8

DYING PRISONERS
FORCED TO WORK

Proper Food : d Medicines
D:=nied lialians

Tortured For Hours — Epidemic
Sweep Ranks of Helpless and |
Thousands Succumb in Austrian

Camps

Rome, Nov. 17—About 10,000 Italisn
and Serbian officers and men taken
prisoners by the Austrians and perm-
anently disabled for military service ow-
ing to wounds or ijllness have been ex-
changed for an equal number of Aus-
trian prisoners of war during this year.
Neither Italy nor Austria agreed to the
hospitalization of prisoners of war in
Switzerland, and their direct exchange
has been most satisfactorily arranged by
the Swiss Red Cross. !

The treatment of prisoners of war In|
Austria is most inhuman. Owing to |
food shortage the rations given to the
unfortunate prisoners are hardly suf-.
ficient to keep them alive. Sanitary con-
ditions in prison camps are neglected. |
Proper medical attendance is lacking.
Hardly any effort is made to combat |
rontagious diseases. and epidemics, with
the result that the mortality among the |
prisoners is appalling. Although insuf- |
ficiently “fed r@isoners are forced to
work and the hard labor to which they
are subjected hastens their exhaustion |
to such an extent that a large propor-
tion of Italian soldiers return to Italy
in a‘dying condition.

The treatment of Italian prisoners of
war is more cruel, as the Austrians bit-;
terly hate the Italians and consider them .

- as traitors because, despite the Triple
Alliance, they. are fighting against: and
not in favor of the Central Empires.
Evidence of the cruel treatment of Ital-
ian prisoners of war in Austria is afford-
ed by the reports of the officers and men
who return to Italy, whose accounts are
specially interesting inasmuch as they
contain- reliable - particulars about gen-
eral internal conditions in Austria.

Herded Into Cars.

When the Austrians take Italian sol-
diers prisoners ' before sending them’' to
the prison camps behind the front they
deprive them of all their clothes, which
they exchange for a thin cotton uniform
similar to that worn by convicts, Italian
uniforms and underwear, if in good con-
dition, are used by the Austrian sol-
diers, whose equipment cannot be re-
newed. The linen shirts worn by the
Ttalians are torn into strips and used
for bandages, which even if washed are
never properly disinfected, since soap
-cannot be had. The prisoners are then
sent to’ different camps in closed rail-
way trucks badly ventilated and so
crowded that for days and sometimes
weeks the unfortunate men can hardly
move. Their food on the journey con-
sists of thin vegetable soup distributed |
every twenty-four hours, and a hunk of !
hard bread made of straw and bran.
On arrival at the prison camps the men
are lodged in wooden huts, badly and
hastily built, where they are condemned
to freeze in winter and roast in summer.

Officers are not deprived of their uni-
forms and they are allowed $1 a day to
buy food. Naturally, owing to the pro-
hibitive prices of the prime necessaries
of life the officers can afford only a
simple and plain diet, but as most of
them receive money from home, which
they share with their comrades in cap-
tivity they are able to improve their
fare. FEaeh officer gets two sheets and
a paper lined blanket. As paper is get-
ting scarce, officers’ blankets are no
longer lined, with the result that in
winter they are compelled to wear their
overcoats in bed.

The soldiers sleep on the floor, with-
out any bedding, except straw or shav-
ings, which are never changed. Their
rations consist of a piece of bread made |
of ground beans, acorns and straw or
bran and two bowls of vegetable soup
every day. Once a week they get some
meat, generally goat’s or sheep meat.
The soldiers are made to work twelve
hours a day in the fields or else in dig-
ging trenches, building roads, or rail-
ways, and even in munition factories
sometimes. They are paid three cents a
day.

Suspended By Wrists,

If they refuse to work they are pun-
ished, for the first offense with bread
and water for a week or a fortnight, and
for the second offence with the stake.
They are tied to a stake from their
wrists, with only their toes touching the
ground, and left in this position for two .
hours at a time. If they faint, a bucket !
of water is thrown in their faces, and
after a.short interval the ordeal is re- |
newed.

