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whol is iliP duty ofl tn arma silent /<•?«," is nn a
Under thfsr rircum»i«nc«, ""' "," r
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the United S.au»? A» 1 do not
"'"'J
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'^.'„'l ,, Z-'h to av.rt nuch a cr.la^ity. I
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inconsistent with the put)lir.

nlLhae necessity, on '"'yr^ -" ''
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north' of the CohimKi.i. I am in favor of rxtem

i„^' the authority of <.ur Uiws at.d the ,..,isd.c

.ircum^tances. what i, the duty or,
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I would
; honor,
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„,,.ii ..,,,,; for the! to avoid a contest whiih would l)e disaatrous to

Ron, I desire to Hay now that 1
»
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notice to terminate the convention of ms, ^"^ \u',\\X,uid thi-i 1 never can eo. And if cxcmp-
';i„ucd in f.uee l.y that of lH27-a -''V7^,';'" -'
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•
.^ a 'Ir rl.I only be p.f,ha«ed by a HurreL

GreatBritain treats nsn.co;r.us.n? a r.^lU..(rj...^^^^

d," of our just rights, 1 einnot consent to make

the purchase. But if war cannot be averted, 1

trust we shall not commit the sreat error of under-

valuing our .idvcrsary. With some opporlum'.y

in- inc au.iior.iy ... "" "•-._"
,.,,,1 '„, doin" ! of observin? the condition of Great Briuiin near

tion of .M.r courts over the territory, •>'''> '-
.^^ ,,,^„j i ,,l^ve ,io hesitation in sayn.g that she

8o, 1 would, while the convention is '

'
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"^ „„" cv^^r capable of greater cflorU than she is at

cia'lly except Br l.sh subjects, »'"^ J'
^^^ ^ '^'

; r, el^.u ?„^o„,ent. "l know that her inordi.iato

when charsed with '''f™'''"|r.;.'*^, ',,;;;"•,'''
, ! d stui^ion contams within itself an element of vi-

delivered up to.the -H'arest Lrit..h uuthonm
^'y;^^,,,,..^,,. „ j, „,„ i„ ,i.e order of human so-

cicty that so cxtendtd a dominion should remain

Ion-' unbroken. But I have not yet been able

to 3ctcct, in the condition of her body politic,

the uncrriii!; symptoms of that ueeay which pre-

redes and works out the c ^ssohilion of empires.

She has f^rcat abures to Si.ug^lc against. The

would make this iL:.ervalion, for (he express pur-

pose of prcvcniins, as far as possible, a conflict of

urisdictlon, and U, avoid all cause for .mputi.is to

us adisre-ard of treaties, or a desire to produce col-

lision or disagreement of any sort. A-.d m order

to facilitate the extension ot" the authority of he

Union over ,.ur IVllow •^j''^-;
"J^^'^;^'-^:;!':^X ' ^--to^ f^^mCT;!;;' l^^s weM mid' graphically de-

tercoursc between us and them, I would cslab isli

at once a chain of military posts with c.mipetent

{rarris..ns and arnK.ments, from ll... remotest navi-

cnble waters which flow into the Mississippi, to

the ea.stern face of the Rocky n.ountaiiis, sloi_.pini::

there so Ion- as the conveniion conlimies iii lorcc

Duty, honor, policy-all demand these measures

atom-hands: an.l.-I trust they will be executed

with promptitude and decision.

\Vill these mensurcs produce war ? 1 earinoc '

licvc that they ^yill. I (numol ;.e!icve it, because

scribed them. .She has enormous burdens lO sus-

tain ; but she has great strength to bear them.

Her soldiers are not like those of Rome in her lat-

ter days, enervated in vigor luid relaxed in dia-

i-ipline. Yim will find them in every quarter of the

.'lobe, under the fiery heat of the equator, and

amid the frosts of the arctic circle, braving the ele-

ments, and >;ettiii:' dau'^cr and toil, in every form,

at defiance. But, sir, I pretend not, with iny nar-

row foresi..,'ht, to look intn the future. It is pos-

I sible that her hour may be near at hand. But we
' know that the last struggle of the strong man is

., - . I c ,.rf,v,„"iti.m The always the most desperate, and somctinvs the most
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' V ;,.'^ /^,, {„. ,,,:uion may be commensurate with il... means of

11, a public document,
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,;;J :;;',; ,tck. „flenee to wliich we shall Lc exposed. I have no
mediate war. and tlia a sudden '
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\' '^V^^^ ^oxM „f our ability both to defen-' .urselves, and

Sir, I cannot believe it
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'":;'^f,;^^^^^ t„, ,„ give back effective blows in return. We were
ac..oimiofa,.y one ..rail "<^''''\""

^ ,'J,'^,^;
"''^^^ „c.?er so .strong as we are at the present moment:

would be a^varof plain unmix d.Sg^^^^^^^^^
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means, strong

nation, in the r'^'''^^"-'
', n J. 1 c 'el^^^^ in the spirit and energy of our peoole. Our dc-

coiUcst,with..utdiaNyingdownupoihti.vel tneeon 1

^.j„jiti,,„ ,,fj i,„,„ g-eaiy overstated.
demnationofallc,vil,.edc...mm^^^ We ha4 beeJ told that our co^ast is^dcnuded. I

find herself opposed
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",",'"« have heard, whether on this floor or elsewhere I

ion, which, in our ay, she onm a na
^^^^^^ ^^^^^^
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more powerfully llmntle urn of .e^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

^^^ ^ _^^^ ^^^. ^^^^ ^ ^^^^J^^ metropolis of
therefore, imuRdiate

^/^.^^ ^^
°" ' j^^^^^se - my own State. There caimot be a greo'er error.

Nor can evoniua wa t^ik^

J"' Sciblyn sited. There are hundreds of guns, of heavy calibre, in

tion of our just rights ^''^'l
""^ *^^ "^^^^^^^^^^ wlru the the city of N'-w York, ?eady, at the very hour in

Bull will m.i venture to pass J
u^^^^^^^^^

^^ receive 'an assailant', and as
fimire may bring fm^tl.Colhsun^^

^,^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ .^ ...^^ .,^

ofthesemeasures-<-.ollMonsripemn .tl.iOT^^
emergency, and this independently of guns

^:S^^^r^-^^^^^^ -«-' .n.tlLy days;. believe the city might be

plore such a rc.sult. The interests of humanity,

great principles of j.olulcui nght self-govr.-nmeiit,

freedom, individual rights, all sufTer when the voice

of the law is silenced by the tumult of war. "in-

rendered, with 'a skilful engineer, and with the .

meaiis which might be placed at his command, J

prepared—well prepared—against a maritime as-
,

sault. But, sir, I turn away from all these fore-
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