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sponfaneous generation.-Pr-eationi.-Darin's Tlteory.

.kvoltitioiiist.-Yoti are certainly candid. And spon-
faucons greneratioli a par absurd to 3'o11 Pot-mit me

te ahlyu nwichsde the absur-dity lies. Evcry-
where about us life, reail lifo is; apparent. The air we
breatlîe and the wawer ive drinkc swarm with myriad.4
of inflisoria and aînmlcîîlt. Do we tnet sec decaying
animal and vegotable niattor contintially producing
othur orgaitic ibrrnti? For exaniple if yeti take moine
ordinary black peppeî*, steel) it iii water, and expose it
to the siu fur a t'cw days, you %vil] tind in tlie infusion
ait immemie number of' microscopie animais, whvlîi
swim. dant, and whirl abouit iii ail directions, as tlîey
evado or pîursu eule anotiier iii a desperate 8truggie for
existence.

&Mhlastfic.-Tliat is ail very truc; but wlîere do they
torne froni ?

Ev.-Thicy corne of course frein tho pepper wvater;
and it iiaîkes.tio difference whether yeti ttake animnal or
vegetable matter, if yen place it iii tater and expose it
te the siu, the infusion soon will tent witlî lit'e. Fur
thoen frein rcgnrding dleeiyitug antimal oi- vegefable
niattcr as dead, science declaros that it has in reiility a
dlini life about it, wliich unider favorable cireunistnc*cs
ivill cause it to devclop iet beings wvitli lives like file
orgaisms of whivlu they once fornied a part.

.- pa -don nie, but science nover made suclu a
deelaratien. 1 know tliat Prefessor Tyndall said ais
manch, whcn lie told flic Britishî Association, ascmbled
ut Belfast, flhnt lie discerned in matter a promise and a
potency of engeiidering evory form of' lifb. Tîi.- %vas
bold lutngua.,ge; aîid coming from se great a physicist
as Tyndall, mnîy regarded it ws the tcathling ofsciîîe,
and witlîout fürther incjuiry implicitely beiered it te
be true. Many others however saw that it wa4 false,
and knowini, that scienîce properly sc>.caillcdl cannot
teaeh but trutl, tlîey knew tliat Tyndal's wvords wcre
net the teachingas of scicnce. The Catltolie hicrarcliv
of Ireland vigorously attaelied tlie materialistie doctritic
of tlîe leariied Professer. Confronted by their --ulpeier
science, what did ho do ? Did ho like a inan consciaus
of right ro affirm his decinratiogi ? No. lie retracted it.
In ]lis IlApology for the Belfast Adidrcsq," he confesses
that the idea iin pressed itefupon liii in tinmes uf
-%vcaknessf and doubi, nit that it always di.sappcared iii
Ilie presence of mnoro strong and iicaltlîy thotiglîts.
Thus, lie cernpletely reverses the judgiten which he
gave wheield away by tlie faucicet of is imiagination.
lc lins since doue more. fly a series ef brilliant

expoîriment8, a detailed accouint of wvlieh lie rcnd before
tlie Royal Society of Londonî in 1876, lie ba.- conclusive-
]y shown tlîat 'spontaneous generatien is abbolutely
impossible; and tlîat if animal or ve-getable infus-zions
exposod to fro air soon swairm witb life, it is bee.ause
tlîey have beconie impregnatod vith h i germr, of the
exceedingly minute organismas whieh are constantly
piroent ia the atmosphere. To excindo these germe
from the substances experimnesuted upon, was a i'ork ef
the greatest diffibult.y; but when their exclusiou was
effected, Tyndall fouînd, as Pasteur aud otiiers ball donc
before hirn, that infusions of ativ kiîd may ho exposed

te air and liglît nd lient for meonthie withonlt ever
mîuîifesting tlic sligh test trace of life. Stucli, sir, is the
tencliing of science witli respect to spjotitaticous gene-
rioni, and tfelifcls s of dend or dIecay-iig mnaLter.

