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« [VAN THE TERRIBLE.”
g, Writing a few days ago, before the not
. unexpected assassination of M. de Plehve,
E Mr. Jerome K. Jerome, who has seen much
" of Russia and the Russians, put forward
g some paragraphs of very grim prophecy.
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These make the more sombre reading in
. view of the ‘tragedy of Thursday and the
stories of conspiracy which have followed
it. Here are some characteristic sen-
tences: . J

“The Russian peasant, when he rises,
will prove more terrible, more pitiless
than: were the Frenchmen of 1790. He
is less intelligent, more brutal. They
\ ' sing a wild, sad song, these Russian
cattle, the while they work. They sing
it in chorus on the quays .while haul-
ing the‘cargo, they sing it in the fac-
. tory; théy chant it on the weaty, end-
. less gtéppes, reaping the corn they
_may' not eats It is- about the good

time their masters are having, of the

feasting and the merrymaking. But
the last line of every verse is the same.
- When you ask a Russian to translate
it for you he shrugs his snoulders.
' ‘Oh,.it means,’ he says, ‘that their
time will come—some day.’ It is a
sad, pathetic, haunting refrain. They
sing it in the drawing-rooms of Mos-
‘ cow and St. Petersburg, and somchow
- 'thie. light ,tal}( and laughter die away,
and a hush, like a chill breath, enters
by the closed door and passes through.
Tt is a curious eong, like the wailing
of a tired wind, and one day it will
aweep over the land heralding terror.”

We réqiiiré to subtract something from
{his because Mr. Jerome is an artist and
is fond of effect, and because this same
_ haunting song was being sung, no doubt,
when Mr. Jerome was a Doy, and the load
of Ivan the Patient was heavier than now.

*

i It was then as now everybody’s business
Y to predict that Ivan would one day be-

 ecome Ivan the Terrible. Yet: he waits.
. There¢ are assassinations, it is true, but the
~ 'peasants_are still singing.

[ If'we eubtract something from the Jer-

ome prophecy for these reasons, we should

gince it was written a peasant has cut off
the Czar’s right hand in the nation’s hour
of need. We -may‘ pass then to some of the
reasons Mr. Jerome gives for believing
that the day of Ivan the Terrible is at
hand, and that the Russian revolution will
~ be more terrible than the French. From
his own observation of the peasants Mr.
Jerome believes that beneath their dogged
patience are ugly traits, fires long re-
pressed whose effect will be volcanic. Some
always write so of ' Russia. Bus he is
particulat' as well as general:

“Everxgdly;ated Russian you talk to-on
the subject knows thag revolution is com-
ing. But he.talks to you about; it with
the door shut, for no man in Russia can
be sure thay his own servants are not
police spies I was discussing the ques-
tion with a Russian official one evening in
his study when his old housekeeper en-
gered the room—a soft-eyed grey-haired
woman who had been in his gervice over
eight yéars, and whose position in the
honsehold was almost that of a friend. He
stopped abruptly and changed the conver-
sation. So soon as the door was closed
behind her again, he explained himself.
It is better to chat upon such matters
when one is quite alone,” he laughed. ‘But
gurely you can trust her,’ I said. ‘It is
gafer to trust mo one,’ he answered. And
then he continued frum the point where
we. had been interrupted. ‘It is gather-
ing,’ he said; ‘there are times when I al-
most smell blood in the air. I am an old
man and may escape it, but my children
will have ‘_,'.q Qﬁﬁ,e‘l“—ﬂl_lﬁ;t"l"as children must
do for theisins of their fathers. We have
made brutebeasts of the people, and as
brute beasts they will come upon us, cruel,
and undiscriminating; right and wrong
indifferently going down before them. But
it has to be. It is needed.””

Mr. Jetome’s idéa would be that M. de
Plehve knew well enough that the fire
was neat 'the magazine, but either was
content to believe the explosion would not
come in his time, or that, fearing it would,
he knew of no wiser recourse of states-
manship than the iron hand he used.

