ADDRESS BY DEFENDING OFFICER
IN MITIGATION OF PUNISHMENT

Mr. President ani Gentlemen:

Privete Bwasiuk has pleaded guilty to the carges brought against
him. He is fully aware of the mketakes which he bhas made, and
realizes he must pay a penalty foar them. There are circumstences
in this young soldier's case, however, which bear scrutiny before
the pemalty is decided upon.

Private Bwasiuk 18 now 21 years of age. More than five years ago,
at the age of 15, he mmlisted in the Army and, after training,
procesded to the United Kingdom., When his age was discovered he
was retumned to Camada and, at his parents’ insistencs, and aminet
his owmn wishes, was discharged from the Amy. The frustration
caused by this experience is smay to imagine,

From 1945 to 1948 Private Ewasiuk worked at mny jobs, helping to
support his mother and father, both of whom were unwell. His
younger sister mes anly recently begun to work. His elder brother
is & war pensionar. During this period Ewasiuk was restless with
disappointment over his discharge and hindered in cdtaining steady
enployment by his lack of a trade.

With the idea of learning & weful trade, and bearing in mind what he
had seen in Army recruiting posters, Ewasiuk applied to enlist in ome
of the technieal corps. After a two-wedk period of miting, during
which he mas without work, Bwasiuk was infarmed that the only vacancies
were in the Infantry. At the same time he was told that skilled
trades existed in the Infantry, and that it was most likely that he
would be eble toarmnge a transfer after enlistment. Under these
c¢ircumstances Ewasiuk enlisted and immedimtely volunteered for pira~
chute training.

Ewasiuk carried owt hie training successfully, inecluding his parechute
ecourse at Rivers. In one report he is credited with capabilities of
leadership.

During the period before his absence Ewasiuk Imd muse for dis-
satisfaction and depression. He made several applications for trens-
fer, but received no definite answer. A personnel officer suggested
that he lacked the education necessary for a transfer. Finally he
was insulted by a medical officer whe, without Justification, and
without doing anything to ease the d scomfort it caused, told him
that due to his acne he would never meke a soldier snd should never
have been accepted into the Amy,

Ewasiuk himself realizes that his absences were inexcusable. However,
he teminated both of them by voluntary surrender. In July 1949 he
retumed to Ourrie Burracks wi th the intentim of murrendering, hut,
unfortunately became involved in e drinking party, in the course of
which he was advised not to surrender. He borrowed a friend's wnifarn
and went downtown. The next morning, dazed and uncertain, he found
himsel f hitch-hiking to Winnipeg.

Private Ewasiuk has omly just reached the age at which he cam be
sccepted as an adnlt, yet he has suffered many disappointments. His
civilian career was most unmtisMctory. In the Amy he was denisd a
chance of active service, and later lost his tivasured wings. He has
spent since the 12th of Septesber — 45 days - in dt mtim at




