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sun worship of the heretieal King.
Ont of these he had to frame an
oclectic system pleasing to the new
ruler. wheo as of Phoesnician origin,
haa Semito-Hauiite go ds of his own

An examination of  the Zend
Avesta or sacred book of the Per-
siang, u its three parts, the Veadi-
dad, Vispered and Yasna, and the
Khordah-Avesta, discloses the fact
that il professes to be in parl are-
velation from Ahara Mazds, the
Wise Being, {o Zovoaster.  ‘Those
parts which are of the nature of
hyvuns and litanies are not negess-
arily thus inspived.  Aluna reveals
the existence also of Angro-Main-
vus, the Bvil Spiril, co-eternal with
himzelf, but yet to he destroved by
hiz power.  Viewed as a1 monothe-
istic systeus or betier as a dualism,
there iz mueh {o admire in a so-
called revelation which vegards the
world as originally created good in
all its parts by a wize God. Bautas
we pursue onr investigations it ap-
pears that the Zend-Avesta contains
a pantheon of original heathen
deities and a pandiabolon of the
sume origine Max  Miller suvs:
*Gods unkuown to any lndo-Eurve-
pean nation are waorshipped under
the =ame uames in Sauserit and
Zend: and the change of some of
the most sacred expressions in Sans-
crit mto nawmes of cevil spirits in
Zend, only serves to strengthen the
conviction that we have here the
usual traces of 1 schism which sep-
anted a community that had once
been united.® The gods which are

abjects  of adaralion are of three
ranks, namely A mshaspands, Yezds,
and Fervers,  The ninor devils are
classsed as Darvands and  Divs, and
amonge the Tormer appear the Todian
gods  Indra, Sivn, and the Asvin-
Nasutya.  Two of the Amshaspands
of whom thereare but six are Vohu-
Mano aad  Spenta-armaiti, whose
names are capable of {ranslation as
“the  good  spirit and “the holy
earthy” bul they are really those of
Ning Gushiasp> historical son and
grandson, for Speatarmaidi s a form
of Esfendinr and Vohumano is his
son Behmer.

Like the Hebrew Seriptures, the
Zend Avestadeals largely in history,
but it is the history of the impre-
eafory psalms. With  Angro-Main-
yus or Ahriman, the evil spirit, are
allied  Frangrace and  Avejataspa,
whom all conmmentators recoguize
as the same personnlities ax Afrasiab
and his xon Arjasp, the descendants
of "Tur, who was the son of Feridun
or Thraetaona {he founder of the
Pishdadian dynasty.  These are real
historieal characters and represent:
the leaders of the principal enemies
of the Hyksos line in Egypt. ‘The
kings of that line;such as RKavata or
Kobad and Husrava or Khosrou, arve
abjects of adoration, and their ene-
mies are objects of detestation. If
the Bible had made Isaac and Jacob
gods, and Ishmael and HEsau devils.
it would have followed the spirit of
the Zend-Avesta. BEven that obscure
character, Mithra the mediator, is a
reflestion of no divine attribuie, but




