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may be. It does not follow that we are to lore all that a child 
of God holds to, or believes; or practices ; for they may be 
erroneous both in principle and practice. But as the children 
of God, they ought to be loved for his sake ; and faithfully 
and kindly helped out of their errors. The sacred principle of 
holy love or charity, will lead us to love the most enthusiastic 
characters, or the most hardened blasphemers this side the eter­
nal world of wo and misery, simply as the creatures of God, 
with a pure heart fervently; but it will be the love of pity, 
not complacency. Very dear Brethren, we have cause, great 
cause to lament, that we have so little of this holy love and pity 
for poor sinners in exercise. O let us think much of the love 
of Christ our Lord to sitro rs, when on the cross—“ Father 
forgive them, for they know ot what they do” ? O let ue think 
much of his sacred instruction—“ I say unto you, love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, and do good to them that 
despitefully use you. and persecute you.” “ If thine enemy 
smite thee on one cheek, turn to him the other also.” Re­
member the martyr Stephen ; hear the language of his holy, 
loving heart, concerning his murderers, while they were massa- 
creing him—Loud, lay not this sin to their charge* If 
thine enemy be hungry, feed him ; if he be thirsty, give him 
drink ; for in so doing, thou shnlt heap coals of fire on his 

The whole law is fulfilled in one word—u Thou 
"shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” This love worketh ne 
ill to any. We know. Brethren, it is this blessed grace of love, 

“ That will make your cheerful feet,
11 In swift obedience move ; '
“ The devils know and tremble too,
“ But Satan cannot love.”

Brethren, we feel concerned for the cause of God ; we feel 
concerned for your spiritual prosperity. We know the Grace 
of God, which bringeth salvation, hath appeared unto all men, 
(Jews and Gentiles,) teaching us, that denying ongodlioess 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world,” &c. You are its disciples. 
How do you progress in the school ? Are you growing in 
Grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ f 
We know there may be a form, without the power of true Re­
ligion. True Christians may be too formal ; that is, they may 
have little but the form, and sometimes too small a share of 
that. O lamentable ! that the children of a King, the King 
of Heaven, should be groveling here below, fond of these tri­
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