A witness who was well acquainted with

M. de Plehve is Mr. Andrew D. White, for--

merly American minister to Russia. After
hearing of the assassination Mr. White
referred to the victim ;n these words:

“I can only account for Mr. Plehve’s
atrocious, reactionary and despotic con-
duct since he came to the position of min-
ister on the theory that he found that the
clique in control of the winter palace, men
and women, who seem to have brought
the present Emperor into subjection - to
them so strong as to oblige him as a con-
dition of his tenure of oﬂin, to do their

..“\,

organization.

perhaps restore something to it because’

"found is faultless. It is much in the poet’s

adopt their radical and religious haired as
iwell as their detestation of anything like
constitutional government.’’: 1t
Mr. White describes Russia’s destruc-
tion of Finland’s liberty as “the most
wicked thing in the history of the last two
centuries.” He does not speak idly. He
knows Russia. He knew M. de Plehve.
And his picture of the inner circle at St.
Petersburg afforls some reason for be-
lieving with Mr. Jerome that the refrain
of the peasants’ song may be growing
louder and that the day of Ivan the Ter-
rible may be near indeed. The bureaucracy
may grind along, yet a disastrous foreign
war coincident with such internal condi-
tions as unquestionably exist in Russia
may unite to exert a breaking strain. '

SOME BOARDS OF TRADE,
AND OTHERS.

Eighty-one new members were added to
the Halifax board of trade at its quarterly
meeting last Thursday. Since the first of
the year 120 new members have joined the
The president in sepeaking,
on Thursday, of the work of a delegation
sent to Ottawa in connection with Halifax
matters said:

“A delegation from Halifax had gone to
Ottawa in connection with the shipbuild-
ing industry, and had met the Minister of
Finance, Mr. Bertram and others. He
thought that the visit of the delegation
would have good results.

“The delegation also met the Minister
9f Railwayrs and: the Minister of Finance
in connection with the preposed terminal
facilities- at tliis port, and received assur-
ance that all the improvements asked for
at this port would be carried out as soon
as possible. The work of buildirig the
wharves and sheds would be proceeded
with at once.”

rresident De Wolf, in reviewing the
work the last three months,
mentioned thab the board had
taken over the work of the Nova
Tourist Association, which had
added much to the labors of the secretary.
He reminded them that the board had
united with the Provincial Exhibition
Commission in asking that the government
next year give the grant of $50,000 for the
Dominion Exhibition to Nova Scotia for
an exhibition to be held in Halifax in con-
junction with the Provincial Exhibition.

The additions to the membership of the
Halifax organization are du€ in some meas-
ure to a “forward” movement started some
time ago with the idea of injecting new
energy into the board and making it a
powerful means of promoting the inter-
ests of the city.

These matters, especially the immense
increase in membership, are of some inter-
est to St. John people. Some time ago
when comment was made upon the great
interest in board of trade matters in Vie-
toria (B. C.), and it was suggested that a
larger list of active members of the St.
John board was needed, a member of the
board’s council took umbrage at what he
was disposed to regard as an odious com-
parison. It is hoped that no grievous out-
cry from the same quarter will follow this
plain recital of the evidences of board of
trade activity, growth and usefulness in
the benighted city of Halifax.
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CANADA IS NOT TEMPTED.

iMr. Chamberlain is quoted as using in
his address of July 26, some language
which sounds strange from such a source:

“He said the future of the empire at the
present time depends to a great extent
upon the establishment of some sort of an
dmperial organization. The colonies are
not ours in any sense whatever of posses-
gion. They are absolutely independent
states, and ‘there is nothing to prevent
them separating from us tomorrow. We
could not and would not afttempt to hold
them by force. It is a voluntary bond
which has never been defined. At the
present time he did not believe organiza-
ttion impossible, because Canada, Australia
and South Afnica, moved by this strong
feeling, said: ‘Sympathy or race, religion
and tradition is not enough; we are pre-
pared to make concessions and changes
in order to induce larger intercourse be-
itween ourselves and you, believing that
larger intercourse will tend to closer poli-
tical union. We all desire commercial
wnion as the first step towards political
union and the organization of a common
defence” He believed in the love of the
colonies for the motherland, but it would
not bear too great a strain, and when a
country like Canada was continuously
tempted by offers of commercial union
with the United States she would not
continuously refuse it when she finds, after
asking us to make arrangements, that we
are still indifferent and hostile.”

This is all true and familiar except that
portion of it which represents Canada as
“continuously tempted by offers of com-
mercial union with the United States.”
"Ithat is news to Canadians. Canada has
had no very pressing offers from thal
direction, and would not be tempted by
them if they came. And, such offers are
by no means likely. The movement to-
ward Imperial unity should not be mark-
ed by any statement concerning vanada
which does not square with the facts. It
is strong enough and great emough to re-
quire mo more than the arguments which
do not mislead.

KIPLING THE IMPERIALIST.

