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PROVINGIAL LEGISLATURE.

One of Government’s Workmen's
‘Wages Bill Killed in Com-
mittee of Whole.

Second Reading of Bill to Consoli-
date and Amend Legal
Professions Acts.

ELEVENTH DAY.
Thursday, Nov. 29.
The speaker-took the chair at two

o’clock.

Mr. Sword presented a petition from
R. T. Willams & Co.

The following petitions were read and
received: :

Zion Presbyterian church, Vancouver;
Metropolitan Methodist church, Victoria,
and E. A. Lewis and others re Sunday
observance.

Mr. Eberts presented a report from
the private bills committee stating that
the rules had been complied with in con-
nection with the petitions of J. C. Arm-
strong and others and the Burrard Inlet
Ferry company.

Mr. Sword moved that an order of
the house be granted for a return show-
ing the conditions on which the lands at

Bella Coola had been taken up by the!

colony of Norwegian settlers and all cor-
respondence in connection with the same.

The resolution was adopted without
discussion.

Mr. Eberts asked the minister of ag-
riculture—Is it the intention of the gov-
ernment this session to offef any scheme
hy which compensation will be paid to
the owners of cattle which have been
quarantined or killed in order to sup-
press toberculosis?

Hon. Mr. Turner—The subject is un-
der consideration by the government.

Mr. Kennedy asked the chief commis-
sioner of lands and works—Have not a
sufficient number of persons passed the
necessary examination to fill the position
of log scalers? And, if so, why are
the appointments not made?

Hon. Mr. Martin answered: Out of
thirty-five candidates who presented
themselves for examination before the
board of examiners for official scalers of
Jogs .only six obtained over 50 per cent.
of the standard 233, viz., J. Chage, 176;
C. W. Murray, 142; G. W. de Beck,
138; Perry D. Koe, 153; J. W. Bell, 129,
and J. B. Liftin, 120. The selection and
appointment of official scalers is now un-
der consideration of the government.

Hon. Mr. Davie moved the second
reading of the bill to amend and con-
solidate the legal professions acts. The
biil, he said, was of great public im-
portance, and not only of private im-
portance, as some might think. The
bill was particularly important in that
it provided for the purging of the pro-
fession of unworthy members. There
were cases in which a member could not
be dealt with under the criminal laws,
and the county wcourts would not meet
the cases. In/'such cases ‘the guilty
members could 'be called before the
benchers and summarily dealt with. The
bill had been framed by the benchers,
and was a splendid one, with the excep-
tion of one omission, which was evident-
ly an oversight. 'The bill remedied ma-
ny defects of the old acts, one of the
remedies being that annual meetings of
the members should be held. The so-
ciety had expended $20,000 for a library
at Victoria, a branch library had been
established at Vancouver, and another
was to be established at Westminster.
There was no provision in the bill to
admit members of the profession from
Scotland, but this could be amended in
committee.

Mr. Williams had much pleasure in
seconding the remarks of the attorney-
general. It was not an omission that
no provision was made for the admission
of Scottish advocates, but it was left
to the good sense of the house to say
whether they should be admitted. 1t
must be remembered that the practice
in Scotland was entirely different from
the practice in England and Canada.
Scottish advocates were not admitted to
practice in England and neither English
nor Canadian lawyers were allowed to
practice in Sceotlapd.

Mr. Mutter spoke in defence of the
Scottish advocates, contending that if
they could pass the Scottish examina-
tions they could also pass the English
examination, and- he did not think that
it was fair to ask them to remain here
five years before being allowed to take
the examination. He also’ contended
that a solicitor should be eligible to
election as a bencher.

Mr. Semlin had do doubt that the bill
was in the interest of the lawyers, but
he did not know that it afforded any pro-
tection to the public. e had never
heard of the society being called upon to
purge itself of black sheep, but each
vear the society came to the house and
asked that the wall be built higher and
stronger. He held that all lawyers
should be allowed to practice. If the
act was passed the legal gentlemen
would be, placed above both provincial
and municipal laws. Heretofore the
lawyers had to pay a municipal license,
but if the bill is passed they will be ex-
empt from that license. All the profes-
sional men had to pay a license, and he
could not see why the lawyers should not
pay too.

