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ht possess ir, Government. Steamers ply constantly between the ports on the islands

and the seaports of Xova Scotia, New Brunswick, and New England
ling farming gt^tgg Xhe chief drawback is that during a part of the winter com-
>ung men ii mmjication is interrupted with the main shore, owing to ice blockades,
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iurist. Anc This province, which includes Vancouver's Island, is the most

I there is a'^wertern of the provinces which constitute the dominion of Canada, its

equally Puur^onndaries being the Kocky Mountains on the east, and the Pacific Ocean

,1 can alway<>n the west.

It possesses many fine harbours, one of which ^^Burrard Inlet) will

probably form the terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railway when
completed ; 125 miles of the line in this province are now under

[D. contract.

British Columbia has a large extent of valuable timber land, productive

on of Canadfialieries, which are increasing in value yearly. Gold and coal are also

is remarkablfoiKBd in large quantities,

ivers. Tliti Jjeiids of families, widows, or single men can obtain free grants of

cr cultivatinand from 1 GO to 320 acres, according to the locality ; the fee is about

3, farms wi'7 doJs.

. an acre ai Surveyed lands can be purchased at one dollar per acre, payable over

iwo years, and improved farms cost from £1 to £8 per acre,

re is a go The leases for mining and timber are at the disposil of the Government,

hs, as well md are so granted from time to time as they may think fit, and as

Ljs be founiiroilinstances may require.

iring the pa A most imp )rtant feature of the Government of this province is that

rMeh is called the '" Homestead Act," and in the case of a s'ttler

nearly diviaaving a family to support it is of the greatest importance. The farm,

us. The sund aU the buildings thereon, are exempted from seizure for debt up to

hill and daihe "lialue of IMiio, as are also his chattels up to £1()() ; so that if mi^for-

The soil an* Should assail him he is at Ipast sure of covering for himself and

dnds of graiimPjr. This .Act applies to debt incurred after the registration.

ailed " mubc T|j|e entire populaticm of British Columbia does not exceed much
em from 1 Over, 60,000, and Victoria, its canital, contains only a population of

crops of liboill 5,500, and this may be accounted for by the fact that the fares by

incipal stapill f<|(Utcs are very dear; but when the Canadian Pacific Railway is

md are miipei^|d, which will obviate in a great measure this drawback, there will

States. ''^®»JP
doubt, a great influx of settlers.

ayers. Cat: 1«| climate of British Columbia resembles that of Great Britain more

e pasturage »»l|||ny of tiie other provinces of the Dominion. Fruit is reared in tho

large retur;fe*((|||^t luxuriance, and it is of the best kind ; and it is quite certain that

the breedih^l^he railway is opened up, this will form a special feature in the
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rivers atid bays teem with fish of various kinds, from the sturgeon

g some 700 Ihs. to the salmon weighing 70 and 80 lbs. The lakes

aras abound with trout of various kinds, and many other varieties

are found in abundance,

has been found in various parts of the province, and it is

icdlly asserted, by those who have surveyed the various localities