Mr. Kipling the Imperial poet hymns
Mr. Chamberlain the Imperial statesman.
Throvigh much of the poet’s work there
runs the strong note of Tmperial unity in
its best sense. Mr. Kipling writes poetry
for all the Empire. In Mr. Chamberlain
he recognized a doer among doubters, a
strong man with a plan. And doers always
appeal strongly to Mr, Kipling. ITe would
not have to be sure that the man he has

1 enlisted powerful

lain’s advice to “think impefially.” Bora

in India he has since visited the test of
the Empire and, observing the Imperial
structure, he has given much thought to i,
He detests doubters, as he greatly admires
decision and courage and foresight.

Cable tolls are heavy and few poets in
our time have been regarded as interesting
enough to warrant the correspondents in
wiring their verses. Mr. Kipling is the
notable exception. Such of his recent verse
as might be described as topical has risen
to the practical dignity of “news.” So the
cable carried overseas his lines upon Can-
ada’s decision to grant a preference to
British goods. The like happened when
he stabbed the unpopular German alliance
with his pen at the time of the Venezuela
debt-collecting expedition. On that occas-
jon he drew the fire of so great a figure as
the German chancellor. His lines on South
Africa after the war was over and recon-
struction was begun were cabled also.

We have this morning the first and last
stanza of the poem hailing Mr, Chamber-
lain as the Anglo-Saxon Moses, and these
fragments contain evidence that the utter-
ance is a ringing one. He would be rash
who said that Mr. Chamberlain has not
reinforcements. The
cause sung by the real laureate of the race
must be the stronger for his singing. Mr.
Chamberlain is old in years, but his head
and his *heart do not show age. He is
unhurried. e does not resort to rash
predictions of immediate triumph. But
he hag raised a mighty issue which the
Empire must pass upon and that at no
very distant day. The responsibility of the
first verdict is naturally and properly with
the people of England.

'RUSSIAN DISCIPLINE.

A correspondent writing from Harbin,
the chief city of Manchuria, to which place
he was ordered after visiting Port Ar-
thur and Newchwang in turn, makes
the most serious charges of im-
morality and Jack of  discipline
among the Russian _ officers. Wine,
women and gambling, he says, occupy the
attention of the Russians to a degree which
has disgusted and amazed the correspond-
ents. Writing of Newchwang, which the
Japanese recently captured, and which i¢
a point of immense strategic importance,
he gives a painful description of the town
while it was still held by the Russians:—

“At the moment when the town, with
its utterly insufficient defences, was threat-
ened by any of a half-dozen Japanese army
divisions, the leading Russian merchant in-
formed me that the consignment of mili-
tary stores that had arrived recently con-
tained quantities of perfumery, scented
soaps and ladies’ toilet articles, bon-bons,
garters, fans, and other paraphernalia dear
to the heart of the demi-mondaine. As for
field necessities, such as pans, kettles,
field glasses, picks, shovels, and other
equipment for fortifying or for gervice in
a rugged country, they, he added bitterly,
had not even been requisitioned.”

Things were the same at Port Arthur
until the Japanese attacked; then the dis-
orderly element retrcated to Newchwang
and later to Liao Yang and Harbin. He
cites one surprising instance of the lack of
even a pretence of morality or discipline
among men high in command, saying that
on on€ occasion a general of cavalry intro-
duced his éntire staff, in the dining room
of the largest hotel im Harbin, to “a
woman than whom there was no one more
notorious in the Manchurian capital.”
“Indeed,” he writes, “one needs no better
proof than the state of affairs at Harbin
for the assertion that the Russian army is
at about the same stage of evolution as
the armies of other so-called civilized na-
tiong a hundred years ago.”

These conditions in an army in the field,
the results of the campaign thus far in
Manchuria, and the state of affairs in St.
Petersbuﬂ;, go far to_convince the outsider
that Russia' may mnot long escape that
heroic operation which nations sometimes
undergo in extreme cases and which is
known as a revolution.

JUDGE PARKER'S LETTER.

Republicans who referred to Judge
Parker’s famous telegram to the St. Louis
convention as a pre-arranged play for dra-
matic effect, and who maintained that in
reality he was willing to make any sacri-
fice to secure the nomination, are in deep
water just now. In the August Review
of Reviews Mr. James Creelman prints
a letter which he received long before the
convention, when the New York World,
in seeking an expression of Judge Par-
ker's views on public issues, sought to
impress upon him that he would lose the
nomination if the did mot break his
silence. As chief justice of the court of
appeals the judge believed he should not
participate in political discussion. Here
is his response to the World’s request:

Albany, June 17, 1904.
You may be right in thinking that an ex-

pression of my views is nwasaary to secure
the nomination. If so, 16¥ the nomination

go. I took the position that I have main-
tained—first, because I deem it to be my
duty to the court; second, because I do not
think the nomination for such an office
should be sought. I still believe that I am
night, and therefore expect to remain stead-
fast. Very truly yours,
: ALTON B.. PARKER.

