INTRODUCTION.

HEN attention was drawn to Laura Ingersoll Secord, in 1860,
it was a great surprise that she had so long been unapprec-
iated and known to so few. Living among many of her

husband’s relatives for over a quarter of a century, hearing constant
allusion to those times, it seemed almost impossible that such heroism
should have remained untold and her name unmentioned. After reading
the newspaper account, inquiry was made of an aged friend whose
whole life was spent in St. Davids, as to its truthfulness. Quickly
came the reply, “‘It is all true.”” No details were given, but the
answer was sufficient confirmation. The excitement of the American
Civil War and removal from St. Davids caused the circumstances to
be almost forgotten, but now and then allusions would come recalling
them. When the Woman's Literary Club was formed in St. Cath-
arines, in 1892, it was my part to prepare one of the papers for the
opening meeting. The historic subject of Laura Secord was selected,
and during the preparation of the paper I found that her ancestors and
my own came from the same place, Great Barrington, Mass. Previous
to this it had been a custom to spend a week or two during the summer
season in making sketches in water-colors of historic places and build-
ings, of which there are so many in this locality. Some had been pre-
viously made in Niagara and vicinity. I concluded to make sketches in
connection with Mrs. Secord’s history, and to gather what information
it was possible to gain from her relatives, and those who had seen and
known her. Strange to say, no one seemed to know anything of her
early life or later years. At historic gatherings I had the pleasure of
meeting Mrs. Curzon, and was greatly impressed by her appearance.
Not long before her death some correspondence took place between us.
Suffering at that time from ill health, an offer was made to place what
memoranda had been collected in her hands, to be used as she saw best.,
It was my last letter to her, for her death took place soon after. Feel-
ing that what had been collected might be of use, a commencement
was made to put them together. A letter was written to the Post-
master of Great Barrington, asking for the address of any of the
Ingersoll descendants still remaining there. This letter was placed in
the hands of the late Charles J. Taylor, Esq., Historian of Great
5



