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believed to be the future of humanity, there
is a long road yet to be travelled before what
they hoped for can be fully accomplished.
Grotius concludes his great book on War and
Peace widi a noble prayer :

" May God write/'
he said, " these lessons—He Who alone can

—

on the hearts of all those who have the affairs
of Christendom in their hands. And may He
give to those persons a mind fitted to under-
stand and to respect rights, human and divine,
and lead them to recollect always that the
ministration committed to them is no less than
this, that they are the Governors of Man, a
creature most dear to God."
The prayer of Grotius has not yet been

fulfilled, nor do recent events point to the
fulfilment as being near. The world is pro-
bably a long way off from the abolition of
armaments and the peril of war. For habits
of mind which can be sufficiently strong with a
single people can hardly be as strong between
nations. There does not exist the same extent
of common interest, of common purpose, and
of common tradition. And yet the tendency,
even as between nations that stand in no special
relation to each other, to develop such a habit
of mind is in our time becoming recognisable.
There are signs that the best people in the best
nations are ceasing to wish to live in a world
of mere claims, and to proclaim on every
occasion "Our country, right or wrong." There
is growing up a disposition to believe that it is
good, not only for all men but for all nations.


