
INTRODUCTION.

W HEN4 attention was drawn to Laura lgersoi Secord, lu 186,
it was a great surprise that abe badl so long been unapprec-
îated and known to so few. Living among many of her

husband's relatives for over a quarter of a century, bearing constant
allusion to those trnes, it seernei aimost impossible that sucb beroisin
sbould have remained untold and ber narne unmentioned. After readîng
the newspaper account, inquiry was made of an aged friend whoe
wbole life was spent in St. Davide, as to its truthfulness. Quickly
carne the reply, "It is ail true." No details were gîven, but the
answer was sulilcient confirmation. The excitement of the American
Civi War and remnoval frein St. Davide caused the circumstances to
be almoet forgotten, but now and thon allusions would corne recalling
thein. Wben the Woman's Literary Club was forrned in St. Cath-
arines, lu 1892, it was -Y part to preparo one of the papers for the
openiflg meeting. Tbe historic subject of Laura Secord 'was selected,
and during the preparation of the paper I fouud that ber ancestors and
rny elwn camne frein the sarne place, Great Barrington, Mass. Previeus
te this it had been a customn to speud a week or two during the surnuner
season in rnaking sketches in water-colors of historie places and build-
ings, of wbicb there are se nlany in this locality. Sorne had been pre-
viously made in Niagara and vicinity. 1 concluded te makre sketches lu
connection with Mrs. Secord's history. and to gatber wbat Information
it was possible te gain frein ber relatives, and those who had seen and
known ber. Strange te say, ne one seerned to know anytbing of ber
early life or later years. At historie gatberlugs 1 bad the pleasure of
meeting Mrs. Curzon, and was greatly irnpressedl by her appearance.
Net long before ber deatb some correspoudence took place betweeu us.
Sufferiug at that turne frein i11 healtb, au effer wua made to place wbat
memoranda bail been cellected Iu ber bauds, to be useil as ahe saw best.
It was my lait letter te ber, for ber death toek place soon alter. Feel-
ing that what bail been collecteil rigbt b. of use, a commencement
was made te put thein together. A letter was written te the Foot-
master of Great Barriugten, asking for tbe address of auy of the
Ingerseil descendants still rernaining tbere. This letter Wus placed In
the bauds of the late Charles J. Taylor, Esq., Histerlan of Great


