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FOUND IT FULL OF GAS. which had been blaring on my. back all the 
time, and being very thirsty besides, Г had 
then gene down to a big tsenge tree grow
ing in the vattey, to refresh myself with the 
copious sap of its succulent roots, for no 
water was to be had. Quenching my thirst 
1 had lain down in the shade at its root.

All was silence and solitude around, ex
cept for-the cicadas, which kept up one 
unchanging and unending song. It was the 
bottom of the valley where Ilay, and out 
before me ran a level stretch clear of trees 
for a hundred yards or more. In the mid
dle rose a small bush of acacia horrida, 
from which we get gum arabic. thick all 
over with little flower tufts of yellow. The 
ground around was covered with the bright 
green of a creeping mesembryanthemum, 
all starred over with purple flowers, looking 
like a rich oriental carpet ready spread for 
the denizens of the wilderness to stretch 
themselves upon. And all this time there 
was one of them lying in the sun—one of 
the most beautiful and dreadful of Africa’s I 
animal wonders.

The birds called my attention to him. I 
suppose they espied him froth the sur
rounding treetops and they flew down to 
the acacia bush to reconnoiter. They sud
denly raised such a confusion of chattering 
that I took up my glass to see what was 
the matter. They seemed greatly excited, 
hopping hurriedly from twig to twig; flap
ping their wings and crying out all the 
tiipe. I could perceive no cause till Д stood 
up. Then there appeared with his broad 
neck flattened out a large black cobra 
(Sepedon Haemachates) slowly gliding1 
about on the green carpet within a yard o F 
the birds.

For some minutes I watched the scene ; 
but fearing he might disappear in the mole 
holes, which were numerous all around, I 
seized my long stick and advanced upon 
him. His tail was tovard me and his at
tention fixed on the birds, I could qep his 
glittering black eyes, and every moment 
the forked tongue would lap out meditative
ly as if he were contemplating'a spring.

Це saw me eel approached, and, turning 
qujçkly around, he threw hiipself into a 
position of attack. His head, with two- 
thirds of his body, stood up perpendicularly 
from the ground, while the remaining part 
was gathered into a coil of support. The 
topgue was exaerted rapidly, the jetty eyes 
glistened brightly above * the spreading 
hood, the white rings on his throat appear
ed across the center of the hoodlike ar
morial bearings on the shield of a warrior.

XMAS SILVER WARE. HOT WATER KETTLES.
■ТИХ FOORD ХІТ AT STELLARTON 

CLOSED AGAIN. THIS CUTі •tod Full of !>•■***-Full of Mr*
Otolv Bee» Opened Siam 1800 After Being 

After the Explosion 
of laSO-Urwenl Me* d for Action.
New Glasgow, Dkc. 6. 1892.—-The 

dosing of the Foord pit will in some mea
sure put an end for a time at least to the 
rapid progress of Stellarton. It is a very 
serious affair and yet there is no cause for 
panic. There is coal in the seam that can 
yet be got out if the right way to get it is 
found out. One of the miners, Michael 
Breen on his way to work descending the 
shaft, when near the old working conclud
ed that he detected the fumes of the deadly 
choke damp that heralds an explosion. He 
at on ге informed Overman Brown of this 
fact, who went to the surface and gave in
structions to the engineer to lower the cage 
slowly down the shaft, when he came to the 
place where Mr. Breen’s suspicions were 
aroused he found they were correct. He 
then ordered the men all up on the surface, 
showing his good judgment in acting so 
promptly. The horses and some material 
were then brought up and by 2 a. m the 
management decided to damp down the 
pit. On Friday they removed the cover
ings and it was found their worst fears 
realized—the pit was full of gas ! The in
spector of mines was acquainted with the 
state of affairs at once, but owing to force 
of circumstances was unable to come to 
Stellarton but is expected.

