
ana emiiiator, Rundgren tayereda nd tex-,
tured sorigs in a manner that far surpasses-
anythlAg 'you would ever hear from the,

Accappella need flot be a dirty word.
Don: For rue, one of the most exciting trends
of 1985 was the oenewed presence of country
music elements, in rock. Jone jiitoe, John
Melepcarnîp, Nil Yo..mg, he fleLorul
ihe Diem~ These artlsts, and others like
thern, released albums that containecf ob-
vious country roots.
Jason and die Scorchmnsproduced an éner-
getic album (Lost and Fouînd), of whiskey
drinkin', lyin' and cheatlh'songs that would
do Haggaad and Jone proud.

While on thre îoplc of greath~oiky-î>nk
vocaliste, George Jones reIeased hisstrôngeýt
album in mem<>ry. Throughout Who's
Gonna MI1 Their Shoes, George shows off his
tremendous vocal range while prodtJcer
BilIy Sherrili has mercifully toned, dc5wf the
smothering layers of strings that have always
polluted Jones/Sherrit recordingsý
Sean: Two of the most ifiteresting debut
albumns of the year were Dream -Acadeinys
and Stanly jordoo's Magic Touch. ..

Dreamn Academy contains obvious hints of
many other performerssuch as Peter Gabriel

-("Life In a Northern Town"), Nlk Kershgw
("Bounçl To Be") and brushes of new wave
Pink Floyd throughout, w6ileesîablishlntg its
own identity.

Movlng to a different type of music, Stan-.
ley Jordon's Magic Touch' allowe d the lis-
tener a glimpse at a*unique, developing
talent. Though void of true emotion, Jor-
don's overwhelming guitar talents compen-
sate for thé shortcomings born of his
inexperiénce.
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oni: 1985 was riot a stellar year féw musiç>
but probably no wothbéêi any-ëýber, par-q
ticularlj in regard to tanadlan music. CM"c
Hart and Bryan Adamu achieved superstar
status in the United States, but that was
expected. Unfortunately, few others man-
aged to penetrate the widest musical barrier

*- the forty-ninth pàraIel.
*wap Adv*ntedipsed the sophomore

jinx with,2wo and inl the process produced
my favciurité Canadian album of 1995. The
conributins of Null Ganz <High Strung),
Ratiorw1 YotM (I-eéity) and Daukuocen (A
Test -of limie') deseirved a higher profile.
Releases by la*iuw. lnide, Cowan and
bil EyuI hould ave been buried.

FM reforîned and produoed an outstand-
ing single, t'Just Litke You'", even though it
dl&. sound a bit too much like the Cars.
IMasainhîVogue, a band 1 normally enjoy
ignorlng, çaught my attention with "Calil h
Love". Stlny Puppy reIeased awpther enjoy-
able album of 'bizarre angry noise. The
Spoons appear to be back on track with

Rornàntic Traffic" and .Thrifty's
comfmercials.

One of the biggest Canadian stories wasn't
about a Canadian band. for a couple of biars
and two albums, Canada.was the only market
to support KabMia and the Waves. Finally, in
1985, the Waves achieved international suc-
cess, a feat that would flot have happened
wihout Canadà's long tirrie support.

On the local front, Volce released Anno di
Vi6ce, a too brief collection of Èornlfrtable
pop/dance songs in a Humai League vein.

Turning again,towards Darkroomn-, itwas
an injustice to the band and their second
album that they' receîved so litde support
fromf WEA Canada; A Test of lime deserved
much better as it contained tbree bo nafide
potential hits.

ki d lang coninued te garner acclaim
across the continent and Ohama produced
more-tape tecorded gems.

Two local bands that did hot release vinyl,
but who becamne promninent were idyl Tea
andý Duty Choix.

Henry, Craig and Ev of ld>4 Tea performeti
several tlibs duning 1985, hicluding a
refreshing ninety-minuté set at the Chinook
in Octolaer. Dusty Chaps experienced A too
brief a time in the Edmonton Skyline but will
be remnembered for their etinotional "Yukon
Buddy".
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nor get muai lower tmin uns. Theonmi n-
tractual obligation' was deveoped fordis-
cussing albums the likes of ibis onét ju-W as
with tiiei previous albums, the talént con-
taineti in- Asla shôuld -prôduce soiineth&ug
inaredible. This never develops.'

Platinum Botsde's Allen Shores can be
fileti under 'living bell'. The FM reuision
albmContetwas aminor dspolntment.

Crfminai Mmnd was a wealc release.
Don: 1 was really disappolnted with Corey
Hart's second album, 1 honesly enjoyed his
Fii-st Offence album (1983).' Untike his, first
album, which contàined severalstrong songs
("Sungiasses At Night",. "Araby"), Boy in the
Box contained nothlng slgbtyintéiestltlg,
Well, not-true - the encloseti poster is
mouthwaterlng. -

Anether big letdown after a strong dlebut
was CarenceOClen's Hero; the album is a
study in 'bow to tiain'a goodti ngý

Fims, drop youf powerful backing band
Çfh. Red B"IRkers)mn>andi ssrong tèad sin-
gev {J. owen). Second, find your roots and
adoipi a traditionat Afdican nane, like Malt-
shagun. Then bring in the Wingof the oelete,
Narada Micael Walde,, to produce your
album. Put all together anudyou get a lacklus-
tre colléet ion of west coast rhythm and
blues;. WI

After his speaker blowlng debut~, Rescue, 1
expected.much moe* frorn rock's greatest
second banana.-1
Mis article wiII be contlnued. in, the next
issue.
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