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10 THE NORTHERX ATLANTIC.
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CHAPTER II.

Conquest of Rome by the Ooths-Conquest of Egypt and Northern
Atrica by the Arabs or Moors-They found Morocco-Pass overinto bpam and subdue it-Scandinavians infest the shores ofGaul and Britain-They discover the Faroe Islands and Iceland- Iceland colonised by the Danes and others-An Iceland colo-
nist discovers Greenland-Settlements ma.le near Cape Farewell
-iSupposed discovery of America by Greenland settlers-Portu.
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^''''"^'^y '' *he continentof North America-Voyages of ea.iy European navigators ^o

SeTtTr~. ff\" ''' '''''''' ^^"^ °^ Newfoundland-
settlement of Acadia, by the French-War between Englandand France-Naval actions in the Atlantic.

After the conquest of Italy by the Goths under Alaric,
A.D. 410, the Western Empire-overrun oy hordes of
barbarians-was broken up into small disconnected
Htates, without the means of forming a combination to
resist the common enemy. Amidst this general con- '

fusion a cloud of darkness overspread all the civilised
regions bordering on the Mediterranean; commercial
relations were suspended; no attempts were made to
extend the bounds of geographical knowle.^ >. On
the contrary, even much that had been acquired wa.
lost, and the very existence of the great ocean, y.Mch
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