He did remain -steadfast.
and independent journals are mnow con-
trasting this letter with President Roose-
velt's determined and sustained efforts to
secure the ‘Repubﬁcan nomination.
letter is a political document of no little
value at this stage of the campaign when
the independent element is beginning fo
choose between the candidates.

In this connection certain Republican

eyes that his present watchword is “For-
ward, and together.” Mr.-Kipling is not

l

papers may e expected to indulge in
some humorous flings at Mr. Creelman,

The |

interesting campaign material in- question.
He was one of Mr. Hearst’s correspond-
ents before and during the Spanish-Ameri-
can war. Mr. Hearst’s New York Jour-
nal, and Mr. Creelman, were wont to re-
gard themselevs as responsible for that
war. It is related that after witnessing
a part of the Santiago campaign Mr. Creel-
man remarked that never again would he
embroil two great nations in a bloody con-
flict. Some persons actually thought he
exaggerated his responsibility.

THE WAR CRISIS.

General Kuropatkin is in retreat morbh-
wand, horse, foot, and guns. Oku and
Nodzu in overwhe'ming force are pressing
him from the south and east. The -ques-
fion this morning is: Has Kuroki succeed-
ed in planting his force across the Russian
line of retreat? Tf he has the fate of the
Russian army in Manchuria is sealed.

Fresh troops bound to the fromt
from Russia, the despatches say, have
been stopped at Harbin for some days
past, and all the available rolling stock
of the railroad ds being rushed south, ap-
parently to carry away euch of Kuropat-
kin’s forces as he may extricate from the
Japamese met. But there i the chance
that Kuroki will cut the wailroad near
Liao Yang, and use the rolling atock for
purposes of his own.

Co-operation between the principal” Jap-
anese commanders in this crisis of the
campaign recalls the work of Togo at sea
when he lured Makaroff out of Port
Arthor, and kept his battle ships out of
sight until the wireless telegraph told him
the moment to appear had come.
Kuroki’s communication with the gener-
als south ‘of him has evidently been per-
fect. He has waited until their great en-
wveloping movement was complete. They
are mow driving the game toward him.
The Russians, if the plan succeeds, must
(be brought to bay.

Kuropatkin, withdrawing morthward,
is said to be interposing e thin screen
of droops ‘between the pursuers and
his main body. He may fight a sevies of
extended rear guard actions, but how he
cam escape the victor of the Yalu who is
waiting morth of him does mot appear.
(Apparently he has already eacrificed the
unfortunate Stakelberg and some thou-
sands of men’ who were sent to delay the
pursuers. It is a drama the world will
watch with grim interest. Naturally there
arises the question: If Kuropatkin meets
with the expected disaster, what will
Russia do next?

NOTE AND COMMENT.
War comment from Sy Peiersburg this
morning' is very gloomy. ' The Russians
talk as if they ‘expected’a decisive reverse

{-tn Manchuria. They are beginning to fear

that Kuropatkin is surrounded and cannot
extricate his forces from the net. He is
outnumbered in men and guns, and his
forces are in poor fettl, having been
beaten repeatedly. . !

- - -

Mr. John Killam, North Kingston, waa
run down by his team with mowing ma-
chine attached on 7Tuesday last. For-
tunately Mr. Killam escaped with three
fractured ribs and consequent hemorrhage
of the lungs and some other slighter in-
jmﬁes.—d.)'ggby Counier. -

“Wortunately.” .Apparently, at this rate,
a moderately lucky man would have been
killed.
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The hints in this little article we hope
will Jead to careful inquiries as to what
had best be done at the next Dominion
election. Let us in the next Dominion
election bury our party names, nominate
as candidates the 'best men we can induce
to run an election; men who will do
justly, love mercy and walk humbly before
their God.—Albert County Journal.

All the candidates of all the parties will
promise to do all of those things, and some
of them will deny that their opponents
could do so under any circumstances, The
Journal has undertaken a work of great
magnitude.
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General Kuroki 'is another Hannibal, ac-
cording to the -Berlin Tageblatt. That
journal quotes a nephew of the general,
who is now a student at the Beilin Uni-
versity, as saying hig uncle is not of French
descent, as has been stated, “but is the
son of a Polish nobleman, who fled from
Russia after the Polish revolution of 1831,
went to Japan and married a Japanese.
He says that General Kuroki bears the
nicknamé of ‘The Pole” His father told
him on his deathbed that he might be able
at some time to take revenge on Russia
for crushing Poland.”

