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perforation of the hiliary bla(lder, did îîot corne under observation
for some considerable tine a fter the onset of syrniptoins, and al
dieti. Tie patient with perforation of the biliary bladder wvas not
operated tupon until four days after perforation had oecurred.

The results iii these cases confirin the assumnption that early
intervention is the iinost imiportant factor in success, and indicate
tlîat the fate of the patient is therefore dependent npon the early
diagnosis made by the physician, and upon the prompt removal of
Nhe prînlary canse of the p< iiouitis. Further sup)port is given to
tlîis view by the fifty cases xvith ýonly two deatlîs reported by
Murphy, -a11 of wlîich were operated upon within tliree to forty
bours after the onset of symptoms.

As regards ulcer of the stoinacli and duiodenumn, Terri-r and
Ilartmiann7<> report fifty-three cases operated uponi within ýtwelve
liours with 16 tleaths (30</, ) ; 38 operated upon in froin twelve 10
twenty-four hours, with 22 deaths (581/(:), and 29 in frorn twenty-
four to forty-eight liours, withi 2ý2 deaths (767 ».

Siegel states that iii peritonitis due týo abdomninal wounds involv-
ing the digestive tract, operation withiii the flrst foîin hiolrs liad a
inortality of 15</c» within five to eight lîours, 44% within nline to
twelvc hours, 66.6% and after twelve bhours, 70%,.

A few surgeons hiave recently reported good resuits frýoin prim-
ary suture of the wounid wvithio1 drlainage ia Cases of peritonitis
operated uponl ah an early stage.

In Professor Iiott 'er's clinie, 151 cases of appendicular peri-
tonitis were operated upon ýbctween January, 1910, and October,
1911. In the tliirty cases in which drainage was eînployed there
wvere twelve deaths (401/ ), whilst iii the one hundred an'd twenty-
one cases wvhich wvere treate1 hy prinmary suture thiere were only
20 deathis (16,57/ ). As previously stated, lie now provides for
drainage in exeeptionai cases oly.

Bauer is o11e of the inost ardent advocates of primiary suture,
and spoke iii favor of it at the mneetings of the Danisehený Chirur-
gisehien Gesellesclîaft in 1910 anti 1911. In 1911, lie reported 115
cases of appendienlar peritonitis, 67 of whichi werc treated by
prirnary suture, with 6,2 cures and 5 deathis (7.5%)1, and 38 by
drainage, witli 32 cures and 6 deaths (16.517c). 0f 14 cases due to
perforation, of gastrie or duodenal ulcer, 10 were treahed by prîm-
ary suture, with 2 deaths (201/0), 4 by dranage, with 2 deahhs
(5,0(<. Ten cases were due bo pyosalpinx. 0f the five cases which
were sutured without drainage, ail recovered, whilst of the five in
-which drainage wvas employed one died. 0f the remaining 15 cases
(cholecystitis, typlîoid perforation, perforation of gastùo-intestinal


