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Yesterday’s elections did not indicate any g‘xfeatjin,ter_eot'on\ithe' part
of the citizens in their representatives. Had every voter been compelled
to vote, on penalty say of a ten dollar fine, there would probably have been
a different result. As it is the! city is governed by a ;miixorlty of the
citizens, and however influential that minority, so long as we have minority
government we cannot profess to have democracy. There should be no
complaints from those who do not vote about any policy the council may
adopt, or any consequences that ensue from their indifference to its mem-
bership. It may be contended that the citizens in general are perfectly
satisfied to leave the management “of civic affairg to those who do take
an interest. . But that again is not the way to true democracy. ' -

Mayor Church, however, has a majority he may be proud to remember.
It does not reach the magnitude of his victory in 1916, when he piled up
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* TACTICS ARE CHANGED-

‘Allies Pa?s From Defensive to

-

. Offensive in Italian
; Theatre.

*# Mallan Headquarters in’' Northern

‘Maly, Monduy, Dec. 81.—The magni-
ude of the achievement of the French
iroops’ on the Monte Tomba region
jrows as full detalls are received. In
addition to 1348 men, including 44
Austrian officers, several of  high
made prisoner. and seven large
&uns captured, the booty includes 60
machine gung, several trench quick-
firers ‘and a great amount of miscel-
laneous war material. ! :
. But the chief significance of the
stroke is the change from .defensive
to offensive tactics, and. the stirring
enthusiasm and sureness with which
the French delivered their initial blow
against the enemy lines. Thus far.
the enemy has been on the offensive,
with the Italians delivering telling de-
fensive blows. :
i Nov;, ht::Weverl,"‘the f‘hr:noh have
turned the sca nd the enemy is
belng attacked in t.ilh sector for the
first time since he reached the Piave.
The story of the fight shows thoro-
f preparation and hercic brav-
" 1 e scene w
southeast of Monte Tomba. : a 16w,
snowless mountain just west of the
Plave, where the allied lines turn into
the mountain region. Here the ar-
tillery preparation began ~'Saturday.

(Concluded on Page 10, Column 7).

SHONFALL DSHRRANGES
EAEHY'S MLITARY LA

* plies Are Held Up by Snow-
F storms in Alps.

g
Y Geneva, Monday, Dec. 31.—Snow
tontinues to fall heavily along the
Bwiss - Itallan and Swiss - Austrian
Arontiers and in the Tyrol. A tele-
from Chiasso, which is confirmed
y ' Swiss soldiers on duty on the Ital-
lan frontier heights, states that Aus-
-German troops are held up on the
yrol frontier. Many Red Cross snd
food convoys are stalled in the moun-
tain passes, and regiments of central
empire troops have been isolated with-
put food supplies for several days.
" Military trains from Trent, which
fire depended upon to provision the
Austrian front, are blockaded. A large
army under Gen. Conrad is trying. to
clear the railway, and unless it suc-
ceeds serious difficulties will hamper
the operations against the Italians.

FOF CLAIMS NEW GAINS
T0 SOUTH OF MARCOING

Germans Report New Territory
and Prisoners Captured—State
British Attack Broke Down.

Berlin,” Jan. 1.—(Via London.)—
Further German gains on the Cam-
brai front south of Marcoing are re-
ported today by the war office. The
announcement follows:

“Army group of Prince Rupprecht:
At midnight the artillery fire in-
creased at Houthuist Wood and in
the: neighborhood of Passchendaele.
A strong British reconnoitring attack
southwest of Monchy broke down.
South of Marcoing the territory won
on Sunday was extended as a result
of minor engagéments. The number
of prisoners was increased by ‘a few
officers and 70 men.

“Army groups of the
Crown Prince and Duke Albrecht:
The artillery fire was spirited at
times north of Prosnes, on both sides
of Ornes, and north and east of ‘St.
Mihiel],

“On the eastern- and Macedonian
Sronts there is nothing new.”

MANY KILLED IN TRAIN WRECK.

