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Food the Real Problem.
Government has a momentous task
before it today. It 18 a question of
which God the government will serve.
‘Will the authorities take the side of
the Afty thousand, more or less, or
the side of the eight millions, more or
less, who represent the opposite sides
of the debate, There will be-afl effort
towards compromise, becausé com-
promise is the British method, but in
thase “war times the gpirit of com-
promise i& not so evident as it was.
‘We are not compromising  with Ger-
many, for instance,
The difficulty lof compromise is all
the greater as mobody appears to be
willing " to face the real issue., It i8
not an -eight-hour day, nor a 44-hour
week, nor the right to collective bar-
gaining, altho all these are important.
Underlying thet’go is the whole pron-
lem of food supply. The cost of food
is behind the question of wages. As
food rose in price, the food controllers
refusing to do anything to keep it
down, wages were bound to go up.
As wages increased cost of produce,
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" to be held responsible by the govern-

tion soared until|the inevitable stag-
nation set in when competition at
such cost became jmpossible in out-
side markets, The food profiteers cut
the throats of |the
profiteers, The confiscation of surplus
profits by the government does mnot,
+ of course, affect this condition of af-
fairs. [ )

Unless the price 6f food comes down
wages cannot come down. Unless
wages come down, hours or no hours,
unions or no wunions, manufacturers
cannot gét orders, They can-
not hire men to work with no
work fof them to work at. This is
a_labor problem, mot an employer’'s
problem. L

‘We believe that the 44-hour week is
quite feasible, and the other demands
of the unions are reasonable enowgh if
"we can get food on such a basis as
our resources warrant. Only a few
years ago Torontc'?' was the cheapest
place in the world to Uve in. Today
it'is the dearest. What has made the
difference? The food profiteers, the
cold storage men,| the' melon cutting
. transportation men, and all the other
.men {interested in Joading up the traf-
fic with all-it canibear.

The secret of the situation-i{s that
they have loaded it up with more than
it can bear.* In the one instance of
food it is possible to put one’s finger
on the spot and say that here is the
evidence. The cost of living has gone
up 102 per cent. |The dollar is only
worth forty nine cents. Consequently
the workman must have two dollans
where béfore he was eatisfled with
one, The manufacturer has stated his
case, [He 1s going to close up his

| factory till he gets work to keep it
running and he cannot quote at ratés
ta attract orders while costs remadin
ag they are, S ;

The government alone i{s in a pos-
ition to deal with the situation. The
men's demands forshorter hours and
union privileges should be granted
without hesitation, [but that does not
begin to settle the| problem.

Now that the profiteers have: run
the country into d deadlock the big
financial powers of the nation ought

ment o devise a plan for the stepping
down of the whole extravagant sched-
mle of food rates and all that contri-
butes to their high level, and the
cost of such a measure should bpe
distributed among \the interests in-
volved. If the captains of industry
believe in their Business they should
see that this is the only way to set
the wheels going again. TLabor men
dimly see and fée] all this, and the
general strike is the inarticulate ut-
terance of revolt lagainst policy
under which labor| suffers,

the

manufacturing

able metals in the world, and the
greatest store of which we believe to
be in Ontario. The banks that have
their 'headquarters in Ontario, like
the Imperial, are the ones that ought
to see thet every reasonable mining
proposition that hag paying ore in
quantity in sight ought not to lack
for aid in the work of development
and production.

Germany’s Faith—Is It Good or
Bad?

If Germany had not double-crossed
the Russians at Brest-Litovsk, we
should be more inclined to give a
sympathetic ear to the complaints now
made by the vanquished Teutons
about the terms of the peace treaty.
It is this doubt of the good faith of
the German government that makes
the pleadings of their representatives
vain. THey claim the rights of a free
and democratic people to self-determ-
ination and to all kinds of privileges
and compensations, on the ground
that they are utterly innocent of all
the things that thé mad kaiser anad
his bad advisers perpetrated. The na-
tions, however, receive these protests
with incredulity, and when Germany
presents a bill to the allies for dam-
age done by them by bléckading Ger-
many to the tune’ of three and a
quarter billlon dollars, the reputed lack
of humor in Germany finds strong
confirmation,

Everybody will admit that if the
Germans were genuinely repentant
they should get every opportunity to
restore their nation to normal condi-
tions and resume their place in the
world. The boycott of 70,000,000 peo-
ple is not a thing .that civilization
can handle without difficulty. We are
all anxious that the evil fame of Ger-
many should be removed as fully and
as fast as possible.

