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HiE Board of Agri-
culture ,It their last
meeting wero pria-
eipnlly occupied
with the question
of the Provincial
Ezhibition,which is
to bo held at Sher-
brooke in Septcm-

ber next, and our rendors
'will ho able te judge of

the acti-vity dispiayed by thoin, by
brthe publication in the present nuin-
brof the list of prizes offered for coin-

petitien.
The prize committee certainly deserves

great praise for having banished ail pro-
judice, and opened the show grounds to

ail breede without exception, classifying themn
according to thoir special aptitude to produce
eather, meat, milk work, or wool. Long since,
sheep and swine have been divided in long and
short wool, large and sinall breeds, and the
samo principle of classification is now extended
to horses and cattle. The cominittee have
thus tak-en the responsibility of m6st important
changes, through which the crossed cattle,
hitherto excluded frein our provincial shows,
wvill bo allowed to partake of the prizes offered
for stock, in due proportion to their numerical
importance.

lIn roviewing our past exhibitions, wbat
seeme te have been, in the prizes offrea, the
starting point for the improvement in our
stock-? lIn horned cattie, tho only suggestion
for imprevement seems to have been the sub-
stitution te our native breeds of the best Eng-
iish stock, without distinction of blood. But
were we sure that the contemplated object
could be accomplished ? Would it net have
required at least a century te make this sub-
stitution even perceptible ? And then what
would have become, duriug this long period, of
our native breeds, oxcluded as they were from
our provincial shows by tho prohibition cf
the bulls, the hest cf which were not ceusid-
ered worthy of a prize ? Oould any practical
fariner approve of this course, and sanction
this exclusion cf our stock ? Still this has heen
our starting point lu improvement of our na-
tive cattle for the last ten years.

No eue le more convinced than ourselves of
the necessity of improving our native breed, by
a cross with a better class of animais, In our
review of the exhibition in 1858, we expressed
our opinion fully on the subject. But nt the
same time wçe showed that the .Ayrshiro, Dur.
hamn, Hereford, Deon, and Galloway, are net
equally commondablo for importation, and that
if some cf them do give most striking results,
others are comparatively very inférior.

First should stand the Ayrsbiro, 'whith in
our provincial exhititions have constantlybeen
the admiration of al, by their superiority in
shape or numbers. Thon if it be true that
the Ayrahire are beat suited te our climate, our
soi], our markets and our mens, and the large
number cf Ayrshiro in the province socins te
have decided this question, ivhy should we en-
courage, by prizes ofl'cred te the saine extent,
the importation of other breofis, net caicuiated

te meet, to equal advantage, the requiroments.
of tho country?

We shaîl net notice the ameunt cf meney
whicli bas been thus expended in prizes; they
mny have been a compensation te theo bases
which must have resulted, for the fariners, frein
tho importation of undesirable stock; but
what we consider more important ls the sanc-
tion givea, by the board te private speculatiens,
which could only result in disappointment for
the agricultural coinmunity. As aconsequence
the farmers lest ail confidence in the managing
cf our provincial shows, and the prizes award-
ed were looked at, ne more as a guide te judge
cf the comparative suporiority of tho breeds
exhibited, but as a tmap laid te the ignorant,
who would ho thus led te believe, that ail the
breeds isnported wero equally commaudable
for the improvement cf their stock. This gross
errer has been one of the great causes cf tho
unsuccessful results cf our provincial exhibi-
tions. Farmers wore disgusted with the in-
proved brecds and looked upon them as fancy
animais, uselese te thein, and for which alone
the exhibuitions were established. Would it
neot have been ndvisable te have determined
first which breeds of cattie were best ndaptod te
the requirements cf the country, enther for the
production cf meat, milk, work or wool, and
then te have offèred prizes for the importation
cf thèse breeds exclusively, se as te guide the
fariner in the improvement of his stock?

This is wihat has been now doue by the-
Board cf Agriculture, and we shahl soon see its
suc cess nt our Provincial shows. They should
ho made for the henefit cf ail, but up te the
present timec they have ouly been for the beue-
fit cf a few, and certaiuiy it wns net the wny te>
encourage the dissemination cf agricultural
improvenient.

We desire te see prizes offred for Oanadiau
breeds, cf sufficieut importance te ensure a
large attendauce frein aIl parts cf the province.

lIn the prizes offered at the forthcoming ex-
hibition, the principle laid down is te give to,
ench breed prizes commensurate with its im-
portance. In making this a startirig point we
are sure te render justice te ail. We protend
that if a breed is bad and -widely spread, -we
ought te give fer its improvement a sufficient
ainount in prize money te induce the proprio-
Ver te inake a botter choiceocf animaIs, give
more and botter care te bis stock, and thus
endeaveur te improve sncb a breed, which ln
tho present conditious, could oniy give a deadý
legs.

Up te the present tino the principle adopted,
was that if a breed was inferior, it should net ho
alloed te compote at ail; it was lefV te itef,
and the consequence was that it degenerated
dnily. Tho nine tenths cf our homned cattle
being cf ti description, any tommtntary i3
usetess.

The Board cf Agriculture bas aise taken ia
consideration the importation cf stock freux
the World's Pair. The Presideut, the Hon. L. V.
Sicotte, was autherized by the Board te enden-
-vour te obtain frein the Minister cf Agricul-
turc, an advance cf money in faveur cf tho
county societies desirous cf obtainiug animais
fromn abroafi. 'We bail supposed that tho Gev-
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