
[ 8 I

As to myfclf, [gentlemen, I dare avow

the honcll ambition of differing totaljy

from all fuch authors, in the fcope and

aim of thiii letter.—For my talent as a

writer, every Icribbler may place me in

reputation, if he plcafes, immediately be-

low his fellow-dunce j that is, immed'

ately below nothing j an ingenious device*

which I have often known pradifed by

the fraternity. But it fhall not be in their

power to prove me guilty of what is alone

material for your confideration ; I mean,

of intentionally aflerting falfe fafts, and

of wilfully mili'cprefenting true ones.

I intend neither panegyric nor abufe ;

and I have no caufe to ferve, but that of

truth, and of my country. If, therefore,

in the courfe of this addrefs, I any where

impofe upon you ; I have been firfl, un-

knowingly, impofcd upon myfelf. Be af-

fured, however, that nothing in my power,

has been left undone, to avoid this mif-

fortune ; and that, on the contrary, I

have exerted my btft endeavours to pro-

cure every light, every information, which

a private man could, by the moH delibe-

rate refearch, arrive at the knowledge

of: and the refult of this enquiry fhall

be,