But it is only the Germans who
can remove their own stigma and
shame. - When they show real repent-

ance, a genuine sense of the tragedy
they imposed on the rest of Europe, |
and make some show of anxiety to re-
pair the ills of which they have been
the author, they may demand sympa-
thy, but not before.

‘Whether the treaty be signed or not,
it is obvious that the leaders of Ger-
man opinion are a recalcitrant group,
whose sympathies. are much more
with the kaiser and his junker friends
than with the liberties of Europe. If
it be signed it will be the signa] for
renewed intrigue on the part of Ger-
many to involve the other nations in
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strike and the labor situa‘ion continue
to engross the attention of the house
and the government. The government
is in a ticklish position and the op-
position members are sitting <ight, It is
an _open %ecret that overtures have
been made to leading Liberals from
Quebec to join the government. The
argument is made that a rea} political
“ruce is needed and the strongest pos-
sible government required for the dif-
ficult time ahead. To these overtures
the one reply has- been that any Lib-
eral member from Quebec who joins the
present government would merely com-
mit political suicide and bring with
him no popular support.

L & *

The Ottawa papers print a story to
the effect that Sir Lomer Gouin may
join the government. This is not taken
seriously by the Quebec members, who
point out that Sir Lomer has other
fish to fry during the next four weeks.
Some of them believe that the labor
situation may yet become so serious as,
to require a Dominion general elec-
tion. They say that the social and ec-
onomic questions now being fought
cut by the crude methods of a general
strike can only be properly dealt with
by legislation, and that these ques-
tions were not in the minds of the
peoplé and received no consideration
when the present parliament was
elected. None of the members from
other provinces on either side of the
house share in this Quebec idea about
a general election being imminent.
They do, however, think it lfkely that
a cabinet construction is at hand, 1t
is common gossip that all the mem-
bers of the government do not view
the strike situation from the ®mame
light angle and should that situation
become more serious and acute, these
differences will sobn become mmanifest,
Some of the ministers, it is said, were
not eonsulted about sending Hon. Gid-
eon Robertson and Hon. Arthur Meigh- |
en to Winnipeg,

*® * L]

Be that as it may, Mr. Meighen has

By TOM KING'

Ottawa, May 28.—The 'Winnlbeg

TOTTAWA
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the bonus tobe paid members of the
civil service for the first quarter of
the present fiscal year. It is antici-
pated that after the new civil service
act is passed the members of the in-
side and outside service alike will re-
ceive a fixed compensation according
to classification. ' There was some
grumbling abcut the extravagance of
the government, buton the otherthand,
many members wanted a bonus for
various officials and employes, like
the Dominion police, who, for some
reason or other, have received no
bonus up to this time,
E3 . =
The bill to amend the consolidated
railway act was again referred to the
committee of the whole, in order to
permit the discussion of certain
amendments, The famous clause 374,
respecting .the franchise of the Toron-
to Niagara Power Company to main-
tain poles and wires in the streets of
the municipalities and to sell and dis-
tribute electric light and power there-
in without the consent of the munici-
palities will not be reached until next
Wednesday. The debate tonight was
upon an amendment proposed by Mr.
Joseph E. Armstrong of East Lambton
to place all vessels engaged in coast-
wise trade or inland mavigation under
the control of . the Dominion Railway
Commission. It is an amendment to the
rallway act which Mr. Armstrong has
advocated for many years and he sup-
ported it tonight with considerable
vigor. .
The arguments in its favor are much
the same as those which justify plac-
ing the rates of railway, telegraph,
telephone and express companies under
government control,
Hon. J. D. Reid, minister of railways
and canals, in opposing. the amend-
ment cited arguments no less familiar.
He admitted that rates on the Great
Lakes had increased, but not to the
same extent as ocean rates, a circum-
stance possibly due to the fact that no
submarines were operating in fresh
water. He feared that American ves-
sels would cut rates and capture cargo
at Fort Willlam and Port Arthur if

apparently not accomplished a great
deal, and he will be back in Ottawa |
before this article is in print. Hon,
Mr. Robertson remains. What he will ‘
be is yet to be seen. What he has |
said since arriving at Winnipeg has !
not greatly improved the situation. |
* % Ed

