are by

women, and the worst part is
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Rabinovitch feels that
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* *■* "Sure he’s scared,” she says. 
"That’s because when I’m there, 
we’re partners. It’s sort of like 
having a million dollars and 

He continues to say that then having that fear that some- 
22-year-old Psychology major women will always be inferior one will take it away from you. 
admits she was looked at differ- athletes in a sport like wrestling So you protect yourself, 
ently by a few men because of and that they’re a lot slower

and much less aggressive.

women
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pressions of training at the Mon- their looks." 
treal Wrestling Club, the£V: - i
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L 6288 Quinpool Rd, Halifax 423-4523 || “Men start reacting that way 
when they start to lose their 
privileges. I'm sure a lot of men 
feel that way. But sports are a 
big part of life. Still, you see very 
few women competing in profes
sional sports.”

Dave Wilson, captain of 
Concordia’s wrestling team, 
disagrees with Chodat’s 
comments. But he does feel that 
some male wrestlers might 
be jealous of their female

her gender.

Hey Students!!
Why lug all your belongings back 

home when Metro offers secure storage even you parents 
would approve! DSS’?What do you want in a 

storage facility? counterparts.
"One of the reasons some 

guys might have a feeling of 
animosity towards women wres
tlers is because there's a good 
chance women will be allowed 
to compete in the 2002 Summer 
Olympics in Australia. So maybe 
they feel threatened."

Wilson says having women in 
amateur wrestling is relatively 
new, and it’s going through 
growing pains. He offers the ex
ample of how male coaches 
must carefully make it clear to 
women before they start train
ing that part of the instruction 
process might involve some 
touching.

He also disagrees with 
Rabinovitch’s opinions about 
Zilberman. He points out that 
women are more than welcome 
on the Concordia wrestling 
team.

Metro Self-Storage
has it all!

Easy Access
24-hour access - 7 days a week.
Convenient locations - adjacent to major highways 
Computerized electronic gates - individual access codes.

Security
On-site live-in personnel.
Bright, well lit facilities - highly visible to police patrols. 
8’ high security fences surrounding facilities.

Value
Affordable rental rates.
Low-cost tenant insurance. 
Advanced air ventilation system. -ri "We have a world class coach 

here at Concordia who would be 
more than happy if more women 
competed for Concordia. He 
knows that if the 
tiers do well, then more funding 
will be given to the team, just 
the same as would happen if the 
men do well.”

For her part, the 5’1", 124 
pound Rabinovitch still believes 
women can compete with men 
in a sport like wrestling. She says 
wrestling is more than a sport 
that emphasizes strength.

“I don't see a problem if both 
competitors are the same 
weight,” she says.

“It's a matter of push and 
pull. Attitudes like [Chodat’s] are 
just an excuse for women not to 
advance.”

State-of-the Art protection
All units individually alarms.

Metro Self Storage On-Line 
www.metroselfstorage.acl.ca women wres-

We also sell Boxes, Lock + Tape
Two Locations to serve you:

10 Lovett Lake Court 
Bayers Lake Business Park 

Halifax, Nova Scotia

160 Thornhill Drive 
Burnside Industrial Park 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
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Dalhousie Science Society

AGM
Annual General Meeting

Items on the agenda include:
Election of new executive 

President 
Vice-President 
Chair 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
3 x DSU reps 
Mentoring Coordinator 

Constitutional Amendments 
Addition of new societies 
Clarifying elections 
Revising finances 

Food & Drink 
Free Pizza 
Free Pop

All Science Students May 
Attend & Vote 

Bring Your Friends 
Meeting in Council Chambers, SUB 

7:00 pm Monday, March 24th 
For info: 494-6710 or dss@is2.dal.ca
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450-5656
or

468-2626

FantasticSwimwear
. : in stock-year * round!


