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li'inclow-frames are made of ebony, and inlaid with
iilver: the kings elephants, troops, and concubines, are

numerous. The guards are coiiimanded by Dutch and
Poriuguefe renegado officers. This monarch afl'umed

great dignity, and demands ntuch refpeft, which his

fubjeds readily pay liim, as they imagine, that all their

kings immediately on their demife, arc turned into

gods. He expects that Chfiftiahs ihould falute him
kneeling, and uncovered, but requires nothing more of
them. His title is, Emperor of Ceylon, king of Candy,
prince of Onva, and the four Corles, great duke of the

ibven Corles, marquis of Duranura, lord of the fea-ports,

and fiflieries of pearls, and precious ftones, lord of the

golden fun, &c. His revenue confifts in the gifts and
offerings of his fubjecls ; bis palaces are built upon al-

jnoft inacceffible places, for the greater fecurity : no
bridges arc permitted to be ereaed over rivers or
ftreams, nor any good roads to be madd, to render the

country as in;paflable as poffible. None are fuflered iJ
approach his palace without a pafsport iiampcd in

clay. The troops are hereditary, arid their weapons arc

fwords, guns, pikes, bows and arrovvs. They are

fubtle, but not courageous, and will not engage ani

enemy but by furprife, or when there is fome mani-
feft advantage in their favour. It is fo difficult to pe-

netrate into the inland parts, and all the paffiss are fo'

well guarded, that even the Dutch themfelves are un-
acquainted with the greateft part of the iftand. In the

year 1 505 the Portuguefe landed iii Ceylon, atnd about
twelve years after they eftabliflied facflorics there, the

reigning king permitting them to build fofts ; and,*

upon his demife, he declared the king of Portugal hisr

heir ; but in proceCs df time the Portuguefe behaving
with great infolence and cruelty, the young king of
.Candy invited in the Butch, in i6^^y who after a te-

dious war, at lengthy in the year 1655, fubdued ther

Portuguefe, and became mafters of the ttJid^ and coaft :

iipon which they drove the king, their ally, into the

mountains, and, with their wonted gratitude, made
bim their tributary. The Dutch have in fubfequcnt'
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