* e @

Alone among the ministers of monar-
chies of the present generation, Von
Plehve was euspected by the world of
conniving at the massacre of fellow-sub-
jects. The slayer was a self--appointed
champion of a cause, someone who con-
founded the agent with the system, the
mistake most assassins make. The kiling

l

of Von Plehve will not put an end to the
breed of Von Plehves. To the dead Von
Plehve, who had acquired the nickmame
of “the brutal policeman,” another minis-
ter as exasperatingly despotic will succeed

, until Russia itself is either, by reform or

Democratic | . .
| ernmental ideas.—Boston Transcript.

mevolution, modeérnized and brought into
line, if not with England and France, at
least with Germany and Austria in gov-

And more Von Plehves will mean more

assassinations while reform or revolution |-

is gathering headway.
* o o

New York is investigating the workings
of a Mafia-like society called the Black
Hand, which levies blackmail upon wealthy
Italian residents and blows up those who
refuse to pay. An Italian detective of the
New York policé department says the

that city, and that he bas ¥ worked: (,611:"\-,
fifty cases in which the complaitdntitres
fused to appear against men arrested, fear
or some other caus¢ having made it im-
possible to secure the conviction of the
criminals. In many cases it is believed the
victims paid the price of safety without
compiaint to the police.
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‘Whitaker Wright’s palace in Burrey,
¥ngland, is too costly to be readily sold
for a fair price. Very interesting is the
cabled account of an auctioneer’s efforts
to tind a purchaser. “He recited the won-
ders of the palace at Lea Park, its pleas-
ances, woods, and chain of little lakes, its
glass room under the lake, rubbed by the
tails of swimming fishes, and the great
marble fountain, part of which is still in
packing cases, but the audience was un-
moved. Minutes passed, and no bid was
made. At last' some one offered " £90,000.
“The wall round the estate cost £37,000,
said the auctioneer. Very slowly ' the bid-
ding rose to £145,000. Then the property
was withdrawn, and Wright's desolate
monument will continue to stand in the
fairest part of Burrey.”

L S i

In the booming of the West, we have
almost forgotten that there was an East
laden with possibilities of a great future
which has scarcely dawned upon us, and
of whose¢ wealth and power we have never
dreamed. The people of the Dominion
have not forgotten because they have
never learned of what lies in the Maritime
Provinces.  History, legend, beautiful
scenery and poetry may invite tourists to
gaze upon the Minas Basin, the Bay of
Fundy and read again as they visit Grand
Pre the poetical story of Evangeline, but
these things will not entice settlers, nor
will they keep our young people blest with
ambition at hom¢. Man must not live by
bread alome, yet man must have bread.
Leaving New Brunswick and Prince Ed-
ward Island alone for the present, let us
Jook at Nova Scotia.—The Wesleyan.

This is first rate up to the point where
we are invited to leave New Brunswick
for the purpose of looking at Nova Scotia.

*® ® @

“To burden Russia with thousands of
Japanese prisoners, spreading dysentery,
typhus and cholera among the Russian peo-
ple, perhaps it is in accordance with
humanitarian ‘principles, but it is very un-
wise,” says the Moscow Gazette. “ ‘No
quarter, no prisoners,’ should be our
motto.” The Japanese¢ must be destroyed,
the Gazette insists. A Russian diplomat
is said recently to have maintained that
his country has mot really begun to fight
desperately. “Wait,” he said, “until we
begin to kill the wounded, poison the wells,
exterminate men, women and children.”
It does not seem to occur to these heroie
advisers that the Japanese ar¢ likely to
have something to say about all these
things. The Russians have not taken
many prisoners. These outbursts of savag-
ery sound strange compared with what

the nworld has heard of Japan’s humane,

treatment of Russian wounded.
» %

An astrologer who may or may not have
been instructed by the Democratic Boston
Post finds' that the stars in their courses
war against  Theodore Roosevelt. The
Post gives the seer a ocertificate of char-
acter: “The horoscope of Judge Alton
B. Parker and Theodore Roosevelt, the
two big men of the hour, cast by Profes-
sor Hzekiel Matork, an astrologer, who
foretold many things which have come to
pass the past year, ar¢ here presented.”
The astrologer sums it all up by #aying:
“In comparing these two charts I am de-
cided in concluding President Roosevelt
has a very weak one, contrary to my ex-
pectations; as he seems to be the most
popular among the American people. Tf
I had my choice and was inclined to bet
(as an expert in the science), I would not
hesitate a moment to take Parker. But
betting is poor policy.” So it is; yet the
Martork prophecy might be more convine-
ing if he were ready to back it with a