Hon. Mr. Pooley said the benchers
had been called upon to purge the society
of unworthy members, but in the past
it was not permissible to make public
the expulsion of a member. If the bill
was passed the expulsion of a member
would. be made public. There was no
reason why British Columbia should be
thrown open to everybody, while the
doors of other proviinces are closed to
them. The bill was more liberal than
any act in force ‘in any of Her Majes-
ty’s dominions. He contended that the
municipal law taxing members was a
dead letter, and in fact that lawyers
should not be taxed, as they paid large
fees to the law society for the purpose
of the law libraries.

The bill was read a second time.

The house went into committee on the

workmen’s wages bill, Mr. Adams in the
chair. There were very few govern-
ment members in their seats during the
afternoon, and numerous amendments
proposed by Mr. McPPherson were passed.
Firally Hon. Mr. Davie said he intend-
ed to restore the bill to its original con-
dition when it came up on report.

Mr. Sword pointed out that if this was
the case the committee had better rise,
as it was evident that the committee
was opposed to the views of the attor-
ney-general. He did not know how
the attorney-general proposed to over-
come that objection.

Hon. Mr. Davie—Oh, I will just let
you go on, and show you afterwards
what a mess you have made of "the bill.

Mr. Cotton—The_ trouble is that the
government members have not given that
attention to the bill that the opposition
members have. The government mem-
bers just leave the premier alone, and
then when the bill coms up for report,
when the opposition members can only
speak once, he will bring in the govern-
ment members and order them .to hold
up their hands, passing his amendments
by brute force.

Mr. Semlin moved that the committee
rise, the motion being carried by 11 to
10, Mr. McPherson voting against the
motion with the nine governmen: mem-
bers who were present.

Hon. Mr. Davie—You cried out for
New Zealand legislation, and when 1
give it to you you immediately kill it.
The hill was the same as a New Zealand
bill, being copied word for word.

The house went into committee on the
bill for the benefii of mechanics and la-
borers. Mr. McPherson moved an am-
endment giving a.workman a lien on
material for a building whether the ma-
terial used has beén paid for or not.

There was a long discussion, some
members holding that this would be do-
ing an injustice to the material man,
who kad placed his goods on the ground
in good faith. ’

The amendment was defeated on a
vote of 11 to 16.

The cominittee rose, reported progress

.and asked leave to sit again.

The petitions of L. Erb, Joseph Loew-
en and others and R. T. Williams were
ruled out of order.

Mr. Sword gave notice of appeal from
the decision of the speaker in respect
to R. T. Williams’ petition.

The house adjourned at 6 o’clock.

TWELFTH DAY.
Friday, Nov. 30.

The speaker took the chair at two
o’elock.

Mr. Kidd presented petitions from the
Christian Endeavor Society and the ses-
sion of the Richmond Presbyterian
church respecting Sunday observance.

Mr. Sword appealed from the ruling
of the speaker declaring B. T. Williams’
petition out of .order. He contended
that the petition did not ask for an
expenditure, but asked for a share of the
work for which an appropriation has
already been made.

Hon. Mr. Davie contended that the
speaker’s ruling was correct.

Mr. Semlin held that the petition did
not ask for an appropriation. The pe-
titioner said he could do the work cheap-
er than some other person, and if that
was the case he was proposing io re-
lieve the province of unnecessary expen-
diture:

Hon. Col. Baker upheld the ruling of
the speaker.

Mr. Williams did not think the peti-
tioner asked for an expenditure; he sim-
ply wished to tender for the work.

The Speaker—Does he propose to do
the work for nothing?

On motion the speaker was sustain-
ed.

Mr. Smith presented a report from the
mining committee recommending the es-
tablishment of a bureau of mining.

The point being raised that the report
was out of order, as it involved an ex-
penditure, the speaker reserved his' de-
cision.