This dosing of the pit is a serious thing. 
On Saturday last the management were 
ready to dose down the mine. This is the 
second closing of the Foord pit. It has 
only been reopened since 1886, having 
been closed and the East river turned to 
flow into it after the explosion of Nov. 15th 
1880. In 1886 the companies amalga
mated and the pit was pumped out 
and reopened, and ever 
seemed free of danger and has turned out 
a fine quality of coal. Before the mine is 
again closed due consideration should be 
given to this case. It is undoubtedly the 
duty of the government to deal with this 
matter seriously. For the closing down of 
the pit is a grave matter in the province, as 
well as to the county of Pictou. In this coal 
field, there is estimated to be twenty to 
forty million tons of coal. It is surely 
worth while to try and save this at even a 
great cost. The oldest man in Stellarton 
does not remember the time, when some of 
the pits were not on fire. All the years the 
fire have been allowed to rage. Large 
sums of money have been expended in what 
some regard as “ make shift” operations. 
But now the need is urgent. The best ex
pert testimony in the continent should be 
obtained, so that that the government will 
be able to know what is best to be done in 
the case.
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a big line of Hot Wat* Kettles, with and without 
stands. In Brau we have them u low u 90 cents. 
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> ot ^ The Oratorio concerts art 
in musical circles, on the wl 
performances the society h 
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In the Mendelssohn's set 
the choruses lacked attack 
weak in the opening chorm 
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M_r*ÀAllen was not in h 
thAflfü very little opportun 
In the beset Uni solos in thb

The orchestration of Horn! 
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ІТ new to the orchestra, whi 
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ed In triple Instead of com* 
regardless ol the effect npot 
|pd the conductor. The c 
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Mm. Allen sang with com 
solo being *' Ah the wife It і 
was heartily encored.

Mr. Ddatel sang all hfe | 
Ble voice lawy Uke Myra 
he will avoid Mr. Whitney*! 
All bis solos were song will 
and when eileolVd he gave 
parts splendidly, especially 
broken."
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Altogether be was a moat beautiful but 
dreadful sight.

Facing him, I stood on gnard with my 
stick graepèd in both hands, studying how 
I could best pin his bead to the ground 
with it so as to catch him safely by the 
neck.

As I moved he came forward to meet 
me, but still standing erect—a living pic
ture of conscious power and dreadful rage. 
He dodged the stick, then struck at me. 
He was about five feet off and too far to 
reach me. Up to that time I had not be
lieved in spitting snakes, but as the black 
fellow struck forward towards me two thin, 
bright streams came from hie month. One 
of them struck me in the face, wetting 
my right cheek close beneath the eye. 
I paused for a moment, in astonishment, un
certain in my surprise whether any of it had 
gone into my eye, but as I felt nothing I con
cluded it had not and wiped the drops 
from my face with the sleeve of my coat. 
Then I captured him

He was added to my collection of living 
snakes, where he often afterward repeated 
the performance behind the glass of his 
cage for the amusement of myself and 
friends. The poison was squirted from the 
fangs, as I had many occasions of observing, 
by the force of muscular compression in the 
act of striking, and not by the impetus ol 
exhaled breath.

I know from observation that the poison 
of this snake will destroy the sight of ani
mals, temporarily at least. The eve, after 
being touched by it, appears as if coverd 
by a white opaque film. After a time, 
however, 1 have seen this disappear, and 
the normal appearance resumed. Further 
than this I have not examined its effects.

In consequence of the great development 
of commerce with Africa and the greater 
frequency with which travellers and scien
tists visit its strange fastnesses, there is 
every probability that its deadly snakes as 
well as its other wonders will get that sci
entific attention which our present ignor
ance ot them demands.
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Bale Dishes, CastoruStiSTSera Blasses, Etc.
BURPEE, THORNE % CO

6<? Wp4 68 PRINCE УІШАЦ STREET.
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“ Gold Bar” costs one cent. The letters 
for the motto ** G. B. chocolates, the finest 
in the land” are on the wrappers. Send 
the wrappers with the letters to make this 
motto to Ganong Bros. Ltd., St. Stephen, 
N. B. You will get $5.00 in gold —A.
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* SHEFFIELD CUTLERY ”
From all the best makers suoVas JOSEPH RODGERS A SONS,' GEO. BUTLER & CO., GEO. 

