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FROM BEHIND THE SPEAKER'S CHAIR,

Mr. White has made “the latest hit” of the session.
The phrase may sound crude applied to such an august
assemblage as Parliament, yét, when we consider, the
Jlouse of Commons has much resemblance to a stage—a
stage which has its exits and its entrances, where every-
one must play a part, where many a man appears who
struts and frets his hour and then is heard no more. The
stars and the utilities and walking gentlemen all pla
their roles and sometimes we even glimpse the villain in

the criticis sit, let us consider the performance of Mr. W.
T, White in the role of Finance Minister. He is a novice
on this stage, a man who never played the part, nor any
part, in legislative drama and who only joined the pres-
ent company after long and determined pressure.

But Mr. White had certain gualifications for the part
he fills. Not long ago he was one of the municipal asses-
sors of Toronto. Later he was the manager of a trust
company, which, under his hand, became one of the most

prosperous financial institutions in the country. Nomin-
ally identified with the Liberal party he was opposed
from the first to the trade agreement with the United

States and signed the famous letter of protest issued by
& group of Liberals in Toronto When Parliament was
dissolved, in order to avoid suspicion that he was acting
from interested motives, he resigned the managership of
the trust company and took the platform against Reci-
procity. It was freely admitted that the speeches of Mr,
White were among the most effective and powerful deliv-
ered during the campaign.

When Mr. Borden invited Mr. White to join his com-
pany and play the important role of the Finance Minister,
it was freely remarked that he was “taking chances.”
But Mr. Borden is 'no novice at the game. He realized

that this quiet, well groomed and business-like person had
impressed himself upon th and with ,..enume
courage and sound political judgment he “signed on” the
novice and assigned to him one of the most trying of the
speaking parts.

Since

country

the session began Mr. White has on more than

the piece And, let it not be forgotten that as on the
mimic stage, we also see in Parliament success and fail-
ure. So the phrase “the latest hit” is quite appropriate.

From- the Press Gallery that coign of vantage where|

olce, He was roused at last. His veference to “sinister
infl " told as few points have told in the House this
Isession.  Mr. Oliver flushed and therve was a feeling of

tension in the air as the House listened, But there was
no come back. Mr. Oliver guibbled that he never made
any insinuation against the Finance Minister of hnvuu
any interest in any trust, merger or combine,

“You said I represented the interests—" began Mr
‘White, wrathfully.

“And I adhere absolutely to that statement,” returned

“take it back.”

“I say,” went on Mr. White, firmly;, “I am not the re-
“ presentative of such interests, and that I am quite
“capable of discharging my duties in an impartial man-
“ per, and 1 think the hon. member for Edmonton might
“ very well omit these suggestions although I take it from
*“him that he has withdrawn anything in the nature of a
* personal allusion.”

“I never made any or wished to make any,” was Mr.
Oliver's humble response,

“Yeu said it,” retorted Mr, White,

Mr, Oliver: “Not personally, no.”

Thus did Mr. White effectually vindicate himself. But
ho did more. He told the House something it was curious
{to know, His ability as a man of business had already
cen recognized, his power of lucid speech and explanation
was admitted—but could he fight? Could he give an
opponent who smote him something to remember and then
some? Both parties in the House respect a fighter. In
that one speech Mr. White, the novice on the parliament-
ary stage, earned his place as a star in Mr, Borden's com-
pany. He has arrived.

THE CANADIAN SENATE.

The Toronto News referring to the attempt of the
Canadian Senate to prevent a proper investigation into
the workings of the department of the Government under
the Laurier Administration, says:

“The Canadian Senate is an irresponsible body repre
senting only Sir Wilfrid Laurier. It is an adjunct of an
Opposition, descredited and crushed at the polls and out of
harmony with public opinion. The Liberal press has
declared again and again that the British House of Lords
had no right to block the legislation of the Commons. In
distinction and public spirit the House of Lords is so far
ahead of the Canadian Senate that the latter is not worthy
of mention in the same day. The stern denunciation of
the Laurier editorialists concerning the situation at West-
minster might be warmed over and used once more with
the application aimed at our own Red Chamber, But “a
great moral question” of a year ago in England will be a
matter of no moment today. The Liberal press will be
no longer concerned over “the declared will of the people.”
So easily adjustable are some views of morals and politi-
cal honor.