Hon. Mr. Duvie presented a report
from the provincial secretary on the
Fraser river relief.

Hon. Col. Baker presented the annual
school report. )

Mr. Kellie moved that the house re-
solve itself into committee of the whole
and submit to committee the following
resolution: Resolved. that in the opinion
of the house it is advisable,’ in thef in-
terest and development of the mineral
resources of the province, that a mining
bureau and a school of mines be estab-
lished.

The house went into committee, when
Mr. Kellie spoke strongly in favor of
the resolution. The bureau would not
cost a great deal, while it would do
much to develop the mines and induce
capitalists to come in.

+Mr. Bryden, in seconding the resolu-
tion,’ said the bureau would be useéful,
while a school of mining would go a
great way towards assisting in the de-
velopment of the mines. The school
need not be an elaborate one; in fact,
it would be self-supporting, as a° large
number of young men would attend a
short winter session.

On being asked for more information,
Mr. Kellie quoted figures as to mining in
Mexico and the United States, which
showed that the output of minerals had
increased instead of decreased, as some
supposed. He contended that British
capitalists had invested in South Africa
because they were able to obtain official
information regarding that country.

Mr. Bryden pointed out the good that
had been done by a school of mines in
Ontario. If a man had a knowledge of
all minerals, which he could obtain at
the school, he would be able while look-
ing for one mineral to find other minerals
that he might otherwise overlook.

Mr. Adams was certainly in favor of
the resolution, as a mining bureau and
school! of mines would do much for the
province. The mines of the province
were very rich, and official information
should be placed before capitalists.

Mr. Rogers also supported the resolu-
tion. and thought the bureau should be
established immediately, as it would do
much for the ‘province

Mr. Semlin had no doubt that a bu-
reau of mines was very necessary, but

a school of mines was another thing.
The school in Ontario was a Dominion
school, and last session when the Domin-
ion members were going to Ottawa he
urged upon them the desirability of es-
tablishing a school in British Columbia.
A school of mines was an expensive in-
stitution, and he did not think the prov-
ince was able to grapple with it.

Mr. Bryden explained that the school
proposed should not be one for training
young men, but one for men already en-
gaged in mining, there being a short ses-
sion each winter.

Hon. Col. Baker supported the reso-
lution to establish a mining bureau and
a school where prospectors could learn
the value of their ores. He related
how a prospector went out and found
a good mine, which he tried to sell. He
thought a government reduction works
would: be a great help to prospectors and
to mining gemerally. =The Ontario school
was too elaborate . and expensive for
British Columbia. The mining districts
of the United States also had mining
schools, which had done much to de-
velop the mining and other industries of
those states. He did not think the leg-
islature need be afraid of the expense, as
that would be very trifling as compared
with the good that would be done. Be-
sides, the pharmaceutical and medical
societies had promised to:send their stu-
dents to the school of mines, which would
be quite an addition to the revenue.
It would cost about $6000 to carry om
the bureau and school, but a great deal
of that would be made up by receipts.

Mr. Hume supported the proposal for
a bureau, but did not think a school
would be of any advantage. He had
found that graduates of mining schools
were of little use in this country, and,
in fact, had done the province harm.
Several experts had condemned the best
mines in Kootenay, mines which’ were
afterwards found to be very rich. The
present prospectors were too poor to at-
tend school.

Mr. Forster said the question had been
discussed in the mining committee, and
it would be seen that mo recommenda-
tion was made for the establishment of
a school. A bureau should be establish-
ed, and the head of the bureau should
visit the mining  districts and deliver
lectures.

Mr. Smith did not think there was any
doubt that a bureau would be a great
benefit to the province, and he thought
the school would also do good if the
province could afford to establish a thor-
ough school. Anything that could be
done in this line would do much to de-
velop the mines. Every precaution,
however, should be taken in the selec-
tion of experts, and some of those gentle-
men had done much harm to the prov-
ince.