WOODHEAD & SON, TH0S. ELLIN A CO.
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timbre. He wm «scored aft

Christmas la Comini.
Make your fruit Cake and otherwise pro

vide for it. New Raisins, Currants, Sjbices, 
Cahdied Peels. Fresh Eggs, Mince Meat, 
Sweet Cider, Choice Lard, Roll Batter, 
Dunn’s Hams & Bacon, and all other things 
necessary and in season to be had from J. 
S. Armstrong & Bro., Charlotte st,, next 
Y. M. C. A.

In hu duet with Mra. Allen, 
he wm perhaps best.

The choruses which were 
very much more practice; ft 
One of the best rendered wsi 
might of fire I "

That the work wm given 
m it wm, Is due to the lnd 
painstaking conductor. Tht 
thy of remark ; the connectio:

The chorus work in Alhr 
faultless, but the society m 
creditably.

Мім Hen rendered her v 
uni conscientious nod correct 

Mrs. Alien had more scop* 
certainly sang with fire b 
strained, and a little worn.

Mrs. Carter sang in her 01 
only regretted that her numb 
had hardly chance to hear 
trio m which she sang wa 
chorns "Hearts feel that love 
snng and an encore demande 
"Priest’s War-march" wm 
called lor much and deserved 
say they have never beard li

Mr. Ford has certainly add 
has gained. As a conductor, 
Is a professional conductor i 
sionals. Here, the best ol oi 
quire a more decisive beat; (I 
not conversant with profess 1c 

Mr. Allred Porter desen 
much praise for bis zeal an< 
I am sorry to say the concern 

Mr. Bristowe wm the guet 
Porter last week.

Mrs. Allen wm enlertaint 
Warner, and Mr. Tom Da

...........i(f cents to $6.00 each.

............ 10 eta. to $1.26 ppr ppir.

............ 85 eta. to $12.00 per ease.
............  $2.60 to $7 60 each.
............ $4.00 to $20.00 per case.
............ 25 cts. to $4 00 each.
............ $1.60 to $10.00 per doz.

I Ivory Handle and Dessert Knives from
I Stiver Plated Table and Dessert Knives Irom..............$2 00 to $7JOO per doz.
I Carving Knives and Forks from................................... 85 cts. to $8.00 per pair.
* Carvers In Cases from....................................  $2 26 to $$).00 pgr case.
I Plated De>ert Knives and Forks ia Cases from........$16 00 to $50 00 per ease.

Plated Fish Bating Knives and" Forks in Cases from$18 00 to $45 00 per case.
$125.00.

Pocket Knives from........................
Scissors from...................................
Scissors in Cases from...................
Ladle*' Companions from..............
Gentlemen’s Dressing Cases from..
Razors from......................................
Razors in Cases from.....................
Ivorene Handle Table and Dessert Knives from.... $2 00 to $7 00 per doz.

$6A0 to $15.00 per doz.
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1 Handsome Cabinet of Cutlery and Plated Ware...'

AN AFRICAN 8EBFXNT HUNT.

Oui1 Stock Never was so Large and Varied as at Present.
SOLID SILVER WARE.

Thorough work, short time and little cost 
at SNELL’S BUSINESS COLLEGE.

$IOO ІП GOLD.
To whoever makes the highest 

rate of speed in the Pernin 
Shorthand Standard Type
writer in 6 months.

Я.Т8Exciting Adventure With » Beautiftil but 
Terribly Deadly Reptile.

The spitting snake, ot which the Dutch 
settlers in South Africa tell startling tales, 
is generally considered a myth, but I my
self found the creature there.

One dsy in 1877, while I was living at 
Grabamstown, in the Cape Colony, I went 
out for a snake hunt in Currie’s Kloof. 
An alpenstock, revolver, bunting knife and 
binocular glass composed, as usual, my 
equipment.

Now this South African country is very 
different from our American landscapes. 
The sky is very cloudless. There are days, 
weeks, even months of uninterrupted sun
shine. Consequently the extreme dryness 
of the atmosphere entirely precludes that 
delightful greenness which renders a Euro
pean or American country so charming.

