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Since the tlme of which T am now wntmg the old Hudson s Bay

. Fort has been. pulled down, and a more commodious one: erected in’

its stead. The officer in cha.rue of it had only one chamber to serve
for both sitting and. bed room ; and late at night into this and the
pmence of Colonel Moody, Captain Grant, Mr. Begbie and the

,-Hudsons Bay Company's officers, gathered round .the fire, we made .-
our way, looking, I dare say, pxtxa.ble objects enough. .- With'

the ready kindness which I never failed to meet with from
. “the  Company’s othcers in . British -Coluinbia, Mr. Orrxlvy soon

eqmpped both of us-in smts of dry clothes and seabed us before a
' hot’supper

In a subsequent chapber I shall have bccdsio‘n to- speals. more

fully of ¢“bars;” but-as the word occurs quuently in this book, I

may here say that all those places'w here gold is found and worked 3

on a river's bunk are called by that name. Thls term has become

the recognised one, and is not mere miner’s slang ; all proclamations

referring to gold-extracting; . etc., bemg, wddressed to the “mmmg
- hars” of such and such a district. :

Bars are formed simply by a deposit of heaps of detritus at

" various bends of a river. flowing thmugh accumulatxo.ns of irrupted

" rock, and between: mount:uus whose sxdes have been broken down
by former great convulsions. The ru.shmv river tears away mass -

.after inass of this rock and gmvel, and, ca.rrymg on a natural com-
bination. of the “sluicing”. "and “crushing” processes, deposxto ‘the

gold, with its ever-accompanying black metallic sand and a certain
"quantxty of common earth, at intervals along its banks, carrying
most of the lighter sand, etc., out to its ‘mouth, there to form sand- - -

banks and flats. It will be ea.sﬂy understood, therefore, that these o o

bars are formed at every place where there is or ha.s bheen any-

: thmg to catch the drift as it comes down.. - B?t wham is somewhat -
" curious is the very d.lﬂ'erent value of the depoe«n at warious bars, or

o 'even parts of the same bar, some bemg very ric Lgrs very poor,
" even where they are ‘close. together; and this haﬁpen not .in - the
vertical section, which would be to some dxtentf

- deeper. .

mt:elh"lble, ’
but at an equal distance under the surface. One" part of a bar

. may-“give out,” whxle another part will be worth workmg 20 feer,»v .

Thus all bars aljg formed in the same_ way, even. alt,bough tahe
»nvers “which depomted some of them have long since ‘ceased to ﬂOw,' : | ,
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