When the prisoners are ill the only
medicine they are really given is castor
oil. In case of epidemics hardly any ef-
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| for your sake, try Pape’s Diapepsin. 1t's

| available to people of the lower classes. |
| Even when patients could be taken to
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PAPE'S DIAPEPSIN
FOR INDIGESTICN
0R BAD STOMACH

Relieves Sourness, Gas, Heartburn,

Dyspepsia in Five |
Minutes ‘

Sour, gassy, upset stomach, indigestion,
heartburn, dyspepsia; when the food you
eat ferments into gases and stubborn
lumps; your head aches and you feel
sick and miserable, that's when you rea-
lize the magic in Pape’s Diapepsin. It
makes all stomach misery venish in five
minutes.

If your stomach is in a continuous re-
volt—if you can’t get it regulated, please,

so needless to have a bad stomach—
make your next meal a favorite food,
meal, then take a little Diapepsin. There
will not be any distress—eat without|
fear. It's because Pape’s Diapepsin:
“reclly does” regulate weak, out-of-order
stomachs that gives it its millions of|
sales annually. |

Get a large fifty~cent case of Pape’s!
Diapepsin from any drug store. It is|
the quickest, surest stomach relief and:
cure known. It acts almost like magic)
_it is a scientific, harmless and pleas-|
ant stomach preparation which truly be-|
longs in every home.

fort is made to prevent infection, and |
last year at Mauthausen 8,000 Serbian
prisoners died of typhus in a few weeks.
According ‘to the report of an Italian
medical officer who was confined at
Freistadt, in Upper Austria, 8,000 Rou-
manians were starved to death,

The rations given to the men in all
prison camps are made up as’ follows:
For breakfast, 50 quarts of boiling wat- |
er with one pound of flour mixed in it,!
distributed among 100 men; for dinner,
forty pounds of potatoes, beets or pump-
kins boiled in water, which is occasion-:
ally improved with the addition of |
cloves. Exceptioally one salted codfish '
is distributed among 100 men instead of |
boiled vegetables. Every five days a|
sheep is distributed among 100 men af-
ter the best bits have been stolen by the
Austrian territorigls in charge of the
prisoners. For supper, vegetable soup,f
as above. i

The daily ration of “war” bread for|
each man is about nine ounces. The|
following is a price list of the articles |
of food sold in one of the prison camps
in Austria:

Oil
Lard and ha

Ordinary wine, quart .........
Beer, quart

Real Tobacéo a Myth,

Nothing can be bought in Austria |
without a card, which fixes the amount |
to which the holder is entitled. Cards |
are even necessary to buy matches, and
as for tobacco substitutes made out of
dried leaves perfumed with nicotine are
sold. at fancy prices. Real tobacco no
longer exists. i

Destitution is spreading both in Aus-:
tria and in Hungary, especially among !
women whose work in factories is no |
longer needed. Many factories are clos-!
ing' for lack of raw material as well as |
for the fact that many industries are no |
longer profitable. Thus in Hungary
thread cannot be supplied to lace and |
button workers, and as a result 28,000
women are out of work. The same may |
be said. of the lace industries, which will |
have to stop work altogether soon. |

As for sanitary conditions in Aus- |
tria besides many contaglous diseases, |
dysentery spread alarmingly during sum- |
mer. It was due to exceptional heat, |
coupled with the consumption of raw
vegetables and unripe fruit, which in
most cases constitute the only food

hospitals and provided with nourishing
food their weakness, due to denutrition,
cguld not be overcome and few recover-
ed.

At Roclice, in Bohemia, many peasants
have been sentenced to terms of impris- |
onment for stealing food. None served |
his term, as the prison authorities could
not supply food. The scarcity of food
is .s0 great that people are advertising
in the newspapers offering to exchange
boots or articles of clothing for a ration
of lard or half a dozen eggs. No new
clothes can be bought without a certi-
ficate that second-hand clothing has been
donated or sold, and a special card is
necessary to buy clothes or underwear,
?pthing in theory is wasted In Aus-
ria.

Even garbage or kitchen refuse is col-
lected by the authorities, who convert
it into fodder for cattle and pigs. To en-

Delicious
“Meatless’

Dishes !

