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BIG FIRE SWEEPS
OVER WHITE HORSE

Two Blocks of Business

Houses and Hotels

Completely Destroyed---Freiglit' Sheds
Escaped---Damage $226,500.

(Speclal to the Timws.)

was to-day the scene of a disastrous ﬁ;‘e, 3

|

the total loss being estimated &t $226,-
500. '
The fire broke out early this morning.
All the hotels and business houses for
two blocks were burned.
The freight sheds were not burned.
The estimated losses are:
Taylor & Drury, $2JQ,060
Seward’s grocery, $12.,500.
F. McLennan, hardware, $15,000. .
Benett news and bookstore, $10,600.

|

{
Vancouver, May 23.—White Horse £ $25,000.

Windsor hotel, Mr. Racine, $25,000.
Jewellery store and drug store, .in the!|

Windsof block; $10,000. : &

Whitney =& Pedler, genml atore, e,
White Horse hmd §20,000, 0

Captati P. Mart
Unsworth's hards
Hotel Grand, Jol

' of a pmn;xsingx market.’

M I(MEN lSI.ﬂNll

THE MINISTER HAS :
APPROVED OF CHOICE

Grand Trunk Pacific’s Western Port
Will Be Short Distance South
of Simpson.

Ottawa, May 23.—The Minister of
Railways has approved of the Grand
Trunk Pacific terminus on the Pacific
coast at Kajen Island, a short distance
southwest of Port Simpson.

Hon. Mr. Emerson has vrefused to
sanction the ‘expropriation of any tract
of land-for terminals either on -the
Pacific er-at Fort William ‘and - Popt
Arthur, Lake Superioﬁ He merely ap-
proves the location of the line to these
points, and the company will have to go
before the tailway commission and get
whatever lands is necessary for station,
ground, ete,

The New Governor, | e

W. W. B. McInnes will stay here a
couple of weeks familiarizing himself
with Yukon work at the interior depart-
ment. He will afterwards leave for the
West and stay a week at Victoria closing
up his business before going to Dawson.
He expects to be in Dawson to celebrate
Dominion Day.

STATE INSURANCE SYSTEM.

Proposal Has Beea Submitted to Rus
sian Minister of Finance,

St. Petersburg, May 23.—The Novoe
Vremya says a project has been submijt-
ted fo the minister of finance for the
creation of a state system of life insur-
ance to take the place of private com-
panies on the ground that the system
offers greater security to the policy hold-
ers. There has béen more or less
scandal in' the past’connected with ad-
ministration of private Russian insur-
ance companies, which ‘has resulted in
great advantage to the few foreign com-
panies doing business in Russia.

TRADE OF SIBERIA.

Britishers Are Being Forced Out of a
Promising Market.
——

London, May 23.—The hoard of trade
to-day issued an exhaustive report made
by Special Commissioner H. Cook . on
the trade of Siberia, in which Brifish
traders are again taken to task for allow-

|

P. Burns’s shop and cold storage plant,

Total, $226,500.

White Horse is the western terminus
of the White Pass & Yukon route, and
is one hundred and eleven miles from
Skagway. It has an office of the Dom-
inion government telegraph. Among
other important buildings are the Can-
adian Bank of Commerce, the Church of
England and several hotels.

Being an important shipping point it

4 has also large, wharves and warehouses.
| It+became prominent;during the Klon-
dike excitement.

The fire at White Horse diréétly inter-

jested Victorians ag several of the whole-
sale business houses of this .city had

stock en route to Dawson, and which it
was ‘feared might have been destroyed.
¥t was' therefore with a good' deal of
satzs@cﬂon that it’ was Jearned ‘that the

»W and Jgeigkt sheds were not:|*
demni

“The American, Dane and German,”
writes Mr. Cook, ‘“‘are already there, and
have captured some of the most fruitful
fields of enterprise. These rich regions
will. be to Russia’s increasing millions
what the colonies are to the oritish Isles.
Even now Russian emigrants in Siberia,
peasants though they be, are supplying
the London- market with butter, and as
they reap their crops with American har-
vesters, . discuss with intelligence their
preference for machines from Milwau-
kee and Chicago.”

SECRETARY HAY

Will Spend Two Days in Paris and Wili
Meet Foreign Minister Delcasse.