“The Canadian Senate will commit a serious tactical
blunder if it plays the party game too far, People in the
constituencies are not greatly in love with the institution.

not until the Tarifi Commission Bill became the attraction
that Mr. White found his It was his act and
he w n the lime With
the sang froid of an old hand he explained to the House
in ciear and forci! @ the provisions of the bill.
/His mastery of the subje There was little
more of interest at this stage and the curtain went down
on the first act.
The second act

opportunity,

»light in the centre of the stage,

e la

s evident.

, the second reading of the bill, again

brought Mr. White into prominence and he went more
into detail. e by clause he reviewed the bill, show-
ing the advantages which would accrue from a thorough
investigation of the tariff and closed with a modest apol-

ogy for “taking up so much time.” T House felt there
was no need for apology and Mr. Guthrie, who followed
voiced this sentiment, when he said “whatever eriticism I

might to offer upon the bill, the second reading of
which has just been moved by the Minister of Finance, no
one can take exception to the clear explanation which he
bas given the House.” The second reading carried by a
Yote of 104 to 52.

The test of Mr. White’s ability to hold his own came
with the next act, the committee stage, during the past
week. Bogies and spooks, grim spectors of mergers and
combines, stalking through the land under the protection
of Mr. WLite and the Tariff Commission, were conjured up
by the Oppesition and the same threadbare arguments
against the measure were repeated again and again. And
Mr. White sat still. Then his turn came and he carried
the war at once into the enemy’s country,

“It is most amazing to me,” he sald “that all the mer-
# gers, combines and trusts in Canada have sprung up
“since the 218t day of September last. If they existed
*“Yefore that date, why did not the late Government take
“advantage of the clause in the Customs Act, and take
“steps to dissolve them? We have had a good deal ot
“talk irom hon. genilemer oppesite, but better ¢ -icence
“of their real opinion is offered by what they did or re-
“frained from doing than by what they say. All the cap-
*“italizations I have heard spoken of today existed prior
¥ to the 21st of September last, and did the late Govern-
“ ment take any action on their own initiative to investi-
“gate these combines for the purpose of ascertaining
“ whether prices were largely enhanced or not? I heard
“ someone say something about a paper combine, After
%15 years of power, that was the solitary instance of
“Governmental action in regard to combines. All I
“have to say is that ne matter what hon. gentlemen
* opposite may say today, they were not, when in power,
“on unfriendly terms with the trusts, mergers and com:
“bines of this country:”

There was no answer to that and none has been at-
fempted. It was literally true, Then Mr. White turned
10 deal with Hon. Frank Oliver, who is much addicted to
sound and fury signifying nothing. “We have heard
“talk,” he continued, warming to his work, “about almost
“everything in the Heavens dabove and the earth beneath
“and the waters under the earth in reference to this bill.
“The hon. member for Edmonton (Mr. Oliver) has tra-
“yersed almost the known universe but has failed to
*® debate this bill on its merits and he knows it” And
‘Mr. White went on to show that the farmers, whom Mr.
‘Oitver 1s d to rep , would benefit most by the
‘work of the Tarift Comnuulon which would enquire into
tariff on all agricultural products. “It is an absolute
m" he declared, “to say that this bill does not

for the case of the farmer. This bill meets the
‘oase of every class of people in Canada, It is designed
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one occasion demonstrated the wisdom of Mr. Borden's
choice. On the debate in reply to the Speech from the|
Throne he made a most favorable impression, but it was
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It is recognized as an expense and little more. Abolition
{has been advocated by fervent spirits in both political
!{‘:H‘li(’*. The movement towards the revision of our con-
stitution in this direction might easily become formidable
if the Senators played too strongly the hand of the Oppo-
sition. A deadlock would be the height of folly, both for
the Senate and the Liberal party.”

Current Comment

[ (Toronto World.)

President Taft got a good reqﬁ)llon in New York and
in the other cities which he visited, but his speeches upon
this tour read like the speeches of a beaten man, Even
Mr, Taft’'s own state is aflame for Roosevelt and every-
thing now indicates that the latter’s nomination is more
than a possibility. The Democratic hosts already feel
that there is only one man in their great ranks who can be
pitted against Rocsevelt. The recent demand for a con-
gressional investigation of the money trust has virtually
put W. J. Bryan at the head of the column. Mr. Bryan
may not seek the nomination, but it will come to him at
Baltimore, as the Republican nomination will come to
Roosevelt at Chicago, It will be a battle of the giants
and a triumph for progressive policies whichever wins,

(Montreal Star.)