. r
—how to cook them

are included in the ‘
recipe book called i

“The Girl at || |

{ twenty pounds of garbage given to the

| indispensable as that for human beings.

courage its collection householders are
offered half a pound of pork for every

authorities. Food for cattle is almost as

In fact, agriculture is seriously threat- |
ened in Bohemia, where the cattle have |
been reduced to only a million and a
half head, and owing to army requisi-|
tions and the scarcity of fodder a further,
reduction of 50 per cent will be neces-
sary.

As a result a milk famine will be in-
evitable next winter, while the cultiva-
tion of land will be almost impossible
next spring owing to the lack of draught
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an “all highest” overlord with ““divine right”

Freedom Must
by Freemen

be Upheld

N Canada there is no Prussian autocracy

to reach out and take the possessions of

the people by torce. There is no tyranny of
to make the neople ficht and nav.

The peopie of Canaaa inemselves decide
to do the F~F*r~ and the navine

- Canadians are asked to lend their money,

not forced to give their money.

Bu,y Victory Bonds ana lend your money
to the ficht far freadnm, :

The canvassers in your neighborhood
will tell you. all about the Victory Loan.
Subscribe for bonds yourself and use your
influence to get others to do the same.

ou Buy
Freedom

very Victory Bond
is a Blow Struck for

! oxen, and manure. Other agricultural
*9 9) ‘
Catelli’s

| regions both in Austria and in Hungary
sent free to any address.

! are similarly menaced, so that the out-
| look is dark, and it is feared that be-
CATELLE’S

fore long not only prisoners of war
will be starved in Austria, but the in-

is the perfect substitute

for meat.

habitants as well,
TheC. H. Catelli Co., Limited,

HUNS ARE TREATING

Issued by Canada's Victery Loan Committee
in eo-operation with the Minister of Finance
of the Dominien of Canada.

ITALY LIKE BELGIUM

Massacring Peasants of Venetia, —
. | ever, convinced that all their blandlsh-
and Burm“g Home' e M‘de\ ments are unavailing and that the }:n-
itatt ! habitants are more firmly loyal, they
Imitations of Papc" are reported to be committing the sume
R | atroeities as in Belgium,
Rome, Nov. I9—-When the Germans They have entered peaceful villages,
firsi invaded the Venetlan plains it seem< it is said, breaking inte the peasants’
ed as if they had chunged their tactics' homes, where only women, ehildren and
and were dolng everything to conciliate old mnen are left, and aftér sacking the
the population left in the villages eva-  houses and attacking the women, kill
enated by the Italien troops: Now, how- the children before their mother's eves

culated among the Ftalian troops at the| fication of Italian newspapers. On Oc-| Tuscewy, while ’Er?gﬁsh infantry were
beginning of the Austro-German drive. | tober 20, in a given sector of the front, represented as having fired on wumen
These men spoke the Venetian and there were distributed by the thousands i and children, also French cavalry as h_av-
Piedmontese dialects perfectly, having what vurported to be copies of the|ing trodden the bodies of revolut}umati
taken courses at the military academy | Giornale D’Italia and the Corriere ]_)ellzl‘ under their horses’ hoofs. All this was
in Turin. In the first phase of the at-| Sera, perfectly = imitated in size and | described with such details amd piausi-.
tack they ordered the aabmndonment ofi printing. The letter press contained ter- | bility that it weas h to upset tae
important posts, cut telephone wires,and | rifying descriptions of revolutionary ¢is- | minds of ignorant pe ts. Investiga
cried in Italian, “Everybody for him- | orders in Naples, strikes in Florence, re- ! ticns are heing made to discover by what
self {vo}ks in Sicily and Apulia, of hundreds neans these false cepies rewcired the
Anether German trick was the falst-|of dead in Liguri, and thousands in trenches.
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and: set fire to the villages. It is said,
that many inhabitants have perished in
sucle conflagrations, having been wound-
ed by the invaders and being unable {e
escepe from their blazing dwellings.

Another of their reported practices is
te tie Itulian prisoners in lines before
them, thinking thus to prevent the Ital-
ian troops from firing upen them.

It has now been proved that enemy
officers dressed in Italian uniforms eir-
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