Paris, May 23.—United States Secre-
tary of State Hay will arrive here next
Monday for a stay of two days: Arrange-

‘ments have been made for him to- meet

Foreign Minister Delcasse. This is like-
ly to arouse considerable speculation, but
Mr. Hay’s only purpose is to make a
visit of courtesy upon M. Delcasse, and
thes latter ‘on hearing ‘this expressed a
desire fo:make’ the first.call -upon ithe
American secretary of state. - The re-
ception of Mr. Hay woald nave assumed
a. notable eharacter at the Blysees: and

.the foreign office -had the secretary not

requested the avoidance of official and
social funetions, owing to his /wish 'to
secure the full benefit from the rest cure
taken at Badenheim.

WILL NOT YIELD.

Chicago Express Companies Refuse to
Recede—Strike is Spreading.
Chicago, Ills.,, May 23.—The team-
sters’ strike to-day threatens to assume
proportions that will render a call for
troops necessary and at the same time
new hopes of a peaceful settlement have
developed. £ While the strike grows,
peéace is still more in' the balance. The
express companies seem to hold the key
to the situation, but hopes based.on these
companies. may be elusive, for in spite
of many rumors to the contrary the em-
phatic statment is made that they will

not yield an inch.

The agents of the express companies
were expected to be represented at an
adjourned conference between the em-
ployers and tht teamsters, which was
scheduled for to-day.

FAMOUS FAT MAN DEAD.

St. Louis, Mo.. May 23.—John Stewart
Crossy, known throughout the theatrical
world as C. Stewart, one of the “Two
Johns,” the fanious fat men of the stage,
is dead at the home of his son, Dr. Butler
Crossy. Mr. Crossy was 51 years old
and was born in ‘Dublin, Ireland.

WINNIPEG NOTES,

Winnipeg, May 23.—A unanimous
vote was given on Monday by Indian
Head ratepayers to  spend $150.000:in
building lighting, waterworks and sew:
age systems,

The Mennonites have decided to bmld‘
2 $20,000 school at Altoona to bring the

centre of education on'the reserve,

g ‘ﬁch, Ont.,

GIRL REMANDED.

D —
Case of Josephiné Carr Stands Over for
a Week—Proposed Line From
Moose Jaw.

Toronto, May 22,—Thirteen-year-old
Josephine Carr was arraigned in  the
police court at noon to-day on the charge
of murdering Mrs. Murray’s baby. The
session was practically private, being in
the children’s court. The child was not
asked to elect or plead. She was repre-
sented by counsel. She was a passive

manded to the. chﬂdnen&mm one
week. She will remain there until her
preliminary hearing. J. J, Keslo, super-
intendent of neglected children, urges
her committal to the girls’ industrial
school until she is twenty-one years of
age. Chief Coroner Johnston thinks the
baby died of exposure rather than vie-
lence,
A Transfer,

Montreal, May 22.—It was stated this
morning that the Dominion Textile Co.
had, with the exception of a few details,
compléted arrangements to take over the
Montreal Cotton Company. 'The ques-
tion of price seems, however, not to be
finally. arranged.

~ Will Erect Mills.

.. Montreal, May 22.—J, Westley Allison
and G. E. Weldrum, of this city, have
secured possession of the charter of the
Canadian Iron Plate & Sheet Steel Co.
.of Toronto, and with a number of Am-
erican: capitalists. will.. erect mills at
Morrisburg, Ont., securing their steel re-
quirements from the Dominjon Steel Co.
It is expeeted -the, new company ‘will be
able ta control the Canadian market.

Instantly Killed.
London May 22.—While' at ‘worl on

this morning, W, J. Plante was struck
be ‘a jigger and instantly killed. The
jigger struck his neck, breaking it.

. ~New Flour Company.

Winnipeg, May 22.—Another big mill-
ding- enterprise. is contemplated here,
JPasish & Lindgay and the Kelly Milling
0ol of Brandon, and McGaw, of God-
havmg organized into' the
¥ Canadmn Flour Mills Co. They
Wil expend: $250,000 on- a plant in St.
Vthe if e(emptlons are granted and

; Accidentally Shot
Cleay Springs, Man.,, May 22 —Kath-
Q1o huer was ncc),dentnlls shot in the
o rifle 'with which -a_bey ww

elaymg ’hl-khe house

Proposed Lme

Moose Jaw, N. W. T., May 22.—Mr.
Seymour, secretary of the board of
trade, has received a letter from Mr.
William Whyte; general superintendent
of the C. P. R., containing the informa-
tion that the president. has recommended
that a survey be made of the proposed
road from Moose Jaw to the elbow of the
Sagkatchewan, as the road will then open
up a:large district of good farming land
tributary to the city.

