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of timo regarding the insecuro character of
thisimmense structure, and frogquont reports
wore mado to tho muitary authoritlies vo-
specting it, bus still it was occupied as usual,
soldiers appanring, outwardly at Jeast, not to
vindieata the fe:ars of the cantious ; but still
no doubt foaling insecure whilein the build.
ing.”in consequenco of tl'e way in which it
always quivered when a gale of wind pre-
vailed,  Notwithstanding the largoe quantity
of snow which had accumulated on the roof
during the past two or three days, and the
uneasiness manifested by a fow moro ap-
prehensive persons, the Queen’s Own Riflos
paraded there last evening and drilled till
after ten o'clock, perfectly unconcicus of
the groat danger in which they stood; and
indeed it was only through the interposition
of Providenco that tho roof did not fall w
and crush that gallant battalion,
‘Thebuilding was erected several years ago
at great oxpeuse—tho city contribuling
£1000 towards thoe cost of its construction
and thoe government providing the balanco.
Itis -ery questionablo whethev the authori.
ties will rebuild tho shed.— Turonto Leader.

SropeX Deati— Wo oxceedingly regret to
state that Mr. George O'Brien, Instructor of
the Chatham Cornet Band, diad, in a singu
larly sudden mununer, last Thursday after-
noon. On the previous Sunday, whilst play-
g at the funcral of Me. Weir, he complain-
e of illness, which continued occasionally
during the week, but not so as to alarw his
wife. At tho moment of his death hio was
composing & Dead Mereh {or the Band, and
the last words ho uttared were * there arc
wvo wrong notes,” and he then said he felt
drowsy and would like a sleep, but it was a
long one—the sleep of death.  Mr. O'Brien
was o thorougli musician, and wns for the
long poeriod of 24 years Ban-l Sergoant aad
Masterof the 6Tth hugineut. tle then
want to tle bunds of tha 20th and 16th regi-
ments, aud came o Chuham last year.
Decoased was buried on Sunday afternoon,
the Band playing a Funeral Dirga composed
by bimselt. —Chathain Planct.

Boats ror Rep River.—~TIt is said that tho
Governmen{ has contracted for seventy
boats to Le completed by the month of April
next. These bLoats are destinad for the
North-west territory, and are thirty-threo
feet in Jangth and calcuated to float in very
shallow water They are to be so construe-
ted that they can be carried from one strean
to another in case the navigation is impe led
by artificial or natural obstacles.

CORRESPONDENCE.

{ e Ldltor daes not hold himsels vosponsihie for
individua? crpressinng of opinion i communi-
cations eddressed 10 the VOLUNTEER REVILW. ]

e

To the Editor of the VoLusTLER Brview,

Smi;—Amongst some Volunteer circles
with whom I have como in contact thereap-
pears to be considerable discussion as to
whether troops are to bo sent {o Red River
in the spring ov not, and whethar mn the
ovent of any being sent, they will consist of
regulars or Volunteers, or both? If any
Yolunteers go who they will bo, and whether
stated corps will be sent, or a call for Vol
unteers issued.

Rumours have been mn cwculation that
the Royal Canadian Rifles were to bo sent,
but I have not yet learned that anything of
anofficial nature has transpired relative to
any force beiug, sent, If an expedition is
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Tll}Bntchcd Isuppose it will bo by steaunboat t back is of course tuo immense amount of

to Fort William and thence overland to
Fort Garry. Of course nothing is casier
than to land a force with any mnount of
baggage and stores at Fort William, tho dif-
ficulty being to transport the {orce with its
inmenso nmount of stores ammunition and
provisions thence to the seat of trouble,

