lGem;ans Hurl Themselves Against Allies With

Courage Born of Desperation otily to be) [

Rolled Back With Enormous Losses — Re-
newed Attack Ten Times in Single Night,
but Failed to Penetrate Strong Front
Presented by British and French —
Opposing Forces Get Close Together in
Counter Attacks and Furious Hand to Hand

“ Bayonet Clashes Follow— Enemy Seems to
Show Inclination to Recede Slightly.

On the Battle Front, Sept. 18, via Paris, 5.20 p. m.—The
glgantic battle, or more properly speaking, battles, continue
day and night along the entire front, from Noyon to the fron-
tier. The fighting does not consist of one sustained and com-
bined movement, but in reality of several combats proceed-
ing incessantly at the strongest points of the Germans de-
fending the line along the River River Aisne.

Each encounter, however, influences the execution of the
general idea of the commander-in-chief of the allied army.
Attacks and counter attacks follow one another in rapid suc-
cession every hour out of the twenty-four. :

During the course of the night of September 15-16, the
Germans aMempted a formidable movement in the western
sphere but were met by the French and British with courage
that was simply marveltous against overwhelming odds. The
Germans returned to the attack no fewer than ten times
with marvellous tenacity and intrepidity, but were unable to
break through the firm line presented by the allies infantry.
The fight just before daybreak was the most violent of all.

Germans appeared to throw into the charge all that re-

“makined 'of their energy, but were rolled back with enormous
foSses. Before retiring behind their big guns they sacrificed

ed desperation. A vigorous counter attack from the allies
ensued, during which a small extent of ground was gained.

Last night was relatively calm along
the front, but today -the fighting be-
came more furious than ever. During

or were merely affecting a change of
position, owing to their former em-
placement having become untenable.

many of their number displaying resolution which approach- |

the darkness operations are rendered
difficult, owing to the reluctance of
the opposing commanders to use
searchlights, which might expose
their position.

Hand to Hand Encounter

After this stage of the fight was
concluded the Germans appeared to
retire above seven miles. During the
combat the adversaries in many in-
stances came to hand-to-hand clashes
and the bayonet was extensively used.
The carnage was terrifying, but the
troops of both armies appeared to
have been hardened to such scenes
and fought with indomitable coelness,
despite the heaviness of the losses.

The allies’ aviators apparently dis-
covered today the placements of some
big German guns, notwithstanding the
cleverness in which they are hidden
beneath an earthen covering strewn
with the branches of trees. The Ger-
man artillery opened a concentrated
fire on a certain portion of the line
and the heavy German artillery short-
1y afterward lapsed into silence at
that spot, although it is not known
W er they were rendered impotent

It is impossible to learn from any
one poriion of the line what is occur
ring at other places, but an inclina-
tion to recede slightly seemed evident
on the German side, although they of-
fered the most obstinate resistance
and fought as though made of iron.
The allies at 'the same time doggedly
pursued the small advantage they
gained and kept at the heels of their
reluctantly retiring foe.

At a point where the bulk of the
British troops formed part of the al-
lies’ line the fighting was furious yes-
terday and today and some of the
most famous English, Scottish and
Irish regiments, including the Guards
and the Highlanders, suffered severe-
ly. They performed the task set for
them unflinchingly, advancing and
occupying some of the advanced Ger-
man positions, but at terrible cost.

Behind the fighting line along the
Acy-Puisieux road still lie many of
the dead who fell in the fighting of
September 5. Laborers engaged in
the task of intermient declared that
although they had buried great num-
bers, over a thousand bodies still
awaited removal from the battlefield.

AP APPSR PAINAL S NNNAANAPAAAR

FRENGH OFFGER
DESEAIRES THE
NSNE BATTLE

London, Sept. 18, 9.30 p. m.—The
#xchange Telegraph's Paris corres-
pondent in a despatch received tonight
says: g

“A comprehensive account of the
five days’ battle on the Aisne Riger,
which he described as the fiercest in
the western theatre since the begin-
ning of the war, was given ' by
French officer, who arrived in Paris

“On the morning of the 14th, the
officer said, the Germans called a halt,
y afternoon the battle had be-

<o general. All the mext day the
batPle was of a ding-dong nature, the
Qe 8 evidently awaiting reinforce-
ments. During the night, however,
they delivered a furious attack on the
extreme left, but the British and
French troops gallantly met the on-
slaught, g the Germans no
fewer than ten times with fearful
loss.

