
liv APPENDIX.

who receive the benefit.
During the past year Mr. Niabet has usually paid a monthly viait to Fort Carl­

ton, and haa held service among the Indians in the neighbourhood, and also 
among the H. B. Co. servants at that post.

In his mission work Rev. Mr. Niabet has been ably assisted by Mr. John Mc­
Kay, who acts as interpreter, and takes a general superintendence of the farming 
and building operations of the Mission. During the year Mr. Nisbet baptized 
twelve persons. Three of these were adult Indians ; sir were Indian children, 
and the remainder children of the officers and servants of the H. B. Co.

The Hon. H. B Co. has very liberally granted the sum of £25 st., annually, 
towards the support of the Mission at Prince Albert. We hail this act as, at

• once, an expression of the interest felt by the Co. in the welfare of the aborigi­
nes, and a token of confidence in the Mission. The presence of your missionary, 
the Rev. James Nisbet, in the Synod renders further details unnecessary, as he 
will be able, personally to supply the Synod with full information respecting the 
Mission.

After the expression of opinion given at last Synod, your Committee did not 
feel warranted in taking immediate steps to break pound in any other portion 
of the heathen world. But fully alive to the importance of preparing the way 
for such an advance at the earliest moment practicable. Your Committee In­
structed their Convener to meet with the students of Knox College and address 
them on the subject of Foreign Missions. This duty was discharged by the Con­
vener, and it is hoped, not without some resulting good. One promising young 
man has since intimated his intention of devoting himself to the work of For-

• eign Missions when his studies are completed, and others are believed to be giv­
ing the subject serious consideration.

Should the Synod see its way to enter on another heathen mission speedily, a 
reconsideration of the field may be desirable. While the fact that by entering 
on'the work In the New Hebrides, we would be co-operating with our brethren of 
the Presbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces, strongly commends that field 
to us, your Committee think that it may be well worthy of consideration 
whether, on the whole, it would not be wiser to commence in some of the. great 
centres of population. The attention of your Committee, and of many in the 
Church, has been turned towards China, where there are districts with a popu­
lation of more than two hundred millions, which seem, at the present juncture, 
peculiarly open to Evangelistic effort, and have never yet been occupied by Pro­
testant missions. Your Committee would suggest that the field of any additional 
•mission to the heathen should be left an open question, and that the Foreign Mis­
sion Committee be instructed to make such inquiries ns may guide them in 
making a recommendation to next Synod.

Your Committee would, however, beg to call the special attention of the Synod 
to the receipts and disbursements for Foreign Missions during the year.

Balance on hand at the beginning of the year............... .
Received during the year, as against $4,809.50. last year
Expenditure during the year.............................................
Balance on hand...................................................................
From these figures which show that the balance on hand is $1,448.87 less than 

last year, it is evident that this Committee is not prepared to embark on any 
new missionary enterprise, unless there are either (1) arrangements made by 
which the work in British Columbia and Red River, which in its character is 
more nearly allied to Home than to Foreign Mission work, can be taken in the 
course of a year or two out of the hands of this Committee, and otherwise pro­
vided for ; or (2,) there is such a large increase in the contributions of the 
Church as will enable the Committee to carry on the work which it has already 
on hand, and go forward also to occupy new fields for Christ. There is no rea­
son why this latter alternative should not be that chosen. It certainly is not to 
the credit of a church which has nearly 300 Ministers on its Synod Roll, and 
about 45,000 communicants, and such a large proportion of the wealth of the
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