
private place, where we could be alone. I readily assented,

and we went into the wood, where he related to me the whole

affair. I asked who had told it to him. He begged me to

pardon him who had made the disclosure, which I consented

to do, alt'iough he ought to have addressed himself to me.

He was afraid, he replied, that you would become angry, and
harm him. I told him that I was able to govern myself

better than that in such a matter, and desired him to have

the man come to me, that I migi>^ hear his statement. He
went, and brought him all trembling with fear lest I should

do him some harm. I reassured him, telling him not to be
afraid, that he was in a place of safety, and that I should

pardon him for all that he had done, together with the others,

provided he would tell me in full the truth in regard to the

whole matter, and the motive which had impelled them to it.

"Nothing," he said, "had impelled them, except that they

had imagined that, by giving up the place into the hands of

the Basques or Spaniards, they might all become rich, and
that they did not want to go back to France.' He also

related to me the remaining particulars in regard to their

conspiracy.

After having heard and questioned him, I directed him to

go about his work. Meanwhile I ordered the pilot to bring

up his shallop, which he did Then I gave two bottles of

wine to a young man, directing him to say to these four

worthies, the leaders of the conspiracy, that it was a present

of wine, which his friends at Tadoussac had given him, and
that he wished to share it with them. This they did not

decline, and at evening were on board the barque where he

was to give them the entertainment. I lost no time in going

there shortly after, and caused them to be seized and held

until the next day.

Then were my worthies astonished indeed I at once had
all get up, for it was about ten o'clock in the evening, and
pardoned them all on condition that they would disclose to me
the truth in regard to all that had occurred, which they did,

when I had them retire.

The next day I took the depositions of all, one after the

other, in the presence of the pilot and sailors of the vessel,

which I had put down in writing ; and they were well pleased,

as they said, since they had lived only in fear of each other,

especially of the four knaves who had ensnared them. But