“The ans still came on, how-
to break  the. Frenc
lines. There had been nothing like it,

GOL. LOWTHER
AMONG THE
WOUNDED

London, Sept. 15, 10.20 p, m.—The
war’ office has received from head-

Sept. 15, the names of twelve officers
who were killed, thirty-four who are
wounded and seven who are missing.
Among those killed was Lt. Col. B, H.
Montressor, of the Sussex Regiment;

4 Lt. ColLH. C. Lowther, of the Scots

Guards, is among the wounded Col.
Lowther was formerly secretary to the
Duke of Connaught,

e e e i

since the beginning of the campaign.
The enemy hurled dense masses of
troops at us in a supreme endeavor
to check our forward progress, but
when dawn. came we still held the
position, and even had gained ground
slightly.

“The artillery duel was continued
throughout the next day. The morn-
ing of the 17th again saw desperate
fighting. This time we threw the Ger
mans back some ten kilometers, cap-
turing 600 men and a lot of mitrail
leuses.”

’

AUSTRIAN ARMIES TRAPPED BY 1

. Suzrender of the Austrian armies Sipeihe
minent, as they are entirely cut off from com

THE SWAMPS OF GALICIA.

by 1 gnd Autfenberg is said.te be.im-
nications and are caught in the morasses west of the

River San. In Bast Prussia the Russians are holding a line in the north from Tilsit to the Vistula, while
the German position extends from near Thorn on the south to Lyck.

lCOESS IN PRESENT

MAY TRAIN [N

BATILE WILL RID FRANGE
OF GERMAN INVADERS

(Special to The Standard Through the
International News Service.)

London, Sept. 18—Special to the
London Times from Bordeaux says
4he success of the allies in the battle
now raging would probably mean a
clearance of Germans from French
soil. Already in the north and the Lor.
raine and Vosges district the invader
has disappeared. The Germans on the
Aisne are fighting desperately to keep
their footing in France as Is shown
by the formidable nature of the de-
fence works thrown up in anticipation
of a possible retreat all along the pre-
sent front, particularly north of Cha-
lons is enably them make a firm stand,
The enemy’s trenches north ‘of Chal-
ons are a yard deep with shell shields
every 20 yards and rest chambers.
The multiple lines of trenches are
flanked with further defence works
concealing mitrallleuses. The
trenches are covered with doors torn
from houses and covered with earth.
The enemy have certainly received a
considerable reinforcement of men
and it is known that heavy guns have
been mounted. All the enemy’s forces
scattered along the flanks have been
concentrated to support the main army
which is now confronted with two al.
ternatives to gain a victory or make
a final retreat. The Germans have
their backs to the wall and on the
third day of the battle the lssue Is

still uncertain and the positions of;
the opposing armies remains unchang-
quarters at the front, under date 0!"‘

The news is to hand that the inhabi-
tants of Nancy, formerly the capital
of Lorraine, were ready to sacrifice
their city which Is practically without
fortified defences and it has always
been imagined that it would be one
of the first towns to fall inte the hands
of the enemy. The adoption of the
enemy’s plan to advance through Bel.
gium together with the vigorous de.
fence around Nancy has saved the city
from capture. It has, however, suf-
fered considerable from the bombard.
ment. In the early days of the war
the enemy succeeded in getting their
guns into position. The first shell fell
in Nancy shortly before midnight in
midst of a thunder storm. Most of
the peocple were asleep and at first
they simply took the report to be due
to lightning. The second shell follow-
ed quickly and immediately beds were
hurriedly forsaken, the sieepy chil-
dren and frightened women were re-
moved from the upper stories to the
cellar, From time to time the burst

of shells was followed by the crash of
masonry. At midnight the welcome
sound of the French artillery replying
to the German bombardment was
heard and at a quarter to one the
bombardment ceased, almost at the
same moment as the thunder storm.