German

!: i
« Amsterdam, Jan. 1.—The wrecking
a passenger train near Sambor, in
b » forty miles southwest of Lem-
therg, occasioning the death or injury
many persons, is reported in a Vi-
Mna -despatch to The Rotterdamsche
Courant. The train caught fire while
traveling at full speed, Owing to the
Mire the emergency brakes could not
operated,

28,541 votes against Mr, Winberg’s 9880,  But his vote ‘of 27,507 this
year can scarcely be regarded as showing a loss of popularity. As a civie
politician he is a perennial.

Controller O’Neill polled the largest vote, with 24,972 supporters, ever
recorded for the position, and .exceeds the record in 1916 of the.popular
Joe Thompson, now at the front, by 6663. Controller O’Neill has three
able associates in Messrs. Robbins, McBride and Maguire. When there is
such marked individuality it is not to be expected that there will.be a
calm and unruffled record during the year. The city business may be car-
ried on under drum fire, but at least there will be no indifference per-
missible on the part of the members, and no ignorance of city affairs will
pass muster while Controller McBride is able to raise his voice.

The important business of the year, apart- from the war, is the strest
railway and finance. It will be the duty of the whole council to support
Commissioner Bradshaw in the measures already outlined by him for the
city’s welfare, /

| TORONTO’S PARAMOUNT PROBLEM

Toronto continues to grow in population; that i® one encouraging sign, notwith-

‘| standing the number of people who have gone, either to other points in Canada or

abroad, both on account of the war. ‘We have no empty houses; houses are much

sought after; new ones are being built—speculative builders can sell as fast as they

8ot money to bulild, notwithstanding the high cost of material and labor, Building

mechanics average over five dollars a day. )
@ L ] . ; L 4 B ® ‘

The ‘minister of ‘finence advises économy in luxuries; In unnecessary public
works, in municipal loans. But ofties must 80 on or go back. Toronto will go on;
but the absclutely necessary thing for Toronto to do at once is to | prove her
means of local transportation. Why shouldn’t we buy out the street car company
now if we can do it more advantageously than ‘four years hence? Double fares,
transfers with long weits, poor service on single track ‘radiale; woret of all, an
equipment in the way of tracks and cars and motive energy that has'been allowed

‘| to run down for four years, and is to be let run down further for four years more,

by reason of expiry of franchise. This is Toronto's supreme problem and must be
dealt with, notwithstanding the war, notwithstanding the warning of Sir Thomes
White as to economy. There is an economy that may cost too much. In this case
it means untold inconvenience to over half a million people in the city and imme-
diate suburbs—an inconvenience that costs much in money, more still in time. Two
hours a day between home and work is the best two hours of the day for many a
man or woman that has to work.
s s s L . ®

Toronto would shoot ahead if she had modern transportation. Factories are
afraid to locate where there is dear and poor local car service, If we must stand
for high cost of building we do not need to stand the loss of an inferior train ser-
vice. The necessary money to buy out the Toronto Raillway can surely be got; if
not that, then let us try and build a tube railway to bring the municipal lines and
the radials to the centre of the city. The Bloor street viaducts provide part of a
tube, ready to be railed. A tube from the new Union Station to the North Toronto
station—both soon to be, we hope, in a national railway system—could be built in
a year if cut into short contracts!

% L ] & L ] L] L ]

To buy out the old lines in bits, spread over four years, may come high in
money, still-more costly in loss of time to the public. A million eight hundred thou-
sand dollars, asked for the Metropolitan single-track franchise on the city portion
of Yonge street, is a sample of the slow-poke o.r Mt.-’ofyvblt method.

L L ] * . z

Isn't there a, way for e quick and reasonable clean-up? The World thinks so.
But our citizens must insist on knowing the facts that embrace the situation; and
they are entitled to real leadership from . their papers and public mren. And among
public men Sir Adam Beck and Sir Willlam Hearst ought to have something to say.
Perhaps the Union government at Ottawa, now fiaced with the bigger railway
prcblem, may have to take as wide powers as President Wilson has, a.md who has
already declared that radials and street car lines may yet come wump the scope
of his mighty task—already assigned for the working out thereof to Director-Gen-

eral McAdoo. ., - - 3 . L o

The World proposes to discuss this question of public owne-rehl.p of street car
lines and radials and to ask our public ‘leade.re to. ta.ki a hand in the settlement.
£ Bl
Now is the time, the best time, to try and settle this paramount public probl-elfn
for the people of Toronto and: Ontario. And that is how the people voted yesterday
when they voted on the question, are you in favor of purchasing the street ra.il’wa{
franchise? Does it mean that we must wait four years more before we Jift a hand?