Opposition members interpellated the !
government about the Winnipeg situ- |
ation, ‘but are careful not to commit
themselves. They know that the gov-
ernment is being censured on the one
hand for not proceeding more ener-.
getically against the strikers, and are
being Blamed on the other hand with
taking sides against them. They take
it for granted that any general period
of disorder and unrest must injure
the government. They are waiting
eagerly for the Toronto delegation

social war, to sow distrust and dis-
sension among the allies, and, in gen-
eral, to make the world an unlivable |
place. i

The Imperial Bank, and Mining |
in Ontario, |
|
|

The Imperial Bank continues to |
Erow, to keep :(.-u%;lf strong, to serve
its many customers and to maintain
the traditions that have been grown
round the management since its start,
nearly 50 years ago. It is very much

of a Torontoand Ontario and west-
ern bank. It has.been helpful in the
development of Cobalt and Porcupine,
and has had no reason to regret that
it was a factor in| making those two
mining, camps. We believe other
camps -equally productive are on the
verge of springing| forth in Northern
Ontario, ‘and: The World hopes in the
adjacent sections of the province of
Quebec,

We regret that | oup governments
bere in Toronto and at Ottawa_have
never attempted to|find out what the

to the further occupation of the land |
beyond the Rhine.
the Germans take, the allies are pre- |

If they refuse to sign, a deeper oc- '[
cupation by French, British andI
American troops has been staged. This |
may extend to Berlin.

The people are |
not greatly concerned, once this deci- |
sion is taken. They know they will)
not suffer from an allied army of oc- |
cupation, but will, indeed, benefit from§

the good order and the circulation of |

as clever as Germany, and, in some |
respects, more so—sufflciently at least, |

money that-will result, !HThn Ahﬂ;ls(\\sp(-nt this afternoon on

A better acquaintanc ; side | 10N A. K. MacLean’s resolution re-

nations \\’ould"l do liixll:‘cl:‘ f‘;xl'thxhzm(zj‘(}'( 'sm""flnz the classification of the civil

: €r- | service upon which a bill is to be

man people. They are frightfully | founded. The discussion was rather

afflicted with big head, and when they‘lg"s““m'.\' as the bill itself has not yet
realize that ofher een printed.

nations are just | e

which is to interview the government
tomorrow.

Sir Robert Borden practically told
the house today that the government
would not bring down legislation de-
fining collective bargaining and kin-
dred subjects until the report of the
royal commission on industrial rela-
tions was teceived. This would seem
to preclude his giving a favorable an-
swer 1o the visitors from Toronto. His
policy ‘and position were outlined in
his statement to the houge on Tues-
day and it is not likely that he will
80 much farther when he replies to

the delegation tom orrow,
L % £

a The house also approv+
d.an appropriation of $2,600,000 for

|SAY GUELPH STUDENTS |

port that explosions had occurred in

ready eent to the Gatchina front, south
of Petrograd, are succeeding in driy-

Canadian vessels had to charge a rate
fixed by the railway commission. Fin-
ally he pointed out that the railway
commission already has jurisdiction

;. CHAPT®R XCVIL

- Often at this time I wondered if
ever a woman had ®o perplexing a
‘life as'did 1. If men in other kinds
of business were obliged to resort to
such expedients as Neil appeared to
consider necessary to win success, I
thought of father's quiet, uneventful,
respected existence. Of men like Mr,
Powers to whom all looked up, and
whose nameé was a synonym for
honesty and square dealing. Then of
Mr. Frederick, his blunt honesty, his
habit of calling “a spade a spade,”
as he so often expressed it, and of
how even Neil admired ‘his rough
goodness and probity. Then I would
think of Neil, the man I loved, the
father of my boy, and long with all
my heart and soul to have him like
these others. \

I had been very proud of my hand-
some husband’'s success. Very blind
to the manner of its making. 1 had
been very happy also at first. Now
all of this was changed, 1 was no
longer so proud of his success; no
longer quite so blind. And I whs
no longer happy. The upheaval had
been gradual in a way, but it had
come.