good round sum.
* ® %

Mr. H. Rider Haggard, the novelist, re-
cently sent a letter to the press telling
that on July 10 he suffered a painful night-
mare in the course of which, while still
half conscious, he dreamed or saw that his
favorite retriever was dying, that he him-
self was close to it, and the dog was en-
deavoning to tell him the facts. The dog
had in‘fact been killed by a train about
three hours before Mr. Haggard’s mental
impression of the acaident. Mr. Haggard’s
letber reminds the editor of the Char-
lottebown Guardian of another mysterious
incident, which he relates:—

In one case within the knowledge of the
writer, an individual in church was deeply
impressed with a mental impression which
seemed to say, “Hurry to your office.”” This
was repeated and re-repeated until it produc-
ed such an intense impression that the
person affected left the meeting, ran with
all speed to his place of business and there
found his closed and locked office filled with
dense smoke and in danger of destruction
with its contents by fire. There were a nuin-
ber of other persons working in adjoining
offices at the time, but all were entirely un-
conscious of anything being wrong. Here
there could be no thought transference, for
neither human being nor animal knew
of the fire in question. And yet we doubt not
that all such incidents are in accord with
and governed by some natural law yet un-
discovered. We no longer believe in witches
or fairies, but we do believe with Shake-
speare that, ‘‘There are more things in
Heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamed
of in your philosophy.””

REDUCES
‘EXPENSE

Eh.

SED BY JAPS/

(Continued from page 1.)

late tonight was to the effect that General
Kuropatkin’s main force had been rapidly
moving north for several days.

According to this report no troops pro-
cceding to the front from Russia had gone
past Harbin in the past three days. They
swill be de-trained there and every avail-
able piece of rolling stock will be rushed
south empty for the purpose of removing
troops at Liao Yang and other points to
L the northward, leaving a skeleton force to
contest the Japanese advance on wital posi-
tions. :

1 HARD' PHI
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Decisive Battle in Progress.

St. Petersburg, Aug. 1, 3.05 p. m.—At
last the decisive- battle of the campaign
seems to be in progress. Having complet-
ed his enveloping movement of the Rus-
sian position, General Kuroki has order-
ed simultaneously an advance from all
points against Hai Cheng and Laio Yang.

Fighting is raging on both fronts and
gtill continues, the latest reports giving
mothing confirmatory of the rumor that
General Kuropatkin has been defeated.

According to Kuroptkin’s official des-
patch to the emperor the battle began for
the possession of important positions at
Simounchieng at the junction of the Feng
‘Weng ‘Cheng and Siuyen roads. Two
separate armies were launched from the
east above the two roads while a third,
under General Oku, moved east of the
railroad from the Che Kio to try to cut off
the Russian force there from Hai Cheng.
If the latter move is successful this force
will be ecrushed. 5

A portion of General Kuroki’s army at
the same time advanced against General
Keller’s position at Ikhavuen, east of Liao
Yang, trying the favorite Japanese plan
of outflanking him on the right.

Still further north, on the Saima-Liao
road, the Japanese moved forward against
Hou 'I'syeza (twenty-five miles from Liao
Yang).

At all points the Japanese employed ar-
tillery to the best advantage.” *

General Kuropatkin’s situatien  will be
desperate in the event of his defeat. The
keenest anxiety*is felt at the war office
for mews of the progress of the battle.

The general staff seems utterly dumb-
founded at the mumber of men the Jap-
anese possess, and consequently iiuropat-
kin’s statement that they are landing
heavy forces at the port of New Chwang
adds to the solicitude.

Some Jap Losses at Port Arthur.

‘I'okio, tAug. 1—The first official refer-
ence to the recent operations on Port Ar-
thur is contained in the announcement
last evening that five officers were killed
and 41 wounded in fighting around Port
Arthur since July 26. The losses in men
_are not stated.

Kuropatkin's Report.