[TALIANS VICTORIOUS
IN FIGHT AT ZENSION

Austrians/ Forced to Retreat Across Piave---
Enemy Aviators Again Bomb Open Italian
Towns, Killing Civilians.

“On the remainder of the front the
artillery action of both sides generally
was moderate. -Our artillery showed
moré activity on the Asiago plateau
and the enemy’'s guns increased their

Rome, Jan. 1.—The Austrians last
night were compelled in consequence
of Italian operations to abandon the
Zension bridgehead, where they had

‘depot Fhattalion.

‘briet delay.

Stm'*w s’@\ " e
and M'%og leave. Special

‘delivered up to a military escort and

a lodgment on the western bank of
the- Piave River, and pass 10 the east-
ern bank of the river, the war office
reports. All the Zension bend is now
held by the Italians. The text.of the
statement follows:

“At Zension di Piave. owing to our
energetic pressure begun on Thursday
and continued without interruption,
the enemy last night was obliged, as
the result of our combinéd operations
with artillery firee and infantry de-
tachments, and after having su{!ered
heavy losses, to abandon. the bridge-
head and to pass again to “the. left
bank of the river.. All the ground in
the bend is now held by us.

fire in the Monte. Tomba-Piave sec-
tor.

“Last night enemy airmen attacked
the aviation camp of Istrana and re-
peated their aggression against the
inhabitants and open cities of Vicenza,
Bassano, Cavel Franco and Treviso,
where bombs were dropped. Altogeéthar
we registered-13 dead and 44 wound-
ed. The victims for the most part. be-
longed to the civil population. The
material damage was slight.

“Our ajr squadrons bombarded en-
emy aviation camps. Two hostile ma-
chines were brought down in the
course of the day by French and Brit-
ish am‘non."

Absentee Detachments to 'Proj

vide Accommodation of
Those Captured.

Ottawa, Jan. 1.--The first draft un-
der the Military ‘Service Act joins the
colors on Thursday. Every man call-
ed up has received from yhis district
registrar notification to .report to his
As raph
trict ' héadquarters . can ha,ndle/amd
equip the men the balance of the first
draft will be called up day by day.

Full -preparations have been made
for - giving the ‘draft its preliminary |
training. Commissioned #and “non-
cominissioncd officers with aétual war
experience have been secured, and the
men will thus be familiarized from
the ‘outset with warfare under modern
conditions. It is expected, however,
that the greater part of the training
will' be effected overseas. Transpor-
tation difficuities are being rapidly
met. .The' first batch of men is ‘ex-
pected.to be on its way over ‘with

3

8. . have been

instructions have been ' issued and
chiefs of ‘police ¢ircularized: To save
the traveling expemses of: ‘prisoners
and escorts and to provide facilities
for men who desire to surrender, the
creation has been authorized  of ab-
sentéc d2tachments. The detachments
will receive and provide for the tem-
porary accommodation of absentees.
Such a detachment may be stationed
in some particular locality for a per-
iod, or may be specially formed to
proceed to some place for the purpose
only of dealing with such absentees
as may then be in custody.

An absentees detachment will con-
sist of: an officer already on. the
strength and such other ranks as may
be necessary to maintain discipline
and provide escorts. No absentee de-
tachment is to be formed unless the
expense to be incurred is likely to be
substantially less than it would be if
the absentees wereé brought in under
escort to the depot battalion.

8pecial Regulations.

Special regulations meet the case of
defaulters undcy the Military Service
Act, men who failed to register un-
der the proclamation calling out the
first class. 1f “without reasonable ex-
cuse,” they are liable to five years’
imprisonment, and subject to arrest
by either eivil or military authorities.
A defaulter who comes inte the cus-
tody of the civil police and is not
punished by a civil magistrate will be

conveyed to -a depot battalion or ab-
sentee detachment.