Mr. Graham was satisfied that the bu-
reau and school would be of much bene-
fit to the mining industry, but he thought
the bureau was more immediately nec-
essary than the school.

Hon. Col. Baker contended that fhe
school would be @& paying adjunct of the
bureau. It was not intended to appoint
experts to send all over- the province,
but it was proposed to have lectures de-
livered by experts.

Mr. Bryden said most of the schools
of mines in Great Britain were self-sup-
porting.

Hon. Col. Baker said it was proposed
that when a man recorded his claim
he should deposit: samples of ore at the
assay office, one’ sample for the local
office and one for the head office.

Mr. Graham pointed out that the sur-
face ore was very different from that
found below the surface.

Mr. Cotton knew that it would cost
between $50,000 and $100,000. The On-
tario school was carried on by a corpo-
ration with a capital ef $100,000. The
question of establishing a school should
be dropped unless the government 1is
prepared to vote at least $50,000. A
bureau of mines, on the other, hand,
would be very useful. It cost about
$7000 to carry ou the Ontario bureau,
which had done much to develop the
mines of that province. The first thing
was to obtain a competent man ahd
carry on the bureau as it was carried on
in Oantario. He was in favor of the
resolution, but he hoped the government
would not undertake a heavy expendi-
ture. h

Mr. Hunter contended that the min-
eral wealth of the province justified an
expenditure for the bureau and school.

The committee reported the resolution
to the house, and it was adopted, the
premier stating that the interests of the
crown were left in the hands of the
house.

Mr. Kennedy asked the attorney-general

—Does the government intend to pro-
vide any better protection to the settlers
on the islands and along the northwest
coast, pro tem., or until the Dominion
government establishes some system of
protection?

Hon. Mr. Davie—The government con-
templates increasing the constabulary in
the localities mentioned.

The house went into committee on the
legal professions bill, Mr. Forster in the
chair.

An amendment was introduced and
passed admitting Scottish advocates to
practice.

Mr. Swerd moved to strike out the
clause exempting members of the legal
profession from licenses.

Hon. Mr. Pooley and Hon. Mr. Davie
opposed the amendment. Mr. Davie did
not think the legislature had the power
to tax legal men, and besides a profes-
sional gentleman travelling around the
province could be taxed in every munici-
pality.

Mr. Semlin pointed out that this was
very unlikely, He could not see why
lawyers should be exempted any more
than anybody else.

Mr. Sword said he did not propodse to
tax lawyers, but he did not think they
shoul(.l be exempt from any tax that
may in future be imposed. He 'would
also like to know if it was not out of or-
der to exempt from taxation in a pri-
vate act. j

’I:he amendment was defeated.

The committee rose, reported progress
and asked leave to sit again.

The gpeaker ruled that the report from
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the mining committee was in order and it
was received.
The house adjourned at 6 o’clock.

LEGISLATIVE NOTES.

What would be said if some body of
workmen should apply to the legislature
for a bill to exempt the members from
municipal taxation? °* A howl would go
up from the government benches that
would scare the workingmen out of the
province. But that is ‘just what the
government proposes to do for the bar-
risters and solicitors of the province by
the legal professions bill, which passed a
second reading yesterday, Mr. Semlin
being the only" member to object. '‘That
bill provides by section sixty that “it
shall not be incumbent upon a barrister
or solicitor who has been called or ad-
mitted after the first Monday in Novem-'
ber of any year to take out any certi-
ficate until the first Monday in Novem-
ber following his call or admission, and
“no barrister or solicitor shall be obliged
to pay any other body or authority ang
sum whatever for the privilege of prac-
ticing as such barrister or solicitor.”
This, as Hon. Mr. Pooley admitted, over-
rules all provincial and municipal acts
which provide that barristers and solizi-
tors shall pay a license. Mr. Pooley
tried to justify this by stating that law-
yvers paid large fees to their society,
such fees being used to establish libra-
ries for the use of young lawyers. Why
should not printers or any other labor-
ers or mechanics be exempt from licenses
on the same ground. A printer, for
example, has to pay monthly fees to his
union, the fees, or a large portion of
them, being devoted to the building and
maintenance of homes for old and worn-
out members of the craft. The same
is the case with many other trades and
professions. The newspaper publisher,
for instance, has to ‘establish an expen-
sive library for the benefit of the gen-
eral public, who daily make use of it
either personally or by correspondence.
Of course the newspaper publisher is not E
brazen enough to ask to have his license |
remitted on this account, but he is just
as much entitled to it as is the lawyer
who contributes for a library for which
he and his “learned friends” can alone
use. Mr. Pooley’s argument was very
far-fetched.

