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... cont'd from previous page however, the band had the honour 

of recording some studio tracks 
with Brendan McGuire. Cinnamon 
Toast Records offered to distribute 
the CD Horseshoes had planned to 
release. With the addition of five 
live tracks from the late Double 
Deuce Roadhouse and some sam
pled experiments by Lukas Pearse, 
this music has finally been released 
(over a year later).

Housed in a soft plastic case 
with ambiguous cover art that 
hints at the mysteries of the 
music within, “A Thousand 
Thousand Ways To Get Things 
Done” is a choice album. When 
they were playing live, I thought 
of them primarily as a noise-core 
group, but after a few listens to 
this recording, it becomes appar
ent that there is more than that 
going on. Their album sound 
appears to be less aggressive than 
that of their stage performance. 
Perhaps jazz-core would be a 
more appropriate term.

Sophisticated rhythmic inter
play between Brock and Peter, 
Warren’s dissonant guitar work, 
and the creepy silences cut by 
bouts of anger combine to make 
this record quite dynamic. This 
is all bookended by Lukas' haunt
ing samples which I find more 
effective on record than they 
were live.

As usual, Peter’s vocals are 
pretty crazy and indecipherable.

up for it by talking tough. The 
music is 100% crap. Pulling in 
Ice Cube for cred doesn't work 
either. Hopefully this sexist, no 
talent pig will disappear without 
a whimper. Actually, I don’t have 
any doubts.

Mike Graham

A Thousand Thousand Ways To 
Get Things Done

Horseshoes and Handgrenades

By the end of the summer of 
1994, Horseshoes and Hand- 
grenades had played a series of 
impressive shows with notable 
Canadian bands such as 
Furnaceface, Eric’s Trip, and 
punk legends NoMeansNo. Last 
fall, the Gazette called them the 
best band in Halifax and they 
were mentioned in Chart maga
zine as a hot new group.

Unfortunately, Horseshoes 
broke up, unannounced, that 
summer. Brock began playing 
with Bubaiskull and A1 Tuck & 
No Action, and eventually left 
town. Peter also left town but has 
been seen behind the drums at 
least once with Piggy (at a Nova 
Scotia College of Art and Design 
dance). Warren started doing 
Preppy Relatives. It seemed like we 
had heard the last of Horseshoes.

Before their untimely demise,

The few words 
which are dis
cernible seem to 
be threatening 
messages from the 
marginalized 
underman or the 
governing author
ity. I can’t tell 
which is which, 
but the sentiment 
is clear. Peter has 
a mysteriously-ac
quired (but hip) 
southern drawl 
happening, and 
he conjures up 
cathartic mes
sages in the midst 
of Horseshoes’ extended rifling. 
If their live shows made melody 
irrelevant, the CD reconstructs 
that melody.

Horseshoes were unique in 
Halifax. Unlike other groups who 
rely on retro-pop songwriting to 
woo kids into adoration, the band 
examined a music which seemed 
more temporal. This is in the 
sense that their music was fo
cused on improvisation, energy, 
and mood. Horseshoes were in
troverted like Artaud — a dan
ger to themselves.

If you remember Horseshoes 
and Hand Grenades, you'll know 
that any attempt at description is 
futile. If you don’t remember them,
I would recommend you give a lis
ten to the CD and discover an 
anomaly of the Halifax scene. “A 
Thousand Thousand Ways To Get 
Thing Done” is an excellent disc 
and you can pick it up for a decent 
price at most local record shops.

Dennis Callaci

There are some duds on this 
cd and it’s too bad that Thurston 
didn't try anything with the bass 
beyond some root notes. Some 
songs are monotonous, but that 
may be just because I'm used to 
hearing him share vocal duties 
within the loose confines of Sonic 
Youth. Perhaps the most monoto
nous song on the album is the 20 
minute “Elegy for All the Dead 
Rock Stars,” but I think that with 
the right mood-altering substance 
it would be a masterpiece.

Overall this is a great cd for 
any Sonic Youth fan. Especially 
those who list “Tom Violence.” 
“Dirty Boots,” or “Starfield Road” 
as their favourite tunes.
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Mike Graham

Psychic Hearts
Thurston Moore 
(Geffen/MCA) Chocolate Milk

Charles & Eddie 
(Capitol/EMI)

“I wonder how it will be differ
ent from his Sonic Youth stuff,” 
was the first thing I thought to 
myself when I heard about 
Thurston's solo project. Well, the 
answer is. “It's pretty much the 
same.”

Charles & Eddie continue to put 
out more of the same smooth, 
feel-good songs that they have 
always done. While there is noth
ing here quite as infectious as 
“Would I Lie To You”, there's 
something about Chocolate Milk 
that’s good. Very laid back in a 
post-shag sort of way, this makes 
for very easy listening.

With tracks like “She's So 
Shy”, “Keep On Smilin'”, “Sun
shine & Happiness”, “Little Piece 
Of Heaven”, and “Zarah", this al
bum makes you think of long, 
lazy summer days.

Unquestionably good and well 
worth a listen.

On one hand, it's too bad that 
this isn't a really wacked-out 
Thurston Moore thing. On the 
other hand, his stuff with Sonic 
Youth has always been the best 
(or at least my favorite), so 66 
minutes of it is a treat.

Psychic Hearts is filled with 
interesting, smothered, breathy 
vocals, and feedback. Don't even 
bother trying to play this (or any 
Sonic Youth) stuff on your gui
tar. Every song is played in a 
screwed up/interesting tuning. Eugenia Bayada
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Just Dome it.

Always ready, willing and able to entertain. 
Mon - Tues until 2:00am.
Wed - Sun until 3:30am.

the

DOME
Cheers • Lawrence of Oregano • My Apartment • Neon Armadillo
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