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of tho planetary economy, such as it has been estab-
lished by evidence that can never be shaken. Had
he slirunk from tho exercise of liis liberty of thought
in deference to the sch oolmen and ecclesiastics of his

age, others wouhl have subsequently discovered the
truth, but his name would have had no place on the
records of fame. Tiiis inherent freedom of mind
asserted itself in most unpropitious circumstances in

the case of Galileo. That polisiied, comprehei'«iive,

large-minded, original Italia , lived in an age of
mental oppression ; it being held as a crime to think
in anywise ditferently from the ruling powers. But
who of ihem could chain that soul ol eagle- ving ?

" Galileo, ' says Professor Playfair, " is, in truth, one of
those to wi.om hurian knowledge is u ' ier the greatest
obligations. His discoveries in tho theory of motion,
in the laws ()f tho descent of heavy bodies, and in tho
motion of projectiles, laid tho foundation of all tho
improvements which have since been made by tho
application of mathematics to natural philosophy. If
to this wo add tho invention of the telescope, the
discoveries made by that instrument, the confirma-
tions of tho Copernican System which these xiis-

coveries atforded, and lastly, the wit and argument
with which he combated, and exposed the prejudice
j*nd presumption of the Schools, wo must admit that
tho history of human knowledge contains few great-
er names than that of Galileo." But in combating
that " prejudice and presumption " to which Profes-
sor Playfair alludes, Galileo came into conflict with
those who sought to cui'b the freedom of thought, and
for ever to stereotype the human mind. Copernicus
was dying as tho sheets of his work were presented
to him, so that he could not bo brought to trial for
heresy. Galileo employed tho press again and again
in putting forth his researches and discoveries, only
however to draw down upon him tho indignation of
the Holy office. The sentence of the Inquisition af-
ter the imprisonment and examination of the philoso-
pher was that he must recant " for 1st, (I quote from
tho sentence pronounced) The proposition that the
sun is in the centre of the world (meaning the plane-
tary system) and immoveable from its place, is ab-
surd, philosophically false, and formally heretical,
Docause it is expressly contrary to Holy Scripture.
2nd, The proposition that iho. Earth is not the cen-
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