I amof opiniou that the bulk of the Yorce
should bo Volunteers, but that a fow tae
cording to tho total strength sent) com-
panies of regulars Gay from the Royal Ca.
nadian Rifles) should accompany the expedi-
tion; n squad of the commissaviat staft’
corps (regulars) would suflicz and would
form a nucleus to organize a company from
amongst tho Volunteers of a strength ac-
cording to the discrotion of the command-
myg oflicer (who would perlaps inspivo more
confidence if a regular alto.)  The Volun
{eers selected for the expedition should bLe
from a district where the men wo inured to
bush lifo and accustomed to thavicissitudes
of a life in tho woods; men who can wield
the axe, (there would bo a vast amount of
firewood wanted every night and a goodly
quantity of boughs of trees required for bed-
%ding, and these would require experienced
thands to got tho rignt sort and gatitas
quickly as possible), men who cinmake
themselves comfortable in the open aivat
night, who are up to all tho mysteries of
wooderafs and who could when necessary
cope with thase semi-barbarous ualf-breeds
in their own strategetical mode of bush war-
fare with moro chance of suceess than it the
forco were compased of city men, or even
regular soldiars, who would bo cutirely lost
in chopping trees, making camps, and long
endarance of hard fave, fatigue, wet, cold,
heat, hunger, and perhaps now and then
thirst, all of which would have to be gone
through to no incounsiderablo extent. As
for drill many of our rusal battalions and
companies ara remarkably well up in both
drill anq disciplino and they would soon ac-
quire the necessary precision and obedience
to all orders at the short parades which
would talce place morning and night on the
march, A company or two at a time couid
have a turn at skirmishing for « half hour
or so a day without any delay to the march,
or extra fatigue to themselves. Evoryone
has noticed the great improvement at the
closo of an annual drill, and if a Battalion is
1 (as I believoe many aro at any timo) fit for
servico after six days drill with very little
discipline, then how miuch more efficient
would they bo after six wacks servica under
the constant vigilance of their officers and
with no temptation or chanca to neglect
their duty. Tho Volunteers would learn
from the regulars precision in drill, thrift
with their rations, discipline, and general
soldierly conduct and habits. The regulars
would learn from the Volunteers how to
camp outin the bush, and how to live in
thowoods. ‘Thero are experienced guides
to be got who havo traversed and arewell
acquainted with the route. The great draw-

“Impediments’ required to be taken along
with the forco not on'y in the usual amount
of baggago and stores required together
with n large supply of ammaunition, but the
whole of the provisions for tho army must
be oarried with it.  Tho aftuir ought to bo
a second Abyssinian expedition (on 2 small
scale of course) "ut in Abyssiniaa graat
quwntity of tho provisions were drawn from
tho country itself, whereas, from Fort
Willinm to Fort Garry not a mouthful, com-
paratively speaking, could be depended on.
If the Government are desirous of settling
that country no bettor class of seltlers can
Lo found thun our backwoods Volunteors.
Far botter than enugranis direct fiom the
old country, cor old soldiers, and it is {o be
hoped that if any Volunteors are sent tho
Government will offer somo inducement to
allow some of them to sctile there, and as
a voad into tho country is o necessity thero
conld bo no better way to construct one
than with an expeditionury force who would
of thamsolves leave a gool track for a road
ad at each night's halting placa (which
would be at about every fifteen mmles) there
would bo « good sized clearing made with a
couple of hundred axes ringing for an hour
or so. '

Itis to bo hoped some of our enthusias-
tic backwoods Volunteers will have the
chanco of going; they sacrifico a good deal
moro for tho service in the country compa-
ni¢s than the authorities at Head Qu~rtors
arc aware of. I havo always thought thero
needed somo special clauses in the MMilitia
Act relative to companies whose members
veside at a great distance from one another
and from their Drill Sheds. Someo addition-
al pecuniary grant to enable them to bo got
together without such a loss of timo and
money to themselves and their oflicers.
City battlions drilling weekly have fre.
quently no more per company than have
some counfry companies at their weekly
parados and what a diffsrenco there is be-
tween tho city clerk or mechanic leaving his
daily duty, going homeo to tea and having no
distance tc go to his diill, and tlre country
farmer, farmer’s son or labourer after his
days hard manual labour having a trudgoe
of some miles Lo his rendezvous. To the
former it is but relaxation, to thoe latter it
is an increase o his bodily fatigue; and
while on the subjoct, consider the expense
and trouble in warning men living ten and
fiftaen miles away and in differentdirections
when required for special occasions, such as
inspection or annual dnll, (and these some-
times are countermanded and have to be
done over again), or for & Fenian scare. It
is a wonder that corps circumstanced liko
this are kept up at all.

I have madomy letter ratner longer than I
hadintended ; my interest in the service has
made me long-winded and must be my ex-
cuse, I will now conclude by signing my-
self.

BusnwHACKER.