St. Petersburg, Aug. 1—The emperor to-
day received the following despatch, dated
July 31, from General Kuropatkin:
“Three Japanese armies have renewed of-
fensive operations on our southern front.
Our rear guard made an obstinate defence
until the appearance of considerable super-
ior forces of the enemy and then gradually
retired in the direction of Hai Cheng. A
detachment near Simoucheng, fifteen miles
southeast of Hai Cheng, successfully with-
stood the enemy until three in the after-
noon. The attack was directed against
our right flank, which from its position
at Kanhua Pass inflicted great losses upon
the Japanese. b

“The fort Takushan army and General
Oku’s army today are being mainly direct-
ed to cutting our communications between
Simoncheng and Hai Cheng, their opera-
tions starting from a line traversing Yan-
shukan, Tapuntse and Liao Hantse. Jn
our eastern front the Japanese began the
offensive this morning against Ikhaveun,
position of the enemy’s main concen-
tration being against its right flank, which
was turned. The enemy is also acting on
the offensive between [iao 1ang and
Saimitsza, almost due mnorth of Feng
‘Waneg 'Cheng, against our troops posted
at Houtsiatze, twenty miles from Liao
Yang.

““‘Intelligence has been received of a con-
siderable number of Japanese landing oft
Kinkow under the cover of several bat-
tleships.”

Graphic Account of Jap Victory,

Mukden, July 30.—A correspondent of
the Associated Press who witnessed the
battle of Ta Tehe Kiao July 23, to July
25, and who drove more than 100 miles
on horseback to Mukden to bring the ac-
count gives thee following personal des-
cription’ of the engagement: ‘“I'te cor-
respondent ‘was awakened at 5 o’clock in
the morning of July 23 by the booming of
guns. He had slept in the viliage of Tien
Msiatin, four miles south of Ta Teche Kiao,
where the regiment to which he was at-
tached was stationed. (He hurriedly rode
to the Russian outposts and found them
engaged in a hot artilley duel which con
tinued for two hours, when the batteries
slowly retreated on the main position
where General Zaroubaieff decided to ac-
cept - battle. The Russian gunners thence
poured a well directed hail of projectiles,
effectually stopping the Japanese advance
and enabling the various outpost detach-
ments to fall back in safety. The artillery,
ceased about M 0’clock and then: for three
hours the Japanese were engaged in plac-
ing their batteries in position and in dis-
posing of their forces in onder of battle.

At 2 in the afternoon, the bombard-
ment Tecommenced and lasted until 5
oclock. The Japanese had several guns
of large calibre and wall their batteries
poured shrapnell on the positions, but not
causing much harm. In fact the losses ab
first were insignificant. The mnight was
perfectly quiet.

The Real Battle,

The correspondent slept in the village of
Simintin, directly behind the Russian pos-
ition. The real battle began the next
‘morningg®The first gun 'was fired at 7

Jedtind thenceforth the roar of artil-

p At times, the firing ac-
Buired extraordinary violence. The site of
the battle was about three miles south
of Ta Tche Kiao and two miles east of
the railroad. The sea was plainly discern-
able, the heights overlooking the battle-
field but mothing occurred in that direc-
tion. The Russian positions fronted south
with a slight inclination eastward. About
two artilleny corps engaged. The corres-
pondent was able to follow only the ex-
perience of General Zaroubaieff’s corps,
and so confines himself to recording the
ineidents of this portion of the Russian
troops. i

Zaroubaiefi’s corpe occupied a position
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gcun'fv‘md ‘iby three summits. The com-
inandét:and bhis staff stationed themselves
‘on, ' the’ highest point, the centre . one,
whence they had an uninterrupted view
of the surrounding country. The general
had placed batteries on the plain behind
these hills, the guns being cleverly masked
by lofty Chinese corn. The Japanese tried
vainly the whole day to locate them and
the Russian losses therefore were slight.
fThe men suffered more from the scorching
heat of the sun than the Japanese pro-
jectiles.

It was essentially an artillery battle but
it was remarkable and even uncanny that
during the thirteen hours it lasted the
Russiane could not make out a single Jap-
anese soldier, even with the most power-
ful glasses. From the position occupied
by General Zaroubaieff’s troops mot—,a
mifle shot was fired but the gunners on
both sides worked like madmen. The air
was eplit and torn by the deafening crash-
ing reports of the guns, the dull booming
of the distant shots furnishing a back-
ground of deep bass for Bhe vicions hissing
of the hurrying messengers of death iex-
ploding about the Russians. - While puffs
of smoke from the exploding
shells formed clouds overhead into which
were thrown fountains of dust and sand
when the shells burst on the ground,
upon impact, showering buliets and splin-
ters around.