Detaulters who surrender will be
handled leniently. Unless the cifcum-
stances of the case warrant it, prob-
ably nothing more than a normail pun-
ishment will be imposed, Where it
appears also that a man should be
granted exemption, facilities are pro-
vided for the hearing of his case be-
fore a tribunal,

PEAGE MOVE OF ENEMY
5 GRAVE WAR FACTOR

Entente ‘Authorities to Take Of-
ficial Cognizance of Terms
Advanced at Brest-Litovsk.

London, Jan. 1.=The British Gov-
ernment recognizes that the Brest-
Litovsk peace proposals constitute a
grave ‘and new fact of which official
cognizance must be taken, says The
Daily Chronicle in reporting, as did
The Manchester Guardian yesterday,
that the British Government intends to
return a serious and reasonable reply
to the Austro-German peace terms
when presented officially. The Chron-
icle adds that Great Britain, France,
Italy and the United States already are
exchanging views regarding the peac
proposals, :

The reported visit of Premier Lloyd
George to Premier Clemenceau, it de-
clares, is an intelligent _anticipation
which may or may not be realized.

BOLSHEVIKI ARREST AMERICANS

London, Jan. 1.—It is reported that
the Bolsheviki have arrested the
members of the American railway
missfon af Irkutsk, Siberia, says a
despatch to. the Exchange Telegraph

y as dis- |’

Majority in Favor of Taking

W. Robbins - John O’Neill Sam McBride C. A: Maguire

PURCHASE OF RAILWAY
FAVORED BY TORONTO

g Over Physical
Assets in 1921 Was 36,210, With ;
Only 3769 Adverse Votes.

8 .

Public ownership received a great boost from the citizens -of Toronto
yesterday, when by a vote .of almost eleven to one they pladed them-
selves 'on record as in favor of taking ovér the physical assets of the To-
ronto Railway Company at the expiration of the i;ompq.n&'s franchise in
1921. The final count, as given out last night, was as follows: E
; w u FORthe RUrohasu. - yon /5o . %, vie s s’ SH9TH »

Aguingt L, : g g

By, L7

ceiseliiiiiiidiiaenesasean 5,760

! MRIORIY -, s e oo i ividpiiin irgih 36,210 -

The vote of the citizems, however, does not settle finally the many
problems that will arise when the line is taken over in 1921,
was put to the ratepayers merely to feel out public sentiment, as one of
the aldermen put it. There is nothing in the city bylaws to make a ‘plebiscite
on the question neeessary. Under. the agreement with the company, the
city is required to give a notice of one year to the company before taking
over the line.

The vote on the questions by wards follows:

Yes No
Warl b i i i it 9037 869
WA & civeiansioiind sl 4419 503
b SPGB A PR e, 3484 348
e RS S R R D 4378 467
WRIR B . cviviiiibinedsinei

7115 621
WRYE 6 .. it 9005 807
Ward 7

2541 154

. 39,979 3769
One of the most important of the problems that will have to be solved

when the line is taken over is the question of management. Some people
favor consolidating all the railway surface lines in the city under a com-
mission. Others suggest other forms of management, but the important
thing is that yesterday’s wonderful majority gives the civic heads an oppor-
tunity of making their final plans with the assurance that the public is
behind them. /

NEW BRITISH ADVANCE

Setesssennsiesnss s

IS MADE IN PALESTINE|}

Allenby’s Forces Victorious North of Jerusalem---More
Than Thousand Turks Killed and 750
: Are Made Prisoner.

London, Jan. 1.—British ‘= forces in
Palestine, under command of Genoral
Allenby, have made further progress
along the battle line north of Jerusa-
lem, the British war office announced
today. More than.a thousand Turks
were killed and 750 were taken pris-

oner. - The text of the statement fol-
lows:

“Palestine: The British line has
been still funther advamced north of
Jerusalem. From Thursday to Satur-
day inoclusive we ,took prisoner 750
Turks, including 10 officers. Up to
the present 1000 enemy dead have been
counted.”

from Petrograd. ;

U. S. AMBASSADOR HONORED

Sheffield University Confers Degree
on Walter Hynes Page.

