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The Problem of Sable Island.

F. w. H. Jacombe, M.A., M.F.

fg;r hleQ{) Omi“im} Experimental Farms report
to tn 0 contains an interesting reference
twelvee results of the planting done some
seribedyears ago (May and June, 1901), de-
refery dat length in the report for the year
is ane to. Unfortunately the final report
trees unfavourable one, only a few of the
vivea,and plants then planted having sur-
S . ;
Spogsble Island is one of the most dangerous
is foron the eastern Canadian coast-line. It
out med entirely of white sand, and lies
e N (ﬁ}:eg}’ miles from the nearest point on
fr(_)m Hau};fla coast, and about 153 miles

il
by tf earea.has been considerably reduced
Sang, aﬁ"tlon of wind and water on the
about 4y, € present length of the island is
its wid \qenty_(?ne miles, and its width, at
Early QeLt, point, somewhat over a mile.
as forfur‘ eys gave the length of the island
m melles and its width two miles and
tend'on angerous shoals and sand-bars ex-
Tom f:ll sides, and the strong currents
out of 0; h and south often carry vessels
thig 75 heir course, while, in addition to
Mayy o5.8re frequent; naturally wrecks are
; ¢ planting was undertaken, at the
the Marine Department, chiefly
done to thObJeCt of preventing the damage
® furg e island by the wind. Naturally,
Carrigq %r the destruction of the island is
frop, th he greater becomes the danger
0 € shoals and sand-bars.

The. et(l)‘ges grow naturally on the island.
based 1 ice of species to be planted was
W argely on observations made by Dr.

m,
Mentq; aunders (then Director of Experi-
France arms) on a visit to Brittany, -

of Sané.:’l"here much work in the reclaimning
L unes has been done.
Speci :
p]_allted Pecies and numbers of each species

.On the island were as follows:

nyg
10,000.1)1}1,1?“91' (maritima), (cluster pine),
000, . “1nus sylvestris (Scotch pine), 10,

10,00 .S sylvestris rigaensis (Riga pine),
(Anstriénlnu§ laricio nigricans (Austriaca),
(Mountai Pine), 10,000; Pinus montana
IIl)l.“ghus U ‘pine), 5,000; Pinus montana
Mug g warf mountain pine), 2,500;
Xceleq obus (White pine), 2,500; Picea
bals“mea Orway spruce), 10,000; Abies
densis (ngBalsam Fir), 2,500; Picea cana-
(Blg J::)Splrl(l)%%), .,2T’500; Picea mariana
) Ly ; Juniperus virginiana,
(Con, c:;lia‘r.)r . 1,000; * Juniperus eor%lmunis,
%hs; (Ea,st%umper)’ 1,000; Thuja occident-
T Py Arbor-vitae), 500. Of the
OWing . ed species there were used the fel-
(,el‘a‘mtOba maple, (Acer Negundo),
903 Baty] Platanoides (Norway maple),
>000; G d"’} alba (European white birch),
editsia triacanthos (Honey locust),

91

2,000; Salix longifolia (Long-leaved wil-
low), 1,000. Planting was started on May
18th, the trees being found in good condi-
tion, in spite of having been packed up for
six weeks.

The first plantation was made on a sandy
bluff near the north shore, fairly well cov-
ered with the-common sand-binding grass
(Arenaria  ammophila), the trees being
planted two and a half to three feet apart
each way in a soil composed of pure sand.

One considerable area, to which the name
of Gourdeau Park was given, was found to
be covered to the depth of several inches
with a black, peaty soil, mixed with sand
and underlaid with pure sand. On this were
growing common juniper (Juniperus com-
munis), cranberry (Empetrum nigrum), wax
myrtle (Myrica cerifera), blueberry (Vacei-
nium), wild rose and other plants. The
planting was completed on June 17. Arti-
ficial fertilizers were used to some extent,
these comprising nitrate of soda, muriate of
potash, superphosphate of lime and quick-
lime. Sea-bird droppings were plentiful all
over the island. In ‘Gourdeau Park’ the
oil was ploughed.

The climate of the island is not extreme.
During the years 1898 to 1901 (inclusive)
the highest temperature registered by the
thermometer was 78 degrees Fahrenheit and
the lowest 5 degrees Fahrenheit . The winds,
however, are very high and constant and

gales are frequent.

At the End of the First Season.

Trom August 13 to October 3 the weather
was very dry, and from September 21 to
September 26 a continuous gale blew,
ranging in direction from southwest to
north, which ‘burned’ the leaves off the
deciduous trees. All the pines, however,
except the white pine, looked well and had
made a good growth. Some of the spruces
survived but few looked promising. :

A memorandum prepared by Mr. Boutel-
lier, the superintendent of the island, for
the Director of Ixperimental Farms, om
March 23, 1910, summarized the re’sult of
the plantations: At ‘Station No. 4,” where
9000 trees and shrubs were planted, he
found alive but fifteen Austrian pine, five
mountain pine, sixteen Scotch pine, twelve
maritime (cluster) pine, two ‘N orway spruce
and one black spruce. They were all
spread out on the ground,” the memoran-
dum runs, ‘and were about one foot high.
In summer they run up to th«ls z(;lp of the

k grass that grows arounc em, per-
]);?LI}])S qguite two feet.” At ‘No. 3 Station,”
where 5,000 plants and shrubs were planted,
the only one mentioned in the report is a



