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their Conftitutcms, and becaufc the Weigh* of

Influence was not as yet grown ftrong enough to

introduce fuch a Change, without plaufible Pre*

tences. In the firft Place then, ic was alledged,

that this Method was in reality an Eafe to ttrn

People, fince it enabled them to carry on a nc*

ceflary War, without levying upon thcnn, im^

mediately, more then they were able to payl

It was in the next Place faid, that as the War
-would be but of a (hort Continuance, and great

Advantages would accrue to the Nation by the

Peace, it would bean eafy Thing to difchargo

the Debts contracted during the War, when th©

Nation was leaft able to pay, by larger Impo-i

fuions after the Peace, when by thelncreafcof

Trade the People would be in a better Condition

;o bear them. Now iha< thefc Principles were

miilaken, if not fallacious, I fhall make appear

in vtry few Words. Dr. Davenant in his D'lU

courfcs on the publick Revenues and Trade of

fingland, obfcrves, that the Revenue of the

Crown in i688 was about two Millions. The
Houfe of Commons, in an Addrefs toQuecnr
^Jifje, prefcnted February 12, 1702, inform her^

that from iVov^OT^^r 5, 1688, to March 8, 1701.^

the Sum of 45,568, 725^. 19J. 2d.\qr. (aSum)
never known to be raifed in very many Reigns be-

lore) had been levied on the Subjedt, and iffued

out of the Exchequer for the Service of ihe late

War, to PaymaftersandTreafurers. But as ic

is certain, that a very large Part of this Expence
was induced by the Manner of raifing it, and by
the Additions of Premiums and Difcounis, it may
very well be computed, that the whole Expence
of the War, might have been carried on by an

additional Levy of ^.ooOyOOoLperJnnum, and fo

ilic whole Expence on thePcopJe raifed from two
IIVM to
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