.E,.-Yoiu believe filonî tlint luPc caniîot bue cvolved
intrinsa3eally front mîater. flc very careful, niy frieîîd.
Even he testiiony of your schelasties upheolds tlii
princil)le of tlîe doctrinie of evolution. Do yeu net
reînenber the %vords of yoîîr famous St. Thjomas:
('orruptio indus est generatio alterius ? Supported by
blis inifttllible autlîority, are net they a sufficient
rejein(it for )-ou?

Sc.-Well, tvell 1 Aîîd yeu ivould bring lu the testi-
mo;iy of St. Thiomas in favoî' o? your thieery !Yeti
muest have fouind bis ivordsg ia tic saine place in .hich
yen found your opinion of flic grean Scliolasties; aîîd
yen have ccrtainly givon thomi a neaniîig whlîi thoy
do net express iii [lis worlcs. Corruptio unius est getteratio
atterlus, ovcry.wliere iii tlie writings cf St. Thomnas and
]lis followvers, mens flintt matter on losing elle bub-
stantial forin acquiros another.

.Ev.-Oli 1 1 sec tinat >-oui- Sclîolo.stie ex prossions are
susceptible of auiîost any interpretatien. Now, as yeti
hold tlîat sporitanieous gencration has been rejected by
science as au impossibility, y )ou of course imply that
life oan bc produccd frcm dend matter only by the aot
of a etive power. blauy of' enr evolutionists belicre
the saine. Tiîey lîold tliat a fov primary forms were
crecated, and tlint ail otlierti, man inclnided, %vero gra-
dually evolved from thoso primury forms. For rny own
part, J eau see noe inconsisteacy in the iden, tlint a suprome
Being eotiId as rendily fuiltil tic intention o? bis creation
by censeutive transîwîssory processes as by a special
ilndividual act; and I %votld ask yoti, if ive can, with a
true serise of hînmility, look around us aund viewç the
hecavens and this beautiful carili of ours, subjected te
tlie saine latvs, iii active ititeor.cemniîinic.atien, and say
thiat wve stanîd alone tlîo work of a special creation ?

&.-Pray do not talk noiiscn.e. Creat ion is al mystery
wieh natural science may seek te penetrato, wlen ut
lias explaincdtiei cominon nîysteries suîrrotiuding us.
Eren tue poteiicy of maLter te eiîgoncidcr h fe, if such a
potelicy existed or cnîîld exist, offers te use tlîe trords
of Tynidall, Il lîo solution of tlîe mystery ii wlîich ive
arc pluziged nut of' whiîcli we forin a î:îrt. Censider
tiiesec laws of whicl you bpcak. Thîey in bc discov-
cred, niamed aad observed; but f'arther ratitraI science
cannot go. Whcn Sir Iqaue Newton was asked wby un
apple fel Io the groiuxîd by the forc cf attraction, be
auuswered, Il it is beyond tlie lintit ef humait reason, it it3
tlîe will of COId."

Ev.-Biit Newton was alwva3s intrudiîig religion into
tie denmain o? sciecet. ]esides, lie livcd two, cenituries
aigo, and t hings have changed sinc thon.

Sé.-Thcy have cliangcd indeed in ibis tliat somo
modern mcn cf science propigate tvith 1 ho grentest zeal
whantever idens seenui nost likely to destro;y religions
faith. Blut tlîcy renaiî the saine as te knewledge of
flic laws whiich govera tie universe. Tliat sliining light
d? Fvelution, Mr. Hlerbert Spencer, i-;, 1 presume, an
autlîority for yeti on any subjeet. In bis IlFirst
Priticiplesý," lie says--dioubtlest3 with a true sense of
liumility-"l IL is impossible te fermn any idea o? Force
in itself, and it is equally impossible te comprohiend
either it8 mode cf exorcise or its law of variation."
Time and space are aIse îînintelligible. Whiy, thon, are
you uînwilling te admit the idea of a specia rain
because yen cannot understand it? Yeti have cortainly
no-moe reasor te deny it, tliau yeu bave te doay the
existence of -forci, tinie and i pace. Yeni admit, you


