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" I certainly did expect him before this,'*

replied Mary; « I presume, however, his duty

will not permit him to come.**

" Surely he could get leave now that the

weather is fine; there was some reason for

his not coming during the winter. I hope he is

not ill."

"I hope so too, most sincerely, Emma,"
replied Mary; "but come, sister, we must

not loiter; hear how the calves are bleating for

us to let them have their breakfasts ; we shall

have more of them very soon
; yes, and plenty

of milk, and then we shall have plenty of

chuifling
; but I like work when the weather is

fine.^'

After breakfast, Emma expressed her sur-

prise to Alfred at Captain Sinclair's not having

made his appearance, and her fear that he was

not well. Alfred, at her request, promised to

walk to the fort in the afternoon, and ascertain

how matters were.