Now my - whole mind was flxed
upon saving my husband from the
mortifying blame of the putlic. He
was so boastfully proud of his suc-
cess, 80 ambitious to become one of
the rich men of the city, that it
seemed terrible to me that he should
perhaps be disappointed. That he
would meekly yleld to circumstances
I did not imagine, He would fight
for whait he believed his rights re-
gardless of what I, what anyone could
do. It 1 accomplished anything it
must be by seeming not to drive him,
and he had treated me =o coldly since
the letter episode I had not much
hope of being able to coax him,

I worried until I looked {1, and
aunt was anxious about me, altho I
assured her I was all right. Neil

still preserved his attitude of cold-
ness, but someway I did not feel
quite so resentful since I had heard
him declare that no one could say
anything about his relations with
Blanche Orton, I was obsessed with
the idea that if I bad received his
friends perhaps I could have pre-
vented much that must have happened.
even tho I was unaware just what
it was. You see not evep yet did
I understand about Neil's’ business,
never had he explained the slightest
transaction to me.

Suddenly a thought came to me. I
would Bhow Neil that I too eould
be a “good fellow” as I so often had
heard him deseribe Blanche Orton. It
might not te too late for me to re-
trieve my mistake in driving him to
make her home, mot mine, his place
of meeting men who preferred to do
business over a dinner or supper table

an exasperation and a

Fiee your household
from this annoyance.

not attack them., Al

man’s office. ﬁ

'With this thought in mind I tele-
phoned Mr, Frederick:

“Can you tell me when the next
dinner is to come oft at Mrs, Or-
ton's?” I asked. % i

“Yes—on tomorrow night,” a world
of wonder in his voice. ;i
“Thank you” And after a little
desultory talk I hung up. w
I had been thinking about what he
had said about Mr, Scott. I knew
where Mr. Scott’s office was, and
making myself as attractive as pos-
sible I went down to the building
in which it was located. I would
waylay him when he went qut to
luncheon. I had heard Neil say that
“one could set his watch by Scott's
luncheon hour” so if he were in town
I had no fear that I should have to
wait long. I scarcely had taken a
position where I could see the ele-
vator when it disgorged its crowd of
busy, hungry men when I spied him
coming toward me, I walked briskly
along, until I was beside him, when
I sald:”

“How do you do, Mr. Scott? 1t is
a long time since I have seen you.”
I had extended my hand in friendly
faghion,

“I am in a hurry, you will have to
excuse me,” he said, merely touch-
ing his hat, and entirely ignoring my
outstretched hand. Tears of mogti-
fled pride filled my eyes. He had
seemed to like me in the days he
used to come to the house. I had
conceived the idea jhat if T were
nice to him, ask to visit us,

to the more conventional way of at a

e

perhaps I could persuade him. to be

nuisance. Abolish them!

EDDY’S INDURATED FIBREWA
WASHTUBS AND PAILS !
cannot leak, becaiise they are made in one piece,’ without
joint or seam. They are tough and impervious to liquids,
yet so light and resilient that they never become bgttered
or dented, They keep the water hot a long time, because
they do not conduct heat as metal does, yet they are easy
to lift and easy to carry. Theyooatleesthan:uctal,too,argd
last longer for they are less liable to accidents, and rust will

Ask your dealer for Eddy’s Indurated

The E. B. EDDY CO. LIMITED
- HULL, CANADA
Also makers of the famous Eddy Maiches
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Fibreware
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lenient with Neil. T had failed, mis-
erably. I woquld do something., I
would not give up. I“would go to
Blanche Orton’s dinner,
Neil that I too could help him, {f
it were help to entertain men like®
Scott.

tended to go ever since I had called
Frederick on the telephone and asked
when it was to be.