The city ol Grabamstown lies in a valley 
among hills 2,000 feet above the sea. The 
country in every direction is unencumbered 
by fence or wall, so that away across the 
continent to Khartoum the traveler may 
walk or ride, finding no other barrier to 
his progress than mountains and rivers.

For a considerable distance to the north

FLATBD WARB.

W. H. THORNE & CO., Market Square, St John.
COUCH LAN’S ’ HALL, 38 KING STREET-

$25 in Gold for best in. 3 
months. Students are GOLD

WATCHES,
GEM RINGS, 
BROOCHES, 

BRACELETS, 
THIMBLÉS, 

CUFF ANti COLLAR 
BUTTONS, 

and many Other Hand
some Christmas

gen
erally qualified for positions 
in 3 months by this simple 
system. Students taking les
sons by mail have exactly 
the same chance.

S. J. SNELL, Windsor, N. S.
Philosophy of the Street.

Office is one of the things that grow 
smaller on possession.

A woman would rather lose a lover than 
let him know how much she loves him.

There is as mnch difference between in
dependence and churlishness as there is 
between almonds and aloes.

People who volunteer more than they con
tract for generally find that what is ex
tended as a favor will soon be demanded 
as a right.

The only royal road there is is the one 
that leads to ruin.

Acting on impulse saves a vast amount 
of preliminary worry, and generally results 
about as well as any other course.—Mil
waukee Journal.

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.

under this heading not exceeding 
•ont 86 words) cost 26 cents each 

▼e cents extra for every additional

Announcements 
five line 
Insertlo 
line.

PONEY RIB FOR SàLE.ïZXW
Canada, consisting of Poney, Pung, Harness and 
Rdbès. The poney weighs lés»than four hundred 
pounds, and a beauty, sound and kind, good driver 
and perfect under saddle. A child can handle him. 
The whole rig is miniature and stvli-h, all in first 
class order. Apply at Jobhsoii & Йоовв’н stables, 
Peel Street, or address Ponkv, Box 382, St. 
John, N. U.

Gifts

it Jewellers’ Hill 
90k St. і

After the concert Thursday 
gave a delightfkl conversez: 
time for one to have an early 

On Friday evening Mrs. Pa 
of the performers after the co 

There is some talk about 1 
at ChristmM-tide or there ab< 

In Boston the Handel & 
give two performançes of t 
Christmas .day concert. Mr 
be tenor soloist, and Miss Em 

I am told that the Minstrel 
selves with honors on Tuesda

the country is parklike, with bills rising 
200.—sometimes 300—feet above the plain, 
their sides covered by grass browned in the 
sunshine, or scrubby brush 20 or 30 feet 
high, struggling to draw life from a stony, 
sunbaked soil. About the hilltops the rocks 
crop out in every direction, too hot in the 
eternal solar glare to give resting place to 
any living thing except lizards. In spite of 
all this beat and drought and apparent steri
lity flowers grow in abundance.

In the heat and moisture of the kloops or 
mountain ravines the trees grow tall and 
stately, with great orchid covered vines 
stretching like ropes from branch to branch, 
or trailing to the earth, forming 
gymnasium for the baboons and monkeys 
to frisk in. The tree fern waves its feathery 
fronds in the warm wind, and countless 
varieties drape every overhanging bank and 
fill every crack of rock or every tree stamp, 
forming shady retreats tor the puff adder 
to sleep in and am bush for snatching the 
wandering wood rat as he nibbles bis nuts 
in the neighborhood.

This beautiful snake, which is also one of 
the most deadly in the world, abounds in 
all the hilly land of the Cape Colony. Both 
cobras and puff adders swarm around about 
Grabamstown. Many a day have I spent 
among the rocks watching their ways and 
habits—studying their lives at boose.

On this special day I bad been lying » 
couple of hours behind a rock watching 
through my binocular a small snake of the 
genasPsammophis chasing lizards within a 
Sw yards <* foe. Heateé wsèà the sen, r.