The British Empire is quite well, thank you. On
January 18th there was a family re-union at the Kenning-
ton Theatre, London, which was nothing less than an Im-
perial event. Mrs, Cornfield of Lincolnshire, with her
twenty-one sons, went to see the pantomime “Cinderella.’
The eldest son, 48 years of age, who came from Australia,
saw his three youngest brothers for the first time. Eight
of the boys are in His Majesty's service; two live in Wes-
tern Canada, and the whole family is fairly well scattered
throughout the Empire. Asked if there had been any
daughters, one of the sons replied, “None, but a dozen or
80 have been adopted.”

(Ottawa Journal.)

The remarks of Sir R. Baden-Powell on the objects and
ideals of the Boy Scouts movements as conceived by him-
self should put a final quietus on the often expressed ub-
jection as to the military character of the organization,
creating a war-like spirit that may lead many of the boys
to seek a military career. Like many fine practical sol-
diers, Baden-Powell has no love of war for war’s sake, and
his emphatic repudiation of warlike ideals for and on
behalf of the scouts should remove the last apprehension
in this respect.

(New York Globe.)

One almost feels like paraphrazing the agricultural
departments head into dessicated potatoes. There is
# mething wrong about the sound. Even “dried potatoes”
seems an innatural word combination, Why should any-
one dry potatoes? They keep well enough as it is, Per-
haps dried potatoes can be bolled, but they certainly ¢an-
not be baked, or mashed, or made‘into Saratoga-chips,
nor can they be French fried.

(Bridgetown Dominion,)
The Buffalo bride of a day left her husband, declaring
she could not live with a bald-headed man. We are
afraid the bride has made a mistake, for we know it to be
& fact that bald-headed men make splendid husbands and
every bald-headed husband will stand by this statement.

(London Advertiser.)
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There was fire in Mr. White's eh and anger in his|

Mr, Oliver, viciously, and was promptly met with cries of "

ed the Russian drama, Under the

,| Montreal;
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The Young Aﬂllll Company opened
week's engagement in the Opera
House last evening when they present-

Bear's Paw, before a large and well
pleased audience. Between the acts
there were specialties and these in
particular proved excellent. One fea-
ture alone is well worth the price of
admission, viz: the Rambolia Trio, Tt-
alian opera singers. These talented
people sang selections from Italian
opera as it has been seldom rendered
in St John. Singing in the original
the words were unintelligible to the
audience, but there was no mistaking
the quality of the music. Thelr first
two numbers were well calculated to
display the wonderful range and qual-
ity of their rich voices and their con-
certed work was particularly good.
The third number was lighter in qual-
ity, but nevertheless rendered with all
due appreciation of its possibilities.
Another excellent feature jof the
specialties was the Gregory Trio in
rery clever exhibition of hoop jug-

ing and rolling. Their act was real-

ly of high clasg quality. The Groom
Sisters, toe dancers, gave a good ex-
hibition of the art which pleased the
lJarge audience,
The drama in which the Young-
Adams Company appeared was a typl-
cal story of Russia, abounding in in.
trigue and exciting incident. In the
role of Capt. Radaloff Mr. Young was
manly and convincing and gave a very
good presentation of his part,

Miss Margle Adams in the role of
Bessie Crey, an American girl, ful-
filled all the requirements of the part
adniirably and won much praise with
her good work. Miss Hazel Stevenson
made a striking Princess Petrosky,
while the other members of the com-
pany were capable in supporting roles.
The play was well staged and dressed
and with the excellent specialties the
whole evening’s entertainment was an
enjoyable one. The same bill will be
repeated tomight while for Wednes-
day and Thursday evenings St. Elmo
is underlined, with Thorns and Orange
Blossoms for the closing bill of the
week, There will be matinees this af-
ternoon, on Thursday and Saturday.

HOTEL_ARRIVALS.

Royal.

