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satisfactory--19 cliieks, amor.g which are sone
culls, certainly, but also somne fine birds.

Yet I do not mean to lay it down as an infallible
rule that the valu.e of the prodiics of eggs bonght
will always be in exact ratio to the price of ti -
eggs. Indeed 1 amn inforined of soine actual cx-
ceptions to the rule. Weil, all I have to say aboit
this is, tliat a mini who advertises eggs from his
prize hirds, and after lie lias the price demnanded
for them in his pocket, and in the aibsý netn of the
second party, deals him out an inferior article,
miust be a consiîmmate scoundrel, and will be foiid
out and exposed before lie die. A man who picks
your pocket is I gentleman in coiiipariso, for le
nakes noa pretensiois to honlesty.

.But I do take the ground taken by Mr. Thomias,
that in order to succeed in the busintss, a ian
mnust follow the golden rule. For wvlich r\ asoi I
do not thîink beginrs shiould bc in too great a
hurry advertising first-class birds; better learn to
know a first-class bird first.

In closing permit ie to offer thanks to friend
Tlioinas for this one tiiely hint, " Do not start
vith too nany kinds." Hoping also to liear from
Waterloo ligain soon throuugh medium of Rivuw.

Yours, &c,
Sincoc, Dec. 17th 1878. GÂî.î.Ixs.

For the Review.
Notes from Vaterloo.

No. 4.
As the Siandard of E.cellence, issued by the

American Pouiltry Association, is the recognîized
authority on poultry matters in Canada as well as
in the United States, every breeder who wishes to
be successful nust not only be thoroughly posl ed
in all the points and qualifications of his favorite
varieties, but also.ougit carefully to consider, and
be prepared to express an intelligent opinion, on
every proposed change.

The subject of unde.r-color in Lighît Brahinas is
at present engag'ng the attention of breeders of
that variety, and as they largely outnuimber flic
breeders of any other variety, or perhaps thliose of
all other varieties, gaines alone excepted, the mat-
ter will no doubt receive careful consideration be-
fore any change is effected.

"Under-color other thai wlite or bluishî-white"
is the disqualification according to the Standard at
present. The changes proposed at last meeting
of the Association, and which are to be discussed
at their next meeting, in Buffalo in February next,
are to have these words struck out altogether, or
to have substituted instead, "red, brown, or black
appearing in plumage of back."

Now, is any change desirable; and if so, what
will be its effect? If the present clause be struck
out it vill leave it entirely optional with. the

judges, aiind therefore a matter of uncertainty, as
t lie differ in Opinion on this point, atliotihu tliere
is a growing desire in favor of pure white uinder-
color; for at mnost of the leadinig exhibitions, both
in the United States and Canavda, diring th( past
two years, a bird with' dark uiider-color lad no

cliaict to compete againist its lighter colored oppo.
nit ,t otlier points being near y t quail. NLow the

Stant'ard gives no preference eitlier to whiite or
biluisi-wlite, so if preference is to be givel to white
it %vere better to have it incorporated in the Bland.

qrd, and then exhibitors vould kniow what to ex.-

pet.t.
Everyonc will ageve fhat it is riglt to " aim

high,' to set up IL ligh standaisi a Lmodel, but it
is also wise to sec that undue proiniience is not
given to any one point to the nieglect of others of
more importance; for, after all, under-color ean
only be proved by iandling the bird, while defects
of symmIîuetry, comb, liakle, tail, or leg featlering,
arc sceen at IL glance. True, there are other defects,
such as faulty wings, crooked breast-boncs, &c.,
wlich also cin only be deteet d, when talken in the
iand; but the famlts which arc mnost casily secen
should bear the greatest weight in judging.

In ny opinion the subject resolves itself into
this: Can Liglt Bralimas be brd uuniforiîly, or at
least a reasonable proportion of th2nm, with clear,
distinct dark hiackle, black tail and vings, and pure
white under-color; or will the result of our best
and mîost carefully studied matings only produce
an occasional bird witih these desired quilities ? If
the former, then no iatter how diffieu;t, it will b
valuable, and should be tried; but if the latter, the
resuit will be loss and not gain, for an occasional
or chance bird, that miglt be termîed a sport, is of
no value as a breeder, and vill never produce its
like. 'Tlere can be nîo pernanent imîîprovement of
the race or variety unless thie best birds, the prize-
winnîîers at the exhibitions, are selected and nated
for lreeding.

This is the plan adopted withi hiorses, cattle,
pigs, in fact with all otlier live stock, and wliy not
with poultry? If we have to breed two distinct
classes, one for breeding, the other for exhibition,
there is somnething wrong in tlhe 8:audardor sone-
whîere else, and the variety is just as good now as
it can be ten or tventy years lience. A really first-
class pair of birds, fromî a straighit line of pure and
first-class ancestors, should produce a majority of
first-class ceicks, that with proper care and atten-
tion, should developu into birds as good or better
than their parents. But if that pair had pure
white under-color a large proportion of thueir pro-
-enly would have faded hackles, wings and tail;
consequently the parents were not first-class, our
opi.nions or tastes to the contrary nohwithstanîd-
ing.