The government members showed their
interest in the workingmen yesterday af-
ternoon by adjourning to the lobbies as
soon as the workmen’s wages bill'came
up for discussion. @A number of good
amendments were made by the opposi-
tion members, but as the attorney-gen-
eral stated that he would overrule these
amendments when the bill came up for
report, the opposition took the only
course open to them and voted for the
committee to rise, thus killing the bill.
No bill at all was in their opinion better
than a bad hill.

Harry Dallas Helmcken, the third
member for Vietoria, took his seat-yes-
terday for the first time. His seat is
a long way from the speaker's chair,
but there is little fear of his not being
heard when he rises to speak. The
chandeliers had better be braced when
his stentorian voice rises in defence of
the government.

If the legislature would do for the
workingmen "all that the individual mem-
bers express themselves as being so anx-
ious to do, the horny-handed sons of toil
would soon be very happy mortals. But
the trouble comes when some true friend
of ‘the laborer tries to incorporate some
of the good things in the bill before the
house. Davie & Co. then succeed in
wriggling out of the promises they make
when appealing to the galleries.

OBJECTS TO THE ARREST.

Capt. Rice Thinks His Second Mate II-
legally Arrested.

John G. Williams, first mate of the
bark Detroit, was arrested by Provineial
Sergeant John Langley on board the
Detrqjt lying in the stream at Esqui-
malt. Williams was arrested on a
warrant charging him with the theft of a
double barrelled shotgun, valued at $45,
from a man named J. J. Wilson. The
alleged robbery took place in May, 1892.
The arrest took place yesterday, and
}Villiams was lodged in the provincial
jail over night. Captain Rice, of the
Detroit, says that Williams was arrest-
ed illegally. He was. on board of an
American bottom, and moreover was in
charge of the bark, since the captain,
was absent at the time. Captain Rice
claims that he has been put to a great
deal of inconvenience as a result of the
arrest; he cannot sail without a maite,
according to the rules of the board of
gnderw:iters of San Francisco, and it
is a hard thing to find a suitable mate
at a moment’s notice. He does not ap-
prove of Williams’ action of theft—that
is if he did steal the gun, which charge
he denies—but thinks that the arrest
was effected in an illegal manner and in
contravention of international law. Wil-
liams was intimidated to come ashore,
so the second mate of the Detroit alleg-
es. The provincial police think that
they have acted quite within their juris-
diction and consider that they would
have been in the right to have taken
Williams by force, if he had refused to
come quietly. * The case will come up
in the provincial police court Saturday
morning at 11. It is possible that ex-
ception may be taken to the arrest on
the grounds stated.

It is ‘said t\hat Archbishop Ireland’'s
visit to New York was for the purpose of
bhorrowing $500,000 to pay the debts of
the archdiocese of St. Paul.

T0 REDUCE THE FIRST (0ST

Sealers Resolve to Conduct the
Business on on Lines of
Strict Economy.

Hunters to be Paid a One-Fifth Lay
—Owners Subscribe to an
Agreement.’