A D Smith, Halifax; A H McLane,
Truro: A W Wilkinson, D Jackson
Hoggie, Sheffield, Eng; I W Deniock,
Toronto; A L Mackenzie, Halifax;
Bert Macdonald, Hamilton; G D Os.
good, Sussex; J € Saunders, F Greer-
son, Ottawa; John Weddall, John Kil-
burn, ¢ K Palmer, Fredericton; J H
Grant, Bridgeport, Conn; S Cahn, N
Y; P Dagano, Montreal: W D Le-
mitt, N Y; A G Wallace, Campbell-
ton; John Mack, Montreal; Frank
Corner, Montreal; Thos J Gallagher,
Moncton; M M Tait, Montreal; G
H King and wife, Chipman.

Park.

J H Force, Joe Robison, San Fran-
cisco; Geo Irving, F G Thompson, J
K Brown, Montreal; H Wilmot Young
and wife, H W Young, Jr, E H Claniffe
King Cole, Massena, NY; .G Willlams,
J Cutting, R Currle, Boston; F G
Boone, James Day, H Harrison, New
York; G.Henderson, L. Tyner, L. G
Moore, London: G Parker and family,
Truro; A S Hubley, Halifax; 8 B Lane
Wewt Hopper, W 8 Sweet, A McDon-
ald, Truro.

Victoria.

J M Flewwelling, St. Stephen;
W M Thurrott, Fredericton; § 8
Wetmore, W L Crocker, G G Merritt,
Clifton; G M Tapley, Clifton; J A
Mclgaac, Halifax; M B Dixon, Riv-
erside; W F Gerding, New York; N
W Baker, Middleton; W J Cooney,
Megantic; J C Anderton, Fredericton;
J C Ginnis, Moncton,

Dufferin.

E R Woodill, Halifax; Thos A Ward,
C L Tracey, Stracey Sta; J
E Angevine, Hampton; J A Bain, Sus-
sex: W E Sharpe, Pictou; A Loudon,
Ottawa; B E Dakin, Digby; B M Me-
Donald, Shediac; W T Anderson, Mor-
rell, PEI; F W Stevens, Moncton; C
& Jackman, Oxford; O P Wilbur, Monc-
ton; H H McLean, 8t George; Dr A J
McNally, R J Cook, Berwick; R A
Diplock, Montreal; M Farrest, Man-
chester; H E Williams, Freeport; J
M Graham, A DesCoteau, Montreal;
D J Rupert, Montreal; James Burgess,
Grand aFils; J P McGrath and wife
Boutou, N Sabbath, A Sabbath, Mont-

RINGING THROUGH
BONAVENTURE CO.

Splendid Work Dodd’s Kidney Pills
Are Doing.
s i
Mrs. Norman L. Dew Tells What
They Have Done for Her—People
Talking of Them on Every Side.
- Port Daniel West, Bonaventure
Co., Que., Feb. 19—(Special)—Bona-
venture County is ringing with the
great work done by Dodd’s Kidney
Pills, and on ev

g

% Farm Produce.

| Oysters an
g - cumsun-(ch-.

TN L BELL WD
WIL BE A BAOGUE

Washington, Feb. 19.—President
Taft today told Mayor Fitzgerald of
Boston that he would pin a shamrock
to the lapel of his coat, look around
for a good shilalah and ride at the
head of St. Patrick’s Day and “Evac-

The Artistic

son's trade.

cased In Silver, Gun Metal

and

uation Day” parade, when he visits Y 9

Boston Mouday March 18. mm.":,?‘l!:'“: Nh. MIReRY
The

DR. A, W. CHASE'S

CATARRH POWDER 25¢.
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Diamond Importeds and Jewelers,

The most critical judge of beauty of design as app!!
feraft of watch production, will of a surety b'o mor.-’&nn satiefied with

that we are showing In this branch of the jeweller's art. For this sea-
GOLD WATCHES, GOLD :l':.LED WATCHES, also ~watches
BRACELET-WATCHES cf varlous

prices throughout the wmh wide range of our watch stock
are Qu-llty for Quality, the lowest obtainable.

FERGUSON & PAGE,

to the hand.

Mercharidise

41 KING STREET,

ulooen, Cloars the " al¥
Stops droppings in the throat and
7 Fover, “hier boner: fram
A ree.
Accept no substitutes, All dealers
or Edmaneon, Bates & 0o.. Teronto.

