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^^*'^ Congr«gatlon of th. P«)p.gwKU. oar dinet
interpreter of th. wiehe. of th. Holy 8^, hm writtm nuwiy
«»•. to th. Bidiop. of thi. ooantry to o,^ th«» to rtop th.
•rnAtunuing phgat of mixed inarri.g«i.

So did th. ar.t Coundl of Montw.1 Uy .p.cid .tre« npooth«. twehingB. OMtioning th. faithful .g«o.t .ooh anion. (4).Wh« for vwy .erioa. r««on.. th. Chareh tolerates meh a
»«rrwge. A. do« «, with th. deepeet regret. If celebration
«»nnot take place within the church. aU ble«iugB. act. of
worehip or religious oer«moni.. are banished from it It is
educed to a cold fonnuk - the .trict es^mtial. - by which
the partie. expr« mutual conwii The Church wishe. to
participate in thi. ceremony in the leart po«ible degree, wid
the pnert assist, only a. a wd and ailent wituMa
But why th.n doe. the Church display such severity ? It ish^UBe she fully understands the deplorable coneequence. of

mixed mariagea
; it is b«»u« she regards them a. detrimen-

Ul to the domestic happine,. and to the eternal salvation of
both parent, and children.

For marriage by its very nature ertabliahe. between hus-
b«»d and wife the most intimate relationa According to the
word, of Holy Writ, it unit., th.m in wch a way that they
are but one ". Now what intimacy can there exist between

two bemgs who have neither the same idea, nor the same
feelings on the fundamental quertions of religion-who never
pray together, who go to different churches, who have contra-
dictory practices even in sickness and in death ? In «ich a
household, by common agreement, absolute silence is kept on
everything which i, connected with the teachings or disci-
pline of the Church

; and then reHgious indifference, with ite
permdous inBuence. will soon pervade the home, orthere will

(4) Tit VI, Dmi^ XVII.