Like Minature Volcanoes.

‘The Japanese fire was at first concen-
trated upon the eastward hill, held by a
small force of Russians, and by 11 o’clock
this part of the position was literally
aflame, enough to try the courage of the
bravest soldier. The men threw them-
selves down with their faces to the ground
so soon as they heard the hiss of 4he
approaching shells, which on striking, dug
deep craters in the hillside, whence the
spouting fire looked like miniature vol-
canoes. When this spectacle of savage
splendor had lasted four or five hours one
after another of the Russian positions be-
came untenable.

In the meantime the gunners serving the

Russian batteries behind the hills re-
doubled their engergies amdfi:;l;g& Japanese
were evid;  nioniplussett- by -the- fierce-

mess of the fire from the unlocatable bat-
teries. They even directed their atten-
tion to the Russian right, showering pro-:
jectiles on a small  hiil whith was' quite'
unoccupied.’ Then the Japanese shifted
their fira to the Russian centre, but not a
single man was withdrawn therefrom.

The fire of the Japanese diminished at
about 5 o’clock and ceased altogether half
an hour later, whereas the Russian bat-
teries continued to fire.

When the Japanese gunners re-opened
the artillery duel later they had changed
their position to the westward, whence
they obtained uninterrupted range of the
plain behind the Russian position and
their projectiles began falling dangerously
near the Russian batberies.

The Chinese villagers of the vicinity suf-
fered terribly. The whole plain was
ploughed and pitted by the explosion of
the shells.

With the approach of evening the Rus-
gians had a little relief from the heat but
mone from the Japanese, the only differ-
ence being that the flashes of the Japan-
ese guns were discernable on the slopes of
the hills facinge,the Russians, revealing
their exact position by the red spark of
each cannon’s mouth against the sombre
shadow, followed by the bursting of shells
over the Russians. : i

The wild beauty of the scene had mow
reached its zenith, the bombandment slow-
ly diminished its intensity and half an
hour later profound silencd reigned broken
only now and then by the rattle of imn-
fantry volleys from the distant portions
of the field, where the battle was still
dragging on.

Russians Retreat

Upon reaching Sinmintin, the same even-
ing, the correspondent found that the:
place had already been abandoned by the
Russian troops, though he was for a time
under the impression that they had mere-
ly gone out to take up positions at the
front. In fact he was convinced that the
fight must have been a Russian victory,
since over the great extent of field, which
had come under his observation for thir-
teen ‘hours the Japanese at mo point seem-
ed able to advance. Therefore great was his
surprise on Monday morning when he
awoke to find the Russian army retreat-
ing. .

The correspondéfit wadé out of {the svil-
lage and encountered a_large force of
Russian cavalry covering infantry regi-
ment, which ‘Was' moving £ tiwardsti TH
MTche Kiao. p B 5!

On reaching the town the correspondent
found -everybhing prepared for its evacu-
ation. The last train left Ta Tche Kiao
about 11 ©o’clock at which time the Jap-
anese were .already ‘bombarding the place.
Notwithstanding the fire and even the
rapid approach of the Japanese the Rus-
sian retreat was carried out in perfect
order, although the men and animals suf-
fered terribly from the stifling heat. The
Russian stores. of flour and other pro-
visions at Ta Tche Kiao 'were bumed,
and as the correspondent rode morthward
immense columns of black smoke were
rising along the horizon behind hum -and
until he approached Mai Cheng, at 8
o’clock, he could hear the distant rumbling
of the Japanese guns.

Japs Had 1,043 Casualties.

Tok:o, July 30—6 p. m.—The Japanese
casualties at the battle of Ta Tche Kiao
were 12 officers and 136 men killed and 47
officers and 848 men wounded, a total of
1,043 killed or wounded.
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Dighy's Town Clock. -

James R. Ferguson, of the fipm. of Fer-
guson & Page, returned to the~city a few
days ago, after having made bappy the
hearts of the population of Digby (N. 8.)
by placing in the post office a fine Howard
tower clock. The clock is working exeel-
lently and shows the time of day or night
from four dials. The hoeur is sounded
from a 935 pound bell. The dials, which

are illuminated at night, are five feet six
inches in diameter.

A town clock has been. what Digby has
wanted for years and the work of Mr.
Ferguson is a great addition to the place.
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sey n and in your
own ‘home, members of you?
family nee No knife, no pain,
no plaster. G cents in stamps for
Booklet *Ca its. Causes and Cure.”
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&.Jury, Bowmanville, Ont.
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