‘BOXER INDEMNITY.

Powers ‘Have Protested Against the
Russian Proposal Regarding
Payment.

Tientsin, May 23.—The settlement of
the Boxer indemnity question has been
delayed by the action of the Russo-Chi-
nese bank. Russia has choesen to receive
her portion: of the indemnity in silver
and the Russo-Chinese bank is endeavor-
ing to obtain payment in Shanghai, at
the London price of silver, instead of
the price ‘at Shanghai,  thus avoiding
extra charges. If China consents the
‘bank’ will secure an advantage amount-
ing to one per centum,

The powers have lodged a - protest
ered probable that the Russo-Chinese
bank will ‘net be successful in its nego-
tiations,

Natung, the governor of Pekin, repre-
senting the board of revenue,-did in fact
consent, but his consent was not ratified.

If China weakly assents the settlement
of the indemnity question will be pro-
longeqd indefinitely owing to the fact that
similar advantages will be demanded in
other quarters,

MINE CAVED IN.

Cracking Timbers Alarmed Men Who
Escaped—Work Has Been
Stopped.

Presecott. Ariz., May 23.—Millions of
tons of rock and earth caved in yester-
terday in Senator Clark’s United Verde
copper mine at Jerome, . Arigona, the
ground «dropipng over the surface to the
,700 feet level. Cracking timbers gZave
the alarm, and 300 miners fled, escaping
uninjured.

The hoisting works, which are over the
mine, have settled, and the machinery
cannot be worked.. The smelting plant
has also been ghut down, and all activity
has ceased.

Officials of the company say the dam-
age is not irreparable, and the smelter
will be working again within 8 month,

ALLEGED SWINDLE.

Man Charged With Beiuz‘Manager of
“Get-Rich-Quick” Concern.

Chicago, Ills.,, May 23.—William. Mec-
Kee has been arrested here charged with
being the manager of a “Get-rich-quick”

other cities. and. according to.the police,
has swindled thousands of persons. The
proposition submitted to sabscribers by
the company was that after paying $1.25
for 84 weeks thev would. receive a. dia-
" mond ‘valued at $200.

1

spectator of what took place and. ap-’
peared scarcely interested. She was re-,

the Grand Trunk bridge at Hyde Park’

‘how] lasting over an hourn,

against the proposition, acq it is consid- |;

concerne which has branches in many.

HOUSE ADJOURNED

~ BY THE SPEAKER

BUSINESS INTERRUPTED |
BY LIBERAL MEMBERS

Disorderly Scene in the House of Com-
mons— Colontal Secretary Re-
fused a Hearing.

London, May 22.—The sitting of the
House of Commons to-night was mark-
ed by scenes of the wildest disorder,
growing out of a motion- by Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman to ! adjourn the
House that he might discuss the charge
against the Premier of having violated
liig pledge not to deal with the subject of
colonial preference without first. appeal-
ing to the country. Alfred Lyttleton,
secretary of state for the. colonies, rose
to reply to the Liberals, bnt members of
the opposition shouted down his attempt
to speak, even after the Premier had de-
manded a hearing for the gecretary. Fin-
ally tha Speaker, after he hdd exhausted
every effart to quell the turbulence, put
“into force, for the first timie, a new rule
empowering him to adjourn’ the House i
case of grave disarder.®

The matter camé up at the affernoon
sitting, when Premier Balfour, replying
to questions on the subject, szud he did
not consider himself pledged to inaction
in regard to colomial preference, except
so far as parliament was concerned. He
reiterated that the government did not
intend to deal with the fiscal question in
the present parliament. The matter of
colonis]l préference might, - however, be
submitted to a ° eolonial * conference in
19086. 3

Sir. Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the
“Liberal leader, charged Mr. Balfour with
‘violating. the pledgt he ‘had made.in his
“Bdinburgh ‘speech and moved the ad-
Journmient of the Homuse to discuss the
madtter.