When You Build

Write us for prices on Doors,
Windows and Trim.

Rough Lumber, Shingles and
Clapboards.

Stationery Supplies
A Full Line of Account Books

Figuring Books, 2 to 16 columns
All sizes of Loose Leaf Binders and Holders

in stock and made to order.

. BARNES & CO. Ltd., 84 Prince William 8t.

Good work and less delays.

D. K. McLAREN, Limited

The Christﬂondwork-
ing Company, Ltd.

(Two Factories.)
245%, City Road Erin Street

15,000 Feet of

64 Prince William Street, "Pho

OUR BALATA BELTING

BEST ON THE MARKET
MAD EENDLESS TO ORDER IN TWO DAY'
Complete Stock of All Sizes

ne Main 1121, St. John, N. B.

Birch Flooring

Kiln Dry, End Matched and Punch-

ed for Nails, No. 1 Grade lengths

from 2 ft. to 4 ft. to be sold at a
Special Low Price

—No Order Too Small—

For rooms where a border of hard-

wood is required this flooring is just

as good as our regular stock in long

lengths and costs much less.

Write for Particulars and Prices.

MURRAY & GREGORY, Ltd.

8t, J6hn, N. B.

Everything in Wood and Glass for
Buildings.

NEW STORE
90 Wall St.

CAKE, PASTRY, BREAD
Fresh Daily

in stock:

Sizes carried 1
watts.

prices we quote.

16 and 32 c. p.

Tungsten Lamps

Kolloid-Wolfram Drawn Wire Filament

Average life 1000 hows. Bum at any angle
Clear and half-
We Als_o Carry the
D alls neal?? {5 9
Brilliant” and “Cureka” Carbon Lamps
No better Carbon Lamp on the market at the
Sizes carried in stock: 8,

T. MCAVITY & SONS, Ltd., 13 King St.

25, 40, 60 and 100
frosted bulbs.

ROBINSON’S 7%,

a4

The terms, simplicity and b

Draw Money While You're Laid Up

of our Sick

and Acecident 1

A.C. SMITH & CO.

WHOLESALE

will prove a most agreeable surprise to you.
Come In and We'll Talk it Over
Frank R. Falrweather, 12 Canterbury St.

I'lay, Oats
Mlllfeeds

Choice White Middlings and
Manitoba ‘Oats Now on Hand

Telephones West 7-11 and West 81

West St. John, N. B.

Wire Mattresses,
dron Bedsteade,

e WHOLESALS AND RETAIL

101 to 108 GERMAIN STREET. '

HUTCHINGS & CO.

Bedding Manufacturers

Matiressos,
"~ Feather Pillows, etes

Fresh Fish

Fresh Codﬂuh. Haddock, Hallbut and
Herring. 4

.lMal. PATT!RION.
19 & 20 South Market Wharf,
© 8T. JOHN, N. B,

MURPHY BROS.,

15 City Market
TURKEYS, CHICKENS, GEESE,
WESTERN BEEF, HAMS and BACON.
Everything Best Quality,

GUNNS LIMITED.
Beef’
Pdrl( and Provisions

CLEMENTS CO. Ltd.
Local Wholesalers
and Exporters
Potatoes, Hay,

- ‘Tmpmu:—wm 108 y
a West 183

Main
2 Main 1

Fresh Boiled Lobsters

cmm nl Rabbit Ples, Fried|

Sandwiches and Coffee.

J:. ALLAN 'I'mll,
1l M“ 8¢,

$6.50 CLOCKS
For $5.00

For & limitea tlm we are offerl
& very handsome solid oak or w:l'ng
caged clock, 12 inches high, brass or
bronze trimmings fitted with an 8 day
movement, striking the hours and half
hours on a cathedral gong, ‘We guar-
antee every one of them to be dur.
able and- accurate ti:

We have only a limited number of

these fine that we._ wish to

ﬁl:ar out to room for other
8See Our ial

O 5.l l”o alarm clock, $1.50

Just .”ﬂlﬂ ! new c
Big Ben Alarme. m"*""‘ o

W. TREMAINE GARD,

Goldsmith - : J
77 Charlotte Street, o.wolor




