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Report, 1857—continued.

Prairie Country. Fine and level character of the country from the Red River Colony to the
Rocky Mountains, 8ir George Simpson 840, 841——The country along the Saskatche-
wan towards Edmonton is a rolling priarie, 1b. 851, 852 Frequent fires on the prairies
adverted to in connexion with the fitness of the land for settlement, Corbett 2869. 2871~
2874 There is a sloping prairie country from 600 to 800 iles wide which 1s mostly
grass land, but the soil1s sandy, and is not rich enough to produce grain, Sir J. Richard-
son 2899-2901. 2913, 2914.

Presbyterian Church. There is a Presbyterian church at Red River, Right Rev. Dr.
Anderson 4280.

Price of Land. Practice in regard to the purchase of land from the Company ; for 5s. or
7 5. 6d. an acre leases are granted for g9g years with restrictions merely upon trading in
furs, Sir G. Simpson 1199-1226. 1285-1291—— Evidence to the effect that the price
of 55. or 7s. 6d. an acre for land is in the main merely nominal, inasmuch as but a very
small proportion of the settlers or squatters make any payment for the land, 76. 1762-1785.
1797-1832. 1861-1870——Price of land at Red River, Isbister 2519 Lower price
charged for land by the American Government than by the Hudson’s Bay Company,
M Laughlin 5009-5011——Nature of the demand for land in the Company’s territory,
Caldwell 5569-5571- See also Headingley. Vancouver’s Island, 6.

Private Trading. See Fur Trade, 8. 9. 13. 14.

Profits. Constitution of the Hudson’s Bay Company as regards the participation of the

stockholders and principal servants in the profits, Right Hon. E. Ellice 5790-5793- 5302
Average profits for the last seven years ; how appropriated, ib. 5802. 5895-5899
Since the union of the Companies the profits have averaged about twelve per cent. on the
capital, ¢b. ;

Particulars of profits or dividends as distributed to the shareliolders for the years
1847-56;5 App.p. 449.
See also Capital.

Proprietary Rights. Witness when opposed to the Company many years ago, took the
opinions of many eminent lawyers as to their legal rights, and has, since his connection
with the Company, taken further eminent legal opinions, Right Hon. Ellice 5823 ——
Conclusion that the proprietary rights of the Compauy, as given by the charter, cannot
be disputed, ib. 5823, 5824 Existence formerly of several proprietary colonies in
the States; how terminated, 2. 5824. 5922—-5928 The Company is the last pro-
prietary government in existence, ib. 5824——Reference to an Act passed in 1690,
conveying certain powers to the Hudson’s Bay Company but for seven years only ;
explanation hereon to the effect that subsequent Acts in 1708, 1744, 1803 and 1818 have
contained clauses saving the rights and privileges of the Company, ib. 6059-6069.

See also Territorial Rights.

Puget Sound Agricultural Company. The Puget Sound Agricultural Company is an off-
shoot of the Fiudson’s Bay Company, Sir G. Simpson 1124 The Puget Sound Com-
pany, which cultivates a considerable quantity of land in Vancouver’s Island, is com-
posed of servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Hon. C. W. W. Fitzwilliam 2352
2355-

As regards the Puget Sound Company, its affairs were so much identified with those of
the Hudson’s Bay Company that witness could never distinguish between the two,
Blanshard 5289, 5290. 5313, 5314. 5342-5357 — lmpression that Mr. Douglas acted
as manager for the Puget Sound Company, ib. 5340-5346—— Witness understood that
many settlers and labourers were introduced by the Hudson’s Bay Company, though in
fact they may have heen sent by the Puget Sound Company, ib. 5347=5357.

The Puget Sound Company is quite distinct from the Hudson’s Bay Company,
Right Hon. E. Ellice 5849 Origin of the Puget Sound Company in the increasing
cultivation north of the Columbia, 2b.

See also Longford, Captain.

Q.

Queen Charlitte’s Island. Queen Charlotte’s Island is less suitable than Vancouver’s
Island for settlement, Cooper 3749-3752 Specimens of gold have‘ been brought
from Queen’s Charlotte’s Island, ZTennant 5755.

Quicksilver. Valuable working of quicksilver mincs in California adverted to, Tennant
5768-5772.
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