The debate on: the motion came up at
the night session & was marked.by
(ﬁsorder The- beeral Jegder demangded
mam :ﬂmyer remier, Balf

My aton; secrﬂary state
the coloniesfrose to reply.- The mem-
bers of the ®pposition drowned the ef-
“forts of the secretary with eries of ‘“Bal-
four, Balfoury”” After continuing for
about tén mmmnufes, Mr. Iyttleton sat
down.

After several members had failed to
gecure a hearing, the Premier rose, and
a temporary iull followed.

Mr. Balfour said he thought it highly
improbable that he should be immediate-

dy expected to follow the leader of the

opposition. He said he had known the
opposition to refuse to hear a minister,
and he insisted that the House should
hear Mr. Lyttleton as otherwise the dig-
nity of the House could not be main-
tained.

Mr. Lyttleton again attempted to
speak, but the disorder was renewed.

Finally: the Speaker said it’ was clear
that the scene would continue, and he
would therefore adjourn the House under
the rules empowering the Speaker to take
such action in cases of such grave depar-
ture ‘from decorum.

The: Speaker had been tnable to secure |

even a semblande of order; the constant
“The aection
of “the Spealker and - the ‘scenes in the

“House created ‘a tremendous sensation

in the lobbies.

The galleries were filled with = peers
and other distingunished persons, who
gathered in the House expecting to hear
an interesting debaté on the fiscal ques-
tion.

To-night’s unprecedented and undigni-
fied scenes in the. House of Commons
grew to some extent out of the Balfour-
Chamberlain controversy with the addi-
tion of the heat engendered on the oppo-
sition side by the Premier's alleged
breach of his pledge net to consider the
subject of colonial preference without
appealing to the eountry.

The members generally were in fever-
ish expectation that the debgte would in-
directly provide the terms of Mr, Bal-
four’s answer to Mr. Chamberlain’s com-
promising proposals. It was also antici-
pated that Mr. Chamberlain  himself
would make an important speech on-the
fiscal question. Then when Secretary’
Lyttleton was put up to speak instead
of Mr. Balfour a storm burst forth, gsuch
as has not been seen in the House of
Commons for many years.

The opposition interpreted the govern-
ment’s course as an attempt to stifle dis-
cussion, although moderate members ad-
mit that Mr. Balfour’s attitude was per-
fecily correct. The Premier himself in
appealing to the House to permit Mr.
Lyttleton to speak, maintained that he
{(the. Premier) was a prisoner in the dock,
and not to be heard until he heard the
accusations against him.

4
Mr, Lyttleton also showed: greaf self-

possession. Standing at the treasury
tables, times out of number he tried to
speak, always beginning “the prime min-
ister” and always being shouted down
with cries of “Balfour, Balfour,” and
“let him fight his own battles.”

The Liberal leaders after adjournment
lield ‘a conference; and it is expected that
a vote' of censure on Premier. Balfour
will be moved to-morrow by Sir Henry
Camphell-Bannerman, |

Colonial Conferénce
London, May 23.—}t

s British coast, the House of Commons

_reappgnted and he, the foreign secre-
- We metmbers ‘of ‘theredmmiit-1
u

‘'Whnims’s house last Tuesday.

is ﬂndﬂ!‘m ¥

NO. 12

" that a colonial conference will meet in

London early in 1906.

The Liberal papers this morning in-
terpret Premier Balfour’ s remarks on
the subject in the House of Commons
yvesterday as showing that some sort of
compact hag beenr arrived at between
him and Joseph Chamberlain to defeat
the dissolution of parliament until next
year.

Mr, Chamberlain himself dined with
his supporters last night. He remained
within the precinets of the Commons,
but never entered the House during the
scene,

The Coascfig Trade.

London, -May . 22X-The action of the
United States in excluding foreign ves-
sels ‘from the coasting trade in the

Philippine Islands after July 1st, 1906,

wis discussed in the House of Lords |

to‘day.

Lord Muskerry (Conservative) asked
for f_urther information regarding the
negotmﬁons between Great Britain and
the United States, Germany and Spain

as a result of the exclusion of British .
ships from the Philippines, Marshal and |
and also whether Great |
britain reserved the water frontage of |
the British conecession at Hankau, China, |

Canary islands,

for British sh'ss.