The sealing owners, awake to the grav-
ity of the situation which confronts their
industry by the serious decline in prices,
met last night and unanimously resolved
to keep the first cost of sealskins inside
their market value. The meeting was
held at the board of trade building, and
was attended by fifty owners, including
all the representative men engaged in the
industry. Every schooner in the Vic-
toria fleet was represented, and R. P.
Rithet, M. P. P., presided. It was un-
animously decided that there would have
to be a general reduction in every branch
of the business. It was stated that the
advices from London showed that the
net return to the owners would vary
from $6.50 to $8.50 per skin. But few
schooners receive the latter, and but few
of those that do would pay expenses. A
series of resolutions were adopted, all of
which were embodied in the following
agreement, which was endorsed by an
unanimous vote:

That the hunters engaged for the year
1895 be paid by lay only, not in any case
'exceeding one-fifth lay on skins caught
in their own boat and delivered on board
(to apply to white hunters or Indian
vessels) to be calculated on the price re-
alized by the respective schooners on their
catches, the right to sell being at the
entire discretion of the owner of the
schooner.  If the skins be sold in Lon-
don, hunters are to have the option of
accepting a settlement at the quotation
current in Victoria at time of such sale,
or at the net, price received for skins in
London; 2nd that they shall be paid $1
per skin upon arrival, and the balance
upon receipt of amount of sales; and that
cash advances at the time of shipment
shall not exceed $50 per man, and, fur
ther, that no other inducement, directly
or indirectly, be made beyond the lay
above stated, and that the monthly al-
lotment shall in no case exceed $30:
Th.at boat steerers and boat pullers be
paid not over 50 cents per skin, or $15
per month, and 25 cents per skin on
s_kms caught in their own boat and de-
livered on board, to apply to vessels’ car-
rying white crews.

That the Indians be paid one-third lay
per canoe or $3 per skin on skins caught
in their own canoe -and delivered on
board, at their option. Bonus per canoe
for the season, $20, to be paid on vessels
clearing for the Behring or Japan sea.
Bonus to chief not to exceed $100 in
«any case. Cook for Indians not to be
paid in excess of $20 per month.

That the wages of crew on Indian ves-
sels be not over $25 per month, and
that they be allowed 25 cents pef skin
for all skins taken im any boat in which
they may act as boat pullers or steerers.

That owhers of vessels engaging Indi-
ans agree not to convey their Indian
crews back to their homes at end of voy-
age from Victoria.

Cooks’ wages shall not exceed $50 per
month, but the captain may recommend
an additional $10 for efficiency and econ-
omy during the voyage.

We, the undersigned, representing the
schooners set opposite our names, here-
by agree to be guided by the foregoing
resolutions and by the conditions and
terms to be fixed by the committee, for
the shipment of hunters and others em-
ployed by us in the sealing business dur-
ing the -season of 1895.

Tl'le agreement is being signed to-day,
having been issued in printed form, and
every owner in the city will, it is claim-
ed, sign it and live up to it. Not only
}mve the owners been deeply interested
in the situation during the past few days,
but the men have likewise been very
much worked up, as their interests are
at stake as well. It is quite likely that
they will fall in line, despite the larze
'reduction in their pay. I-{)owever; there
is the hope for the hunters that prices
may advance with the return of pros-
perity to the people who finally buy and
use sealskins. :

The owners have operated this year
at a loss, the extent of which it is diffi-
cult to determine. Some have made
money, but the majority have sustained
actual losses. The skins of many schoon-
ers cost more landed here than the sell-

| ing price, let alone the net return after

taking out commissions and the expenses
between here and London.
The Eustern War.

London, Nov. 30.—A Cheefoo dispatch
asserts that terms of peace between .Ja-
pan and China have been very nearly
completed, through the intervention of
the United States government, and that
the feeling of security is now so strong
that many foreign ladies are returning
to Pekin.

Shanghai, Nov. 30.—The defeats sus-
tained by the Chinese are generally at-
tributed by them to the influence of the
German advisers of Li Hung Chang.
Repairs on the warship Chen Yuen.
which recently went ashore near Wei-
Hai-Wei, have already been begun.

Rheumatism is primarily caused by acid-

Or. Price’s Cream Baking Powder

Awarded Goid Medai Midwinter Fair, san Francisco.

ity of the blood. Hood’s Sarsaparilla puri-
fies the blood, and thus cures the disease.
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