ШДЦТГП Agent for my fine approval «beets of
Commission, reference required*. Packet A c ntains 
100 varieties stamps from Mexico, South America, 
Hong Kong, etc . and a New Brunswick htamp 
worth 12c., price 18c. F. Бинт Saunders, box 300, 
St. John, N. B.
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ENGLISH CUTLERY.
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The Old Back Stair.
FRAZEE’ S cl°ivLE(^lE’ *je и°ш«
evening. Ben place to learn Bookkeeping, Boats 
sa, etc., also Stenography and Typewriting. Send 

for our circular. J. U. P. F razee, Principal, tf

Of all the sports of childhood, 
I know of none so rare 

As sliding down the banisters
N ,/TONBS AND UNI

oil CIRCULARS DcDd-Bl?d c“llekniddr,,,vertisiog matter ^carefully distributed in all 
parts of the city by reliable messengers. A trial 
lot solicited. For father particulars and rates, ad- 
dress.—Canadlnn Advertising Agency, P. O. Box, 
108, SfHToho, N. B. 41 novl2in*

a DADCAIN-WK are closing out ia line A DAnDAIN offEngllih Tweeds—dark colore 
—at $ 18.00 щ suit. A. Gilmour, Tailor, 72 Germain

THBLE CUTLERYback The list ot musical pi 
at present includes a yo 
dian girl.

stair.
I remember well the circus. 

And the fun it used to bring; 
While watching fearless riders 

A-dasbing 'round tbe ring.
But this jolly old attraction 

Could never near compare 
With sliding down the banisters

in all Styles. See the new 11 Xylonite ” hand
led Knives, and notice that it is impossible to 
distinguish them from Knives hindled in genu
ine Ivory. The blades are the same as used 
in the finest qualities of Knives, and “ Xy
lonite ” bandit d Cutlery is now weea bn the 
lu st tables.

Agnes—Really. Helen 
hér music wonderfully 
abroad. Edith—In whs 
Why, she never plays ai 
sounds the toast bit like 1 

Among the notable yio 
country is Pedro de Salx 
both here and abroad ha 
the recognition of the 
His playing last year in 
other concerts in New 
phm-d him to ha an at 
We trust thft he will be 

* the present seaeon. He 
annum 1868 ami if com
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a natural the
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FOR SALE н.р!иргіі?ьі'вІиег,°ь*т?мр«і
government inspection, troersnteed satisfactory. 
Price low. Apply at PaooBEse Office. t-f.

back

;!%Then I recollect the barn loft, 
Cbneked full of clover ha> ; 

Mother used to send us there 
To pus a rainy day.

Bot I often stole away from that 
And while mother wa«n’t there, 

sliding down the banisters 
Of

«4
I A FEW PERMANENT or
II Transient Boarders can 
th large and pleasant rooms, 
located bouse, 78 Sidney в

be ac- 
tn that -toi -Лі toi -T

very centrally 
Mas. Моїми*.Be MayS.

SILVER PLATED 8P00N8 MID FORKS
UNIQUE DESIGNS.
IN STAPLE AND

the
вУШ'ІйЙй
block», № snd off envelop* tor my collection. Act
ually the highest prices paid. Particularly want 
some New Bnuwwkk 7X6. provisional (rat* to 
Great Britain); Send list of what yon have for aale. 
Sheets of stamps cent on approval to collector*. 
H. L. Hast, Пі Gottingen street, Hnlâfex, N.8.
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I have grown Into manhood now 

And often wander home;
Tbe old folks always welcome 

They're glad to have me come; 
Bat while they're not looking 

tempted, I declare.
To slide down the banisters

—rteold OUtoore Ban 
cator. '-mll be command 
tmd of Mr D. W. Reev, 
MY Reeves 18 a musician 
experience jo band dire 
organization, has lost, its

I’m Pocket Cutlery, (400 styles nearly) Razors, Scissors.IMPORTANT TO FLESHY PEOPLE.
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fully ae good work as it 1 
distinguished and, able 00
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stair.

Itojtorial Court Kapelli 
Randbartinger, a contenu 
oven and a close friend 
jtist celebrated hie ninutie 
residence in Gloggnm, 1 
мете strange to us of the

Hye olden time.” True
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