BLSHEVN-CISSA
FORCES FGHT AT KURSK

Battle Rages for Three Days and
Casualties Are Heavy—
Famine at Moscow. '

London, Jan. 1.—As the first offi-
cial act in_new office of chancellor,
or president, of the - University of
Sheffield, Lord Crewe in a few days
will confer an honorary degree on the
American ambassador, Waler H,
Page. This will complete the circle
of great universities which have given
degrees to the ambassador in recog-
nition of America’s entry into the
war. Oxford was first, followed by

7, ., 31—
Cambridge Petrograd, Monday, ' Dec. 1.—The

battle between the Kaledines Cossacks
and Bolshevik troops has been resum-
ed at Kursk, midway between Moscow
and Roatov-om~Don. It is reported
that therc have been heavy casualfies
in the three days’ fighting.

The Bolsheviki are reported to have
occupied Poltava, the scene of the his-
toric battle between Peter the Great
and Charles of Sweden.

DINEEN’S SALE OF FURS.
Dinesn’s clearance sale .of ' furs
starts today. Great reductions in
prices. Dineen’s, 140 Yonge street.

Aberdeen,
turgh.

ARTILLERY FIGHTING

Big Guns Busy in Champagne—En-
emy Raid at Beaumont Failure,

and Ed.in.'

Paris, Jan. 1—“Spirited artillery
fighting occurred in the Chamoagne,
in the region of the Butte Du Mesnil,”
says today’'s official communjcation.
“A German raid on our small posts
southeast of Beaumont was without
result. We took some prisoners.

“Everywhere else the night
calm.”

was

‘.

The question |

‘Mayor Has Substan-
tial Majority.

Thomas Langton Church, Toronto's

“wer-time mayor,” will again be the °

chief magistrate of this city during
1918. By giving him a substan-
tial majority oveg his only opponenf,
Controller Robert H. Cameron, in tne
civic elections yesterday, the ratepay-
ers endorsed his actions during the
past three years and asked him to
sit for a fourth term in the mayor's
chalr. The final vote was as fol-
lowe: ;
Church vessninsscaien.. 27,587
Cameron ............... 18,009
. Majority for Church .. 9,578
Threg new men were elected to the
board of control for 1918. Two vacun-
cies had been caused by the eleva~
tion of Controller Foster to the
house of commons, and the aspira-
ions = of ‘Controller Cameron, who
sought the ‘mayoralty. Controlier
Shaw was defeated, a; the three
empty chairs will be filed by Ald.
Robbins, Ald. Msguire 4nd ex-Ald
Sam MkcBride. The final vote was
as follows: “
Nee .

.{ga#im, LT N l,':g
- .,y:n’gu,—--._.-.-.ﬂy?‘j

ui
AW T v e 18240

MacGregor ....,........14,180
, a0 R
e A LR

Meekt il liilil 08082
Voted for Miles Vokes.
The largb vote cast for Miles Vokes
was one of the features of the elec-
tion. Mr, Vokes had been forced to

\* MAYOR T,L. CHURCH.
Re-elected yesterday as mayor of
Toronto for a fourth term.

retire from the contest séveral days
ago because he had failed to resign
from the board of education within
the time required by statute, but
seemingly many people were unaware
of that fact. As a result their votes
were wasted.

The. vote was undoubtedly much
heavier than last year, despite the
impressionthat was prevasent_ al] day
that polling was very light. Con-
troller Cameron Headed the polls last
year with 16,276 votes, whereas this
year four candidates went over that
mark. Controller O’Neill, as had been
generally expected, headed the polls,
but very few people expected that Ald.
Robbirs - would come second. Thhe
small vote accorded to Ald. Archibald
was one of the surprising features.

Mayor Church arrived at The
World office shortly after the feturns
began to make his election a cer-
tainty. Addressing the crowds which
had gathered in Richmond street to
see the figures flashed on The World
screen, the mayor said: “I take this
opportunity of thanking all those who
supported me in this election. I had
no organization working for me to~
day, and no conveyances to get the
voters to the polls, I give a great
deal of the credit for ‘'my victory to
The World and other Toronto news-
papers who supported me. The vote'
on the street railway question I con-
sider a great victory for publc dwn-
ership.” The mayor promised a con-
tinuation of good government at the
city hall. “Economy . and efficlency
will rule,” he added. 1

Controller Cameron was not down-
hearted by his defeat. “I do not feel
that the loss is mine,” he safd@  *f
have given good, faithful service, and
was prepared to give mees to the

-(Concluded on Page 4, Column ;E