Foreign Secretary Lansdowne, in re- |

ply, said he agreed with Lord Mus-
kerry that it ‘was unfair,
coasting trade of Great Britain and her

dependencies was open to all. coasting |

traders, -that  somie. -countries were
closed to British ships. But so long as.
the’ powers did not infringe the treaty |
rights, \Great Britain’ had. no right. to
complain,© The suggestion that Greaf
‘Britain” shonld - reserve - lier ~ coawting |
trade for British sh: ps, Lord Lansdowne |
considered to be no remedy, as the Unit-
ed States and Russia, which most com-
pletely excludéd foreign ships from their
coasting trade, took'the smallest part in
the British coasting trade. The govern-
ment saw no prospect of mducrg the
United States to alter the arrangements.
Lord Lansdowne explained that the
United States considered that under the
most favored nation clause they had the
right to make special arrangments en-
titling any power to etceptmnal prive
lleges as Spain received in the Philip-
.pines,

In regard to Hankau, Lord Lansdowne
said instructions had been given to af
ford . British ships the preference in
wharfage at Hankau. As to placing
foreign vessels under restrictions on the

committee -appointed in 1904 would be

‘tee wo ake practical suggestions.”

JLondon, May 23.—At thée opening of
the, House of Commons to- day there were
prospects of a repetition of the scemes
witnessed last night, but Premier Bal
four calmed the members by promising
a day for the discussion of the vote of
censure of the ministers for .their state-
ments off the subject of the celomial con-
ference, undertaking that the debate will
proceed with decéncy and fair play.

The premier on entering the House
was greeted with ministerial cheers and
opposition jeers of derision. Order re-
stored, Henry Campbell- Bannerman, the
Liberal leader; asked whether in  view !
of the ‘“‘confusion created by the declar-
ations of His Majesty’s ministers in re-
gard to the fiscal policy and the proposed
colonial conference, the premier will give
a day. for the discussion of a vote of
censure.’

Sir Wm. Hart Dyke (Conservatwe) in-
terjected the suggestion that the Liberal
leader express regret at “the obstruction
and insulting language of yesterday.”

The House was immediately in an up
roar, the ministerialists cheering, the op-
position members deriding, the Irish
members shouting ‘“Police, police.” = Sir
Wnllmm ultimately withdrew his offen-
sive remark and M. Balfour, taking ad-
vantdge of the lull,made an offer of a
day for the discyssion of the proposed
vote of .censuré, and the matter was
dropped.

SALT SPRING ISLAND NOTES.

(Special Correspondence of the ! Times.)

An enjoyable evening was spent at W,
After a
large number of friends had arrived
dancing commenced and was kept up to
a late hour. Excellent musi¢c was ren-
dered by Mr. Whims and E. McFadden
during the evening.

The Methodist ehurch at the Central
Settlement is being painted by J. Shep-
herd and W. Mouat. Others are also
giving their assistance. .

Mr. McGuire and wife have now
taken up their residence~hy St. Mary's
lake. They formerly resided at the Cen-
tral .Settlement.

It is understocod that R. Young pur-
chased the Robertson property at North
Salt Spricg,

POLITICIAN SHOT.

Prominent Republican Killed by
Unidentified Man While Entering
His Office.

New York, May 23.—A special to the
Herald from Savannah; Ills., says:

“Danield 8. Berry, a prominent at-
torney and Repubhcnn polifician, was
shot and instantly killed by an unidenti-
fied assassin while entering his office
this (Monday) morning.

“Pwo buliets from a revolver entered
his body, one passing through his head,
the second lodging in his arm. The
murderer escaped.”

Twentv persons were injured, one wo-
man critically, and several of the others
F heing badly hurt'in a rear-end. collision

while the'

REPORT REPULSE
OF RUSSIAN FORCES

§JAPS TELL OF FIGHTING
ON THE MALIEN RIVER

Rojestvegsky Has Not Been Heard From
For Ten Days- Story of His
Death Ridiculed.

\

Tokio, May 23.-—Noon.—Imperial army
-headquarters, reporting to-day, says:

“The Russian cavalry which detoured
toward Kagumen, on the right bank of
the Liao river, was defeated by our rear-
guard on May 20th. ~After their failure
in toe vicinity of Tanfangshen they
camped with the main strength at Siao-
tatzu.
May 21st they retreated to the right
bank of the Malien river.

