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The fufety of the Bafque-mad was not

it feems fo much as known 'till fir Edward
himfclf made the experiment of it. 1 his

is one more proof how defedive his prior

information had been, which at leaft fup-
pofed the taking the fort of Aix i'o necef-

lary a preliminary.

*' The fliorc is laid to be inacceflible,"

(fays the M.) but whoever faid fo befide ?

both land and fea officers plainly declare the

contrary, and built on it the refolution of
landing the troops, to proceed againft that

fort Fouras, which had been evidendy
proved inaccelfible by fea. Why did they

then retradt that refolution? becaufe they

found that that meafure, which they

had refolved on, purely from their ardent

wifli and defire to do foniething of fervice

to their country, and of damage to the

enemy, before they came away, after tlie

main point had been formally given up,

was not one jot the mo e advifable, for its

appearing fo pradticable. They might in-

deed have got on fliore, but only in luch

divifions, and with fuch probability of ef-

fedual oppofition, that, fuch an objed: as

the fort Fouras, and it was their only one,

could