ENGLAND BEFORE
b0ING TO FRONT

\

Valcartier Camp, Sept. 18.—When
the first Canadian contingent, com-
prising around 22,000 officers and meni
sail for England about 10,000 will be
left behind. It has been generally
supposed that the latter would be used
to form the nucleus of a second Ca-
nadian -division, but Col. Sam Hughes
stated tonight that many of them
would act as a reserve and would be

From every house people rusted into|sent to England a few weeks after the
the street in order to ascertaia the!departure of the first lot of Canadlan

eéxtent of the damage. The glare of
fire was seen in various parts of the
town but the firemen prevented any
serious conflagration. Most of the
German fire had been concentrated on
a small section of the town and dam-
age done was disproportjonately
small taking into accoumt the num-
ber of shells rained upon the city.
Many shells did not explode but un.
happily numbers of women, children,
and old men were killed and wounded.
The Church of Saint Sebastian was
hit twice but not seriously knocked
about.

i

RUDE AWAKENING
OF FANTASTIC
DREAM OF KAISER

London, Sept. 18, 10,45 p. m.—One
of the roots of the present war was
the grave and serious miscalculation
regarding the British Empire that
German culture and German spirit led
by Emperor William and the German
people into, sald Premier Asquith in
addressing a recruiting meeting at Ed-
inburgh, Scotland, tonight.

The Germans were led into the mis-
calculation, he said, that the British
colonies wanted to cut connections
with the mother country and that In-
dia was in revolt. v

“What a fantistic dream and what
a rude awakening,” exclaimed the
premier. .

It has been proved that Germany by
her own deliberate act made war, Mr.
Asquith continued, adding that Ger-
many has made no attempt to contro-
vert that fact, except by the circula-
tion of wanton falsehoods. It is in the
interest not only of the British Em-
pire but of civilization, the speaker
declared, that the arrogant claim of
a single power to dominate the des-
tinies and development of Europe
should be resisted.

soldiers. The date of sailing of course
will be kept a secret as far as possible
but it is very probable that the Cana-
dians will have some training on
English soil before joining the British
and French forces on the contiment.

How many of these who will not be
taken with the first contingent, but
will follow later to provide for astage,
will follow later to provide for wastage
minister would not state. But un-
doubtedly, a considerable number of
the disappointed ones will cross the
Atlantic sooner than they expect.

The Militia Council presided over
by Col: Hughes was in gession for
geveral hours today dealing with
“routine matters only,” accordimg to
the minister, but it is understood that
there was some déliberaion on the
selection of officers. The board of
examiners has completed its work,
but the list of officers chosen has not
yet been issued.

UFER T SUPPLY-
GERMAN IO ASTRINN
A0S FOR AN

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Sept. 18.—It has come to
the knowledge of the government that
a large number of circular letters are
being sent to Canadian merchants by
agents in the United States offering
to supply German and Austrian mer
chandise and goods. ‘Hon. J. D. Reid,
Minister of Trade and Commerce, sald
tonight that this was of course an at-
tempt to get around the proclamation
prohibiting the importation of goods
manufactured in the enemy's coun-
tries.

Vigorous steps, he said, had been
taken to see that all such goods sent
to Canada would be confiscated and
Canadian merchants were advised to
have nothing to do with these com-
mercial allles of Germany and Aus-
tria.

»
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Commanding Generals on Both Sides 'Hav
Failed, so Far, to Find Weak Point in Ad-
versary's Lines — Germans Strongly En-
trenched are Putting Up Stubborn Resist-
ance — Carnage in Fighting of Past Few
Days Enormous — Russians Sending Army
of 900,000 Into Central Poland— Another
Two Million Will Follow — Success of
Czar’s Troops in East Continues.

London, Sept. 18, 9.15 p. m.—For five days the British
and French armies have been trying to dislodge the Germans
from the strong line of defences which they have constructed
on the battlefront stretching from the Oise to the Meuse riv-
ers. There have been attacks and counter attacks, but, in
the words of the official communications, “there had been no
change in the situation.”