But . why had Mr., Scott so insulted
me? It must be because of something

Neil had done, and Mr, Frederick had /

sald he was a bad man to have for an _
enemy.

o et

Tomorrow—A Distressing Incldent;

A Line of Cheer
‘Each Day of the Year

By John Kendrick Bangs.

(Copyright, 1919, by the McClure News-
paper Syndicate.)

CONVOYS.

The convoyed ship will surest find
The ports to which it hath ineclined,

And as I travel o’er life’s sea

The convoys of my surety

Have been the craft of Hope, and Love.
When clouds have lowered black above
The craft of Confidence in Good

The craft of Faith, and Gva,muée,
And always in the vafigu there
In weather black, or weath fair,

To hold the forward courses clear
The craft that holds the Light of Cheer.

—

T

over the rates of lake vessels owned or|
chartered by railway companies, |

CUT UP $4000 MOTOR

Special to The Toronto World,
Guelph, May 28.—One of sthe most
flagrant acts of vandalism which have
taken place here in g long time was
cymmitted last night, at the rear of
the Ontario  Agricultural College,
when an open car belonging to the
Guelph Radial Railway was lterally
cut to pieces. The perpetrators of
the deed, who are alleged by the rail-
way management to be fourth-year
students at the O. A. C., used an axe
for the work of destruction, and to-
day a $4000 car is practically a
wreck., Ald. Wiestoby, president of
the Radial Railway Board, has se-
cured convincing information that
students who were about to depart
for their homes after the examina-
tions, are responsible for the deed.

Bolshevik Message Denies .
Evacuation of Petrograd

London, May 28.—A Russian wire-
less message today denies the re-

Petrograd, due to Iits approaching
evacuation. The despatch declares
there is no intention of abandoning
the city, and that reinforcements ql-

ing back the enemy.

et —————
]

to win the war, the moral disease |
of the German people will be readyi
for treatment.

Troops are ready to push forward

Whatever course |

real value of tifs oitput of our nickel | pared for it. We are inclined to think |
mines is, especially; in’ the matter of ;};::t:hcgtr;oaty Wik ;hl“gi‘“;’(‘d' ’r(}ut ey
fils . S . i sanguine enough O daepen upon
palladium platinum, iridium, and !yt ¢4 more than the Belgian “scrap
the associated metals—the most yalu- of paper.” 4
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so long as this goes on?”

“None. Nerve force is

something to make
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66YF I could oniy sieep I believe my

I nerves . would soon be all right, but

night after night I lie awake and
think about everything under the sun. /

“What chance is there of getting better

beigg exhausted
nearly twenty-four hours of every day,

“I suppose the doctor could give me

enough n
rather than b‘%:-m:of

/4
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“Will Morning Never Come

one.”

but I don’t
now. I
Chase’s N.

Co.,

7

“I believe I will try Dr,
Food. I have often heard
thought I would need to
always so strong and healthy.”

“This nervous trouble is a peculiar ail- if.
ment. No one would believe what I suffer i
from sleeplessness and nervousness. I do .
not look like an invalid, but I certainly am

You are protected against imitatichsby
the portrait and signature of A, W. Chase
M.D., the famo
which are on every box o
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Chase’s Nerve
of it, but never
use it. I was

and there is no rest and sleep in which to “One thing sure I shall ‘not*spend”an-
replenish the waste.” i))theé l:;ieple&s nighl‘t‘ before I begin using
¥ . . r. e’s Nerve Food. - I expect it will
: One i.f.hmgr sure I cannot stand it much , take a little time to get my neprsrces rigwhlt, ! .
onger, d:r I know that every week-—yes, but I shall get half a dozen boxes and ive 4
:veggu. Zn—dt}neg: all?i: tom regiloss and it a try out., Something seems to me !
s v - ’ 13
of (he Gar's Wk o strain that I shall not be disappointed.” 3

’

Book author,
Sou'a S o
a -G for
Edmanson,- Bates; &

I -did not ‘confess it, not even .
to myself, but Ifknew that I had in-

1 would show |
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