“In the meantime a few companies of
l'the enemy remaining on the left bank of

1he Malien were defeated, and retreat- |

ed northward in disorder.

“QOtherwise the sitnation is' unchang- !
led.”’

— A
LINEVITCH READY
FOR A BIG BATTLE.

St. Petershurg, May 23.—3.45 p.m.—
The news from the front continues to
point to the imminence of fighting on a
large scale.

General Lineviten is pressing the Jap-
anese centre, bath on the line of the rail-
way and on the Mandarin road, but whe-
ther he is simply feeling out Field Mar-
shal Oyaina’s strength, or-has assumed a
general offensive mmement, is not yet '
clear,

There is o doubt, however,'that Line-
vitch has made complete preparations for
a big battle.

All the Russian sick and wounded who

Irkutskgsand orders have been given ta.
clear the- -imtervening ~hospitals. = The
sanifry taius have also been ordered fo &2
the froxqt.
ol .
CORRESPOXNDENT DEFENDS
RUSSIAN SOLDIERS.

Hemirovich, May 23.—Danchenko, the
well known' Russian newspaper corres-
pondent, has written a spirited defence
of the Russian soldiers against the re-
proach of drufikenness, comparing his ob-
servations in the Russian-Turkish war
and the present conflict to show the in-
creased sobriety of the Russian troops.

i
WHY BIRILOFF IS
%’ GOING TO VLDIVOSTOCK.

St. Petersburg, May 235.—The Asso-
ciatal Press was informed at the ad-
miralty this afternoen that no direct ad-
vices have been received from Viece-
Admiral Rojestvensky for ten days, when
it is believed he set out on his long voy-
age. t

The report of Rojestvensky’s death
was ridiculed at the admiralty:

The semding of Vice-Admiral Birilof
to Vladivostock, it is now explained,

a natural precautionary meggsure for ,{he
purpose of havihg an enefgetic: ym-
mander at Vladivostock to replace’ Ro-
jestvensky in the event that the latter
is killed or disabled, during the coming
sea fights, no doubt being entertained
that if the fleets come together Admiral

on the Russian flagship.
ﬁght victorious and enjoying fair health,

sion that he wiil .e rewarded by appoint-
ment to the supreme command.
Fortuantely the best relations prevail

between Rojestvensky and Biriloff, and
the latter wounld be glad to give way to
his victorions colleague.

e i
HASRCIESTVENSKY

QUTWITTED TOGO ?

in Russian and Freach diplomatic circles
here that Admiral Rojestvensky has
worked a clever ruse on Admiral Togo
and that he is now well on his way to-
ward
Japanese trap set for him.

While there is no confirmation of this

marine, who states that he has received
information from Saigon to the effect
that after the Russian fleet left Port
Dayot, they went to Hainan, where they
loaded coal during last Friday mght
On Saturday a part of the fleet, compris-
ing seven auxiliary cruisers, returned to
the coast of French Indo-China and
anchored for a couple of hours, hfter
which they sailed for Port Dayot.

This action on the part of the Russian
auxiliaries is declared to have been a
ruse on the part of the Russian com-
mander, who ‘sent them back in order to
deccive the Japanese into pelieving that
he whas returning ‘ta French waters with
his whole fleet, while the fact was that
he was steaming at.full speed toward

on’ the. New York elevated railway on
Monday.

Vliadivostock ‘with his battleships and
cruisers, leaving behind him the weaker

were at Harbin and places south of :
there have been transported westw ard to |

26 miles from Fakumen, and on |

5

vessels that wouldonly retard his pro-
gress.

TR SRR
REPORT OF FIGHTING
ON THE LEFT FLANK.

St. - Petersburg, May 22.—Advices
have been received by the general staff
from General Linevitch, stating that a
general engagement is in progress all
along the line of the Russian left flank
and that two divisions are engaged with
the Japanese.

The Russian position is a strongly en-
trenched one and up to the present they
have been able to hold their own and
beat baeck the repeated assanits of the
Japanese.

Up to Sunday the Russian casualties
were estimated at 500, and those of the
Japanese at about thrice that number,

The Japanese, according to the report,
are moving against the entire Russian
line, although up to the present the fight-
ing has been confined to the left. As
Oyama has moved quantities of heawy
artillery into position, it is expected the
general assault will not be much longer
deloyed.

R R,
NEW COUNCIL TO
CONTRQL THE WAR.

St, Petersburg, May 22.—The first step

| towards the institution of the long-con-
. templated.council of national defence; to

ce-ordinate the activities of the military
and naval administration, has been taken
in  s® imperial manifesto creating a
cp\oal preliminary commission under the
presidency of ‘Grand: Duke Nicholas
Nicholaiviteh,

The mahifesto is preceded by a rescript
“which Emperor ' Nicholas addressed to
the grand duke, in which = his majesty
says:

“In order-to insure the development
of the empire’s fighting force in a man-
ner corresponding to ‘the needs and re-
sources of the state and uniformity im
the duties of the supreme naval and
military adminjstration and also to har-
monize them with"those of other govern-
'ment institutions in questions affecting
the safety of the state, I have deemed it
‘necéssary to establish a permanent state
defence couneil. ‘I charge the special
commission, consisting of members ap-
pointed by’ toe, under the presidency of
your imperial highness, to draw up ae-
cording to my diredt suggestion a law
‘relating’ tothis institute.”

Thetrescript econclades withi: the ex-
pressiot of the dénviction that the com-

mission Wwill: work ott the task confided , .

to it without delay and with the care.

& oadivided’ attention -
importance cf the ‘,ﬂ
mands. I )

The formntlon of the coyncil and the
assumption by it of controf of the war
is expeeted to ensue shortly, as the main
details have already been worked out.
The dispatch of the grand duke, who is
designated as the permanent ‘state de-
fence council, to Manchuria, to assume
direct command of the imperial forces
there, has been several times seriously
considered, and he has served repedtedly
of late as representative of.the emperor
in dealing with vital questions of the
war. -The existing council of war, which
has proved unsatisfactory, will be supet~
seded by. the new body.

The step is an extremely 1mportant
one, for which the events of the war in
the Far East have shown the necessity,
the two departments failing to work te-
gether to tue best advantage even when
actuated by the most harmonious feel-
ings, and friction has been often mani-
fested. Many opportunities for helpful
co-gperation between the two arms of
the service are constantly arising, and
if Vice-Admiral Rojestvensky succeeds in
reaching. Vladlvostock and ghaking- the
Japanese mastery of the ‘seas, the coufi-
eil williplay a very welghty role. At the
same’ time the council' is created, not for
the present war, but as a permanent
organization for the state, subordinating
the war and nayy departments and even

overshadowing the other ‘ministries.
It is understood the formation of the

{ new council means the definite abandon-

it is considered to be a foregone conclu- |

Paris, May 22.—It is openly asserted .

Vladivostock, having eluded the !

report, color is lent it by the minister of |-

Togo’s vessels will concentrate their fire ;, mant of the plan of sending Grand Duke

Nicholas Nicholaiviteh to the Far East

Should Rojestvensky come out of the | to assume supreme command on land and

sea.
BUETRT AR
NEARLY DEFENCELESS
AT OUTBREAK OF WAR.

St. Petersburg, May 22.—Greatly in-
creased activity is observable in the dis-
patch of troops to the Far East from
Poland. Recently picked drafts from
various regiments were sent from War-
saw, Lodz and other places.

’l'he commission investigating the sur-
render of Port- Arthur has finished the
first half of its labors. The investigation
of the documentary evidence presented
by General Stoessel in his own defence
tended to sihow that the fortress at the
outbreak of the war was nearly defence-
less, without supplies or cash.

BOILER EXPLOSION.

Columbus, Ohio, May 22.—Six men
were killed to-day by the explosion of
?he boiler of the engine that was stand-
ing near the Hocking Valley railway
roundhouse on West Mound street. The
six men who were killed were at work
nearby.

The buikling was damaged and quan-
tities of the debris were scattered for
hundreds of feet in all directions. Sew
eral of the men killed were thrown high
in the air:

The engine that explode® was being
tested for its first run after rebuilding.
Four other men were badly injured. -

‘The bodies of the six men were ter-

ribly mangled. One man is believed to
have been blown: in the river and is not
accounted for

ol

A P ¥,

B