The allies claim to have made slight progress at some
points against the German right wing, north of the River
Aisne, and to have repulsed counter attacks there and be-
tween Craonne and Rheims, while they say in the centre and
on the right the Germans are acting purely on the defensive,
having “dug themselves into entrenchments.”

The German official reports are almost identical with
those of the French,.and they say that no decision has been
reached, but that the allies’ power of resistance is relaxing,
that a French, attempt to break their right has failed, that in
the centre the Germans are gaining ground slowly, and that
sallies from Verdun have been repulsed.

It would seem, from all this, that the commanding gen-
erals have not yet found the weuh pajats .in.iheir.opponents’
dispositions, and that each’is withholding - *his-* determined
blow for, as Lord Kitchener said in-the House of Lords, “the
right moment.”

The Germans, having reached selected positions, which
they have strongly fortified, would appear to have the advan-
tage, according to military experts, but for the fact that they
must defend the whole of their front to make good their re<
tirement, should an attack by their side fail, or a smashing

blow from the allies break their line, while the Anglo-French
forces are declared to be free to mass at any point Gen. Joffre
may select as most suitable for attack.

JOFFRE MAY TRY TO BREAK THRONGH .
ENEMY’S FRONT NORTH OF VERDUN.

It is not certain where the French general-issimo will
direct his assault. While the.armies forming his left are
pressing the German right wing, it is thought to be quite
probable that Gen. Joffre is making arrangements for an at-
tempt to break through the German front somewhere north
of Verdun, and thus drive the armies of the Crown Prince, the
Duke of Wuertemburg, Gen. Von Hausen, Gen. Von Buelow
and Gen. Von Kluck westward and sever their communica-

tions with the Rhine, through

Luxemburg, and compel them

to rely on lines running into Belgium, which are menaced by
an Anglo-French force opergting on the border, as well as &

Belgian army.

However, the Germans are reported to be prepared to
offer tremendous resistance to such a move. They are not
only in strong positions, where reinforcements of men, muni-
tions and provisions can reach them easily, but they have
further defended positions to fall btack upon, if necessary.

Furthermore, they are said to

be strengthening their positions

along the River Sambre, from Maubeuge to Namur and along
the Meuse, from Givet to Namur, so that nothing evidently is

being left to chance.

It Is even reported that the Ger
mans are concentrating transport
trains on the Luxemburg frontier, so
as to enable them to move troops
eastward, should they so desire. This
leads some of the military observers
to believe that the Germans have de-
cided to remain on the defensive in
the west, while they are sending their
main army east to confront the Rus-
sians. Apparently they are concen-
trating their western armies, for, with
the exception of occasional Uhlan
troops, northwestern France seems
nearly clear of Germans. The Calais
and Boulonge routes to Paris have
been re-opened.

One of these Uhlan patrols was
caught by a British armored motor
car, in command of Commander Sam-
son, at Doullons, on the main road
north of Amiens, a few days ago, and
four out of its flve men were killed.
The other Uhlan was wounded and
captured. Commander Samson's ex-
ploit shows that the British, like the
Germans, have armored cars with
which to chase scouting parties.

Reports received from Petrograd
today say that the Russian pursuit of

the Austrians continues, and that the
Russians have gained important suc-
cesses over the Austrlan rear guard.
Convoys of two army corps, with
thirty guns and ammunition and five
thousand prisoners are said to have
been captured,

The Russian army now in Galicia
will be left there to complete its work,
for, according to a Rome despatch, an
army of 900,000 Russians is marching
into Central Poland followed by an-
other army of 2,000,000, while a third
army, also aggregating 2,000,000
strong, is coming from more distant
regions and will reach the front in
October.

There already are Baid to be a mil-
lion Russians in Galicia and a halt
million in East Prussia. While these
numbers seem enormous they am
considered probably a fair estimate of
what Russia soon will have available
for beginning her war. It is said she
will soon have 7,000,000 men on the
move.

Rome, Sept. 18—The Telegraph’s
special correspondent in a telegram
from Cettinjo states that Montene-
grins have occupied Coradza, about
thirty miles from Sarajevo, capital of
Bosnia.




