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opinion anongst the people of this Island, and many delusive projects and impracti-
cable neasures have been and are froni time to tine enunciated respecting -uch
questions, whereby the tenantry have been and are greatly imposed upon and induced
to support the propounders of such measures, under the delusive hope that by doing so
they will be relieved of the payient of rent; and the attention both of the people and
Legislature being occupied vitl such deceptive schemes, measures intended to develop
the resources of the Colony are not only neglected, but a state of society equally
opposed to the moral, social, and political welfare of the people, and their true interests
is produced : And whereas various despatches have for a great number of years
declared that ler Majesty's Governmnent will not consent to any compulsory inter-
ference with the laws and rights of the proprietors, and wbich has been strongly
reiterated in the despatch of Sir Edward Buluer Lytton, now Her Majesty's Principal
Secreturv of State for the Colonies, dated 2oth October 1858, and 3d Decenber 1858,
from which it is clear that any measures for the benefit of the tenantry must resuit from
an aiicable arrangement with the proprietors: And whereas the agitation of hostile
nîeasures, such as escheat, fishery reserves, and quit-rents, must not only result, as
they alvays have done, in leading the tenantry into costs and trouble without in any
w'ay nnmeliorating their condition, but wvill also engender a feeling in the proprietors,
rendering then disinclined to listen to proposals vhich. if suchi agitation were at an
end, they would be likely to entertain : And wvhereas Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, in his
despatches above referred to, vhile refusing to sanction neasures, which in England
are considered inconsistent with the rights of property, lias expressed the readiness of
ler Majesty's Governient to co-operate vith the Legislature in furthering measures
for the settlemnent of the land tenures, if conceived in a spirit of fairness and conciliation
to all parties:

" Therefbe resolved, 1st. That an luiomble address be presented to Her Majesty,
praying that lier iNLajesty will be pleased to direct a Commission to sone discreet and
impartial person, not connected with hie Island or its affairs, to inquire into the
existing relations between landlord and tenant, and to negotiate with the proprietors
for such abatenient of present liabilities, and f'or such terns for enabling the tenantry
to convert tleir leaseholds into freeholds, as, without infringing on the rights of the
landlords, nay be fuirly and reasonably asked for to amieliorate the condition of the
tenantry.

":2d. lkesolved, That in the opinion of this House the basis of any such arrangement
should be a large remission of arreais of rents now due ; and secondly, the giving every
tenant holding iunîder a long lease an option of purchasing his land at a certain rate, at
any tine lie migiht find it convenient to do so.

S3d. Resolved, That a renission of arrears of rent nay be reasonably asked,
inasnuch as the existence of these arrears, although it is due partly tu an unwillingness
of' the tenants Io pay rent, under the idea that escheat or some other delusive scheme
wxould enab!e theni to evade ; vet it is also due in part to the lâches and remissness of
the landloids and their agents'in not enforcing it ; and because, in nany cases, the
arremas, however incurred, amount to so laige a sun that the exacting theni would
prove ruinous to a large nunber of loyal and industrious people, and would further
entirely put it out of their poiver t0 avail themselves of the plan suggested in suba
sequent resolutions for purchasing their tarns.

" 4tl. lìesolved, That as the circunistances of the tenantry would not in general
enable thein to pay down anv large portion of the purchase-mioney, the best and only
neans for converting the tenures into freeholds lies in the adoption of the plan wlhich.
vould practically constitute every farmu a savings bank for its owner, in whicl lie could

froni tinie to tiie invest his savings at interest, towards the purchase of his farnm, an
arrangement whicb could be eflectcd by the folloving means; viz., that the landlords
should agree to permit the tenants to purchase their farms fbr such suai per acre as
shal be fixed upon ; and providing further, that when any tenant (whose rent was
paid up) should be desirous of paying any sîum, not being less than ten pounds, towards
thie purchiase of his land, lie should have the option of doing so, and that the interest
on the ten pounds, or other anount so paid, should thenceforth go in reduction of his
yearly ient, and so on for every payient on account of purchase until the wliole was
paid, whuen lie should receive his deed, and that similar covenants should be inserted
in all future leases for terms over 40 years; such an arrangenent would not only give
the tenant the advantage of paying an instalment of his purchase-noney, and at the
saie time reducing his rent whenever he chose, without subjecting hinself to the
vexation and costs incident to cases of inability to mueet instalnents agreed to be paid:
at a particular day, but would, in the opinion of this Ilouse, gradually but certainly
change thie tenures into freeholds, without the aid of loans and the expensive sub-
sistence of public offices, by vhich heavy liabilities have already been, and would, if
persevered in to a nuch greater extent, be inposed on the public finances.

"We do therefore humbly pray that Your Majesty will be pleased to take the foregoing
matters into Your Royal consideration, and to appoint sone fit and proper person or persona
Commissioner or Comnissioners to inquire into the relations of landlord and tenant in this
Island, and negotiate with the proprietors of township lands for the fixing some certain rate
of price at. whicli every tenant may at any time have the option of purchasing his land, or
or of paying instalments of such purchase, and thereby gradually reducing the yearly rent
until the whole price thereof is paid ; and also to negotiate with the proprietors for a remis-
sion of the arrears of rent in such cases and on such townships as the